
 
 

 
 

 
 

 BAYSIDE NEWSLETTER                   May – June  2009.   
 
Next Meeting Friday 29th May 2009 starting at 7.30pm at  
Redlands IndigiScapes Centre  
 

Wildlife rescue - The Victorian bushfires 
In March 2009, Lisa Bailey (Extension Officer – Wildlife Redland City 
Council) returned to work from a one-month stint in Victoria where she was a 
volunteer assisting injured wildlife in the aftermath of the bushfires.  
Her responsibilities were that of Logistics Coordinator, ensuring that all the 
field search and rescue efforts, and treatment for injured animals, ran 
smoothly. Hear first hand this fascinating account of the huge efforts that were 
made to ensure a good survival rate of wildlife from this devastated area.  
This unique and informative presentation should not be missed 
 
 
(Photograph from - http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews) 
  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
PRESIDENTS REPORT 
    Steve Homewood 
 
It was pleasing to see all the executive 
positions filled at our AGM last month, many 
organisations have difficulty in finding 
volunteers who can give up time in an 
increasingly frantic society. It is heartening to 
see the commitment that is given for our 
wildlife and environment. The Branch will be 
continuing our aim of information and 
lobbying, building on the successes of the past 
to at least temper the continuing pressures on 
our fragile ecosystems. I look forward to your 
ongoing support at our meetings and events 
 
Redland City Council must be congratulated in 
their latest acquisition, for conservation, of 282 
hectares of land at Redland Bay. There is now a 
significant corridor of 822 hectares of protected 
bushland from Carbrook Wetlands to German 
Church Road. 
It is imperative that this land be protected in 
perpetuity from any kind of development, so 
that it can be used by the community, for non-
invasive recreational activities. 
 
 

 
We also need to be mindful that adjacent to this 
land State Government has identified a 
potential growth area in the SEQ Regional 
Plan, community groups are lobbying for a 
moratorium on these plans. 
 
With the increasing density of our population it 
is vital that green space areas are retained to 
protect our wild life and give the community a 
chance to appreciate and admire the diversity of 
the shires’ flora and fauna. Wildlife can survive 
in an urban environment only if they are given 
a measure of protection through 
generous linkages, creek and 
wildlife corridors, otherwise 
sighting “wildlife” will be an 
increasingly rare event.  
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On Saturday 30th May 2009.  The event will be 
held at Redland IndigiScapes Centre 
Runneymede Rd Capalaba.  Don’t miss out. 
For full details see page 3 of this newsletter. 

PO Box 427 Capalaba 4157 
bayside@wildlife.org.au 



Volunteers  
 
National Volunteer Week is celebrated this year 
from 11 to 17 May and gives us an opportunity to 
say thank you to the all of you who volunteer.  
 
Volunteers play an essential role in society and in 
particular in Wildlife Preservation Society of Qld. 
Volunteers in Australia contribute literally millions 
of hours of to the community. This special week 
provides us with the perfect opportunity to thank 
volunteers who so generously donate their time and 
energy to help others.  
 
At the recent book stall we held the volunteers had 
sorted the books prior to the event; set up the stall 
early morning; been on hand for many hours to sell 
them and then packed the remaining books for 
return to storage.  A great team effort to raise funds 
for the society. 
 
Our volunteers help with meetings, events and 
activities and they do it all cheerfully with the 
society and its aims in mind.  
 
A sincere thank you to all of you who give so much. 
 

 
 

Blue Ringed Octopus 
Recently emails were circulating about the Blue 
ringed octopus being present in Moreton Bay and 
warning that the octopus are dangerous. 
These creatures have lived in the bay for many 
years. They are quite small and it is true their 
venom is dangerous to humans. However we are 
not aware of any problems in this area to date. 
The best advice when it comes to unknown 
creatures is ‘If you are not sure what it is don’t 
touch it’. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Rabbits  are Australia's worst invasive pest 
and are increasing their range and numbers 
again. We need your help to find and map wild 
rabbits anywhere in Australia, during RabbitScan 
Month, May 2009. 
 
It will only take a few minutes of your time and will 
be a valuable and significant contribution to dealing 
with this threat. How? Take a walk or drive in your 
local area, or visit a local park, oval, farm or 
reserve, have a look and let us know what you find: 
Have you noticed more rabbits about lately?   
 
People tell us they are seeing more pest rabbits, 
right around Australia, even in urban parks, national 
parks and coastal zones, as well as farms. That's a 
big problem, as rabbits threaten biodiversity and 
agriculture, eat new seedlings that groups are trying 
to establish to help with climate change issues, and 
cause soil erosion, which leads to sediment in 
waterways. Rabbits are impacting on 156 
threatened native species of plants and animals. 
They are one of the prime reasons for much of 
Australia's extinctions and biodiversity loss and 
also cause at least $200million a year of damage to 
crops and agriculture too. Just one rabbit per 
hectare (about the size of 5 house blocks) will 
prevent the recruitment of native perennial species.  
 
RabbitScan is a national community initiative, by 
the Rabbit Management Advisory Group, supported 
by Australia's leading rabbit scientists, industry and 
government, to help map and determine where 
rabbits are. We'd like to find out for sure. But we 
need your help. It's simple: go for a walk or drive, 
any time but in particular May 2009, simply take 
note of where and when 
you see pest rabbits.  
You can let us know 
what you find via the 
community RabbitScan 
website, using Google 
Maps from 1 May 2009, 
to locate where you saw 
them - or simply drop 
us a letter, fax, SMS or 
email.  
 
Contact* RabbitScan Team: Mail: RabbitScan PO 
Box 4065 Warrimoo NSW 2774 Australia 
www.rabbitscan.net.au 
Email: rabbitscan1@gmail.com 
SMS: 0421 690 892 Fax 02 6201 2532  
 
An initiative of RMAG, supported by IACRC, 
Santos, Elders and Spatial Vision for the 150th 
anniversary of the release of wild pest rabbits onto 
Australian farmlands Christmas 1859. 



Special Day Meeting 
 

On Sunday 3 May guest speakers 
Natalie & Hammy Forrest and their 
dedicated team from Pelican and 
Seabird Rescue introduced us to the 
hard work and rewards of their 
rescue and rehabilitation work. The 
audience was greatly impressed by 
the dedication of this group and by the vast 
numbers of birds they are call on to help often in 
the most difficult of circumstances. 
 
This group offers a 24 hour 7 day a week service 
that responds immediately to calls for help for birds 
in trouble. 
 
So impressed were we by their professionalism and 
commitment of this group, the branch presented 
them with a cheque for $250.00 towards their 
ongoing costs. 
 
To assist the group Bayside will be collecting 
donated items for them to use for the care and 
housing of rehabilitating birds.  Goods needed are 
pillow cases, sheets, towels (from smallest to 
largest), beanies and sheep skin.  If you don’t have 
any of those but would still like to help they say 
they go through miles of paper towels for cleaning 
up so donations of paper towels would also be most 
welcome.  If you have any of these items you would 
like to donate to help this group please call Doreen 
on 3206 0368. 
 
Like to know more about the work they do?  Have a 
look at their website – 
www.pelicanandseabirdrescue.org.au 

 
President, Steve Homewood presenting the cheque to 
Hammy Forrest. 
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When  On Saturday 30st May 2009  
Time  Arrive at 6.30pm for 7pm 
Where  Redland IndigiScapes Centre 
                Runneymede Rd Capalaba 
Cost: WPSQ financial Member: $32.00 
            Non-Member: $38.00    
 
Bookings are being taken now.  Call after hours 
Steve on 3824 0522 or Doreen on 3206 0368.   
 
There will be music by singer /songwriter Terrence 
Hilton as well as a special guest speaker. 
 
Our speaker for the night is Professor Frank N 
Carrick AM Chief Investigator Koala Study 
Program Centre for Mined Land Rehabilitation at 
U.Q.  
Frank has been a key advocate for koala 
conservation from the heated days of the Eastern 
Toll Road campaign and implementation of the first 
Koala Plan to the to the 2008-2009 Premier’s Koala 
Task Force. Frank has undertaken work on stress 
and its relationship to immunology and 
epidemiology in koala populations. His expertise in 
koalas and his passion for their protection makes 
him a well-informed and interesting speaker. 
 
Our special night starts with tasty snacks and pre-
dinner drinks and includes a sit down two course 
dinner.  Soft drink will be provided but please BYO 
alcohol.   
Dress neat casual. 
 
Please complete the booking form included with 
this newsletter and forward it to us prior to the 22 
May.  Please contact us now if you wish to attend 
as numbers are limited. 
Should you need another booking form or more 
information please call Steve on 3824 0522 or 
Doreen on 3206 0368. 
 

 
Date Claim 
 
11th – 13th September 2009 
Wildlife Queensland in Your Community – 
workshops, field trip and entertainment 
combined with the WPSQ Annual General 
Meeting and Annual Awards Dinner. 
Mark it in your diaries – it will be held right 
here in Redlands. 



 
Reality check 
 
   By John Payne 
 
The speaker at our AGM was Chris Windle from 
Queensland Primary Industries and Fisheries. 
 
Many of our members and friends were shocked to 
learn the extent of infestation by fire ants, crazy 
ants and other pests. 
 
We are war with these invaders and the future of 
wildlife as we know it could be in mortal danger.  
What good are reserves and parks if they become 
almost devoid of living wildlife.   
 
Although Chris was fairly confident that the fire ant 
would be controlled in the long run this is 
dependant on the government providing the 
resources necessary to continue eradication 
procedures for as long as is necessary and to also 
monitor that new infestations do not occur. 
 
Everyone is urged to write to either their local 
member or the Premier, Anna Bligh and urge them 
never to relent on the efforts to eradicate these 
tenacious pests. 
 

 

Plastic Bags 
   Steve Homewood 
 
Retail giant Target has announced that it will stop 
issuing plastic bags from its stores from the 1st 
June.  This joins other retailers Aldi, Ikea and 
Bunnings in banning this major environmental 
pollutant from their outlets.  
 
South Australia commenced a full ban on the 
issuing of plastic bags from the 3rd May that will 
stop 400 million bags entering land fill, bushland or 
waterways. 
 
Around 4 billion plastic bags are given out every 
year.  They are one of the biggest threats to ocean 
going creatures especially turtles that mistake them 
for jellyfish. 
 
Despite reticence, by Federal Environment Minister 
Peter Garrett, to instigate a national ban these latest 
moves to reduce consumption will gather speed as 
more retailers review their environmental 
credentials. This can only be good news for our 
wildlife. 
 
 
 
 

Cat Registration is coming 
 

Registration of cats is to be compulsory under new 
state legislation which brings Queensland into line 
with all other states.  While there is some 
controversy over fees to be charged by local 
authorities for managing the registrations it is 
generally seen as a good move. 
 

Cats sold will now be microchipped for ease of 
identification and will be required to have collars 
and id tags.  This will make it much easier to unite 
lost cats with owners and should reduce the number 
of cats destroyed because their owners can not be 
located. 
 

The RSPCA’s view that mandatory desexing should 
also be introduced is supported.  You can image 
how heart breaking it must be for workers at 
RSPCA to see up to 50,000 cats & kittens being put 
down every year.  Mandatory desexing would go a 
long way towards reducing this figure. 
 

Of course, mandatory desexing would also reduce 
the number of cats that are dumped.  We all know 
what excellent hunters cats are so if we can reduce 
the number of stray cats we can also substantially 
reduce the destruction of our native wildlife by 
those cats. 
 

Cat identification can work for you.  Your editor 
was on holiday some years ago and thought her cat 
was being properly cared for only to receive a 
phone message to say the cat was being looked 
after by strangers several blocks away from where 
she should have been.  Fortunately it was all sorted 
out without too much drama (with the help of a 
helpful brother) and owner and cat were happily 
united after the holiday.  But had the cat not been 
wearing her collar and ID tag, the end of the story 
could have been very different. 
 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 
 

The AGM was held on April 24th.  Thank you to all 
who attended and lent their support to the process. 
 

Congratulation to the incoming committee. 
Returning to the committee are:  

Steve Homewood – President 
John Payne – Vice president 
Simon Baltais – Secretary 
Maureen Tottenham - Treasurer 
Doreen Payne - executive member 
Donna Edwards – executive member 
Don Baxter – executive member 

 

Welcome new committee member Ian Bridge.  We 
thank him for his commitment.  Thank you too to 
retiring member Dianne Hausler. 



Tingalpa Creek Paddle 
 

   Don Baxter 
 
What a fabulous day. The weather was perfect 
when group of WPSQ people & friends met on 
private property on the Brisbane River in 
Fernvale to kayak & have morning tea.  
 
Because of the hills around Fernvale this 
section of the river is particularly interesting & 
colourful. The many bends & changes in grade 
creating sections of faster water which 
presented a challenge & fun to the paddlers.  
 
There were minor mishaps but everyone 
returned tired by happy with their achievement.  
Those who did not paddle had an enjoyable 
time wandering the banks of the river and 
observing the locals (birds and cows) 
  
After the paddle a very welcome & enjoyable 
morning tea was served by our well organised 
WPSQ team.  
 
Some of the ladies had already made a visit to 
the local Sunday markets in Fernvale on the 
way there but that is another story. 
 
 

 
 
 
Photographs by Don Baxter, Belinda Homewood 
and Doreen Payne 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland Bayside Branch 
Email- bayside@wildlife.org.au                              Website - http://www.branches.wildlife.org.au/bayside 
 
Meeting Information 
When   
 Last Friday of each month  
 (excluding December & January) 
Where     Redlands IndigiScapes Centre 
       17 Runnymede Road, Capalaba 
Time     7.30 pm 
 
 

                   
Illustration L Saunders 

Opinions 
expressed , 
implied or 
inferred in this 
newsletter are 
those of the author 
and not 
necessarily those 
of the Society.. 

 
Committee & Contacts      Wildlife Diary Dates 
President    Steve Homewood 3824 0522  Friday 29 May 
Vice President    John Payne 3206 0368  Bayside Branch General Meeting 
Secretary    Simon Baltais 3822 4943  IndigiScapes, Runnymede Rd, Capalaba 
Treasurer   Maureen Tottenham 0418 197160   
Executive    Don Baxter    
    Donna Edwards   Saturday 30 May 
    Ian Bridge   World Environment Day Dinner 
    Doreen Payne    
Bayside Newsletter Editor    
    Doreen Payne   Friday 26 June 
Wildlife Diary Editor   Bayside Branch General Meeting 
        Simon Baltais   IndigiScapes, Runnymede Rd, Capalaba 
Koala News Editor    
    Paulette Jones    
The Nostalgic Times Editor    
    Dianne Hausler   Weekend 11-13 September 
Librarian    Wildlife Queensland in your community 
    Pat Comer   & WPSQ AGM 
 
========================================================================== 
Membership Application        Date     /     / 
Wildlife Preservation Society of Qld Bayside Branch             --  New          or  Renewal      

 
Membership types 
__    $30.00   Single  
__    $20.00   Concession  
 (pensioner or full student) 
__    $45.00   Family or non profit group 
__    $12.50   Junior (under 13 years) 
 
Optional 

Name   _________________________________ 
 
Address  ________________________________ 
 

             ____________________P/c_______ 
 

Phone No  ______________ 
 

Email address  ____________________________ 
Subscription: Wildlife Australia magazine  
(Educational, informative & great photography) 

 

Special Interests_________________________ 

__  $42.00 per year inc GST (four issues)  
  posted within Australia 
__  $65.00 per year posted overseas airmail 
 
Donation (optional) $_________ 
For campaign  ……………………. 
(Bayside does not have tax deductible status) 
 

    
           Payment by Credit Card 
Card type– Bankcard__ Visa__ Mastercard__ 
 
Card No_______ _______ _______ _______ 

Total amount enclosed  $______________ 
 
As a member I agree to be bound by the 

 Expiry Date ____/_____ 
 
Name on the Card _______________________ 

rules of the society 
               Signature ___________________ 

 
  Signature  ________________ 

 
Forward to WPSQ Bayside, PO Box 427, Capalaba Q 4157                            May 09 


