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Action Plan to Reduce Koala Hits from Vehicles in
Redland City

Redland City Council has commissioned local
ecological consultants Biodiversity Assessment and
Management (BAAM) Pty Ltd to update their 2004
Action Plan to Reduce Koala Hits from Vehicleshe t
Redlands. For anyone that has not read the 2004
version, it can be found on Council’'s website:

http://web01.redland.qgld.gov.au/robo/plans/KoaldasHi
AP/Action_Plan_To Reduce Koala Hits.htm

While there are many factors involved in conseorati
planning for Koalas the Action Plan focuses spealfy
on the issues associated with Koala-vehicle coltisiin
Redland City, with an aim to identify technicallyca
economically feasible actions that can be appled t
roads identified as major contributors to Koala fvit
Redland City to reduce Koala hits by vehicles.

The Action Plan is in the form of a scoping stualyd is
available to Redland City Council officers and offis

of relevant State Government authorities to faatiit
consideration of Koala-vehicle collision issues whe
planning road and other relevant projects in Redllan
City. It also provides recommended actions for the
treatment of roads, habitat protection and enhasogm
and increasing community awareness, aimed at ewsu
secure habitat and safe movement opportunities for
Koalas throughout the Redlands.

The Action Plan includes:

The identification of priority roads and/or port®n
of roads that warrant investigation for the
implementation of mitigative measures to minimig
Koala hits;

The description of a range of mitigative measures
that could be employed to achieve the stated aim
the Action Plan, including feasibility and costing
information for those options;

of

The broad-scale analysis of habitat and areas (
Koala movement throughout Redland City with
management objectives and actions that could
implemented within broad management precing
and at specific road locations to facilitate and
guide safer Koala movement; and

The formulation of case studies for a number of
priority road locations.

The 2004 Action Plan found that within Council’s
immediate jurisdiction, habitat protection, safer
opportunities for Koalas to cross roads and a riatuc
in deaths from dog attack would significantly reeuc
pressure on a Koala population under threat prignar
from habitat loss and disease.

While the likely success of provision of road cings
infrastructure for Koalas is unproven in RedlantyCi
the status of the Koala as a ‘Vulnerable’ speaighé
south east Queensland Bioregion warrants the
application of the Precautionary Principle to ctire
negative impacts of roads on the species. The
Precautionary Principle is one of the guiding
principles of Ecologically Sustainable Development
in that “where there are threats of serious or
irreversible environmental damage, lack of full
scientific certainty should not be used as a reéson
postponing measures to prevent environmental
degradation” (Commonwealth of Australia, 1992).

The 2004 Action Plan concluded that “As Koala
behaviour cannot be modified and Koalas will
continue to populate high-risk areas throughout the
Redlands, the management of vehicle strike as a
threatening process is vital to reduce the existimgd
future impacts of roads on the City’s Koala
population. To achieve an effective level of
management requires the commitment not only of
Redland City Council, but of the relevant State
Government Authorities, particularly the Departmerf
of Main Roads in its role as the provider and manag
of State-controlled arterial roads which represkat
majority of high Koala-vehicle strike roads in Raoidi
City".

Since 2004, the EPA has reported on a significant
decline in the population of Koalas within Redland
City, new legislation for Koala habitat protectibas
been implemented and both Redland City Council 3
the Queensland Department of Main Roads are
working to incorporate fauna crossing infrastruetur
into existing roads and road upgrades. The update
Action Plan will provide details of recent sciemtif
findings and actions to curb Koala deaths on roasls
well as providing recommendations for future acsion
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RAISING PHOENIX (by Sam

Longman)

| received Phoenix on February 14" 20009,
he is a sweet little boy Koala, found in
Alexandra Hills High School on his own. His
rescuers looked all around for his mum, but
they could not find her. His low body weight
makes us think that he may have been on
his own for a while.

Phoenix weighed 1190gms when he came
into my care. After a week or so he became
very ill and was making wheezy sounds, and
had slowed right down with his eating.

| called Australia Zoo and took him straight
to see them. X-rays and blood tests showed
that he was suffering from pneumonia — he
was placed on a drip and antibiotics and
placed in a humidicrib for five days.

After | brought him home he seemed to pick
up, was eating a lot more leaf and starting to
have a little play in the evenings. This was
short-lived, and six days later he had a
corneal ulceration in his eye. Back to the
vet! Later that night Phoenix seemed very
flat again and wasn't drinking. Back to
Australia Zoo for fluids and pain relief!

He is home again now, but has to be pasted
(fed a paste mixture as he is not eating
enough leaf) and papped (fed crushed
faecal pellets of another Koala to introduce
gut bacteria) twice a day, as well as taking
his four bottles which are dripped into the
side of his mouth as he refuses to suck from
a teat.

Right now he is being treated for thrush,
caused by the paste.

Will this poor little boy ever get on the right
track?

| will keep fighting for him as long as he
keeps fighting for himself!

RCC Koala Conservation Agreement Program

to sustain Koala habitat on their property have ar
opportunity to enter into a formal agreement with
Council to receive payment and support to maint
Koala-friendly trees.

What a
great idea!
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For further information on the KCAP, contact the
Redlands IndigiScapes Centre on 3824 8611.

If you would like to contribute to future editions of the
Koala News, please contact Paulette Jones
paulette @biodiversity.tv

Opinions expressed in this newsletter are thoskeof

author and/or contributors and are not necesstudlye of

the Society.
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Through the KCAP, Redland residents that are able
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