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Wildlife of Moreton Bay Marine Park - “Corals of Mo

reton Bay”

Guest speaker at our meeting at IndigiScapes on Friday 27" April 2007 will be Ida Fellegara
(PhD candidate) Centre for Marine Studies, the University of Queensland.

Did you realize that Moreton Bay supported a unique and fascinating array of corals?

Many associate coral reefs with warm and clear water, however some coral reefs and coral
communities exist under environmental conditions of high turbidity and nutrients, extreme water
temperatures, pollutants and occasional reduced salinity.

Moreton Bay is such an environment and some thriving coral communities exist here. These corals
are adapted to these conditions although they are affected by particularly
cold and warm years, and by occasional floods. The 1974 flood
killed all the corals at most sites, however the results of
Ida’s study indicates that most coral communities
have recovered. Surprisingly coral colonies dated
over 200 years old are still present in Moreton
Bay and these are in need of better protection.

Learn more about lda’s study, the surprising
varieties of coral and the places corals are found
in the bay and factors affecting them.

PRESIDENTS REPORT
Steve Homewood

Last meetings guest speaker was Dr John Moss
who proved to be great on the diversity of moths.
There are some 10,000 described species existing
in Australia and many thousands more unknown
against only 370species of Butterfly. A question
was raised as to their viability during a prolonged
drought. It was evident that some are vulnerable
to the lack of precipitation and others will suriv
and return in greater numbers. There will be
winners and losers. Some species may never be
described; lost to science fore ever.

Whilst the media concentrates on how restrictions
on water use will affect farmers, garden centres
and car washes, little thought has been given how
the biodiversity of our region is being changed.

Do we really need the vast sterile infrastructure
that is being built to cosset and pacify our thirst
for water?

This short- term fix is just that, and only untiket
next crisis. We need a long-term approach to
using our natural environment, which has
sustained us until now.

There is a need for reforestation of our
landscape, protection of our dwindling green
space and restoration of our waterways. This will
allow the revitalisation of bushland, bring back
the balance to our flora and fauna and maybe
moderate climate excesses.

As the AGM approaches | would like to thank the
committee and members for their hard work,
dedication to our wildlife and perseverance
against stronger forces. The Society does make a
difference and is recognised for its expertise and
contribution to protection of our flora and fauna.

If you would like nominate for the new
committee please complete the form in the
newsletter.



Don Baxter

Don is an executive member of the WPSQBB
whose involvement with our branch stems from
his keen interest in wildlife. He has been a
member of the WPSQBB for ten years and has
lived in the Redlands for approximately twenty.

He has had a varied and interesting working
career: he has worked as a farmer growing
avocados on Russell Island and as an aircraft
maintenance engineer, which enabled him to
travel and work in a several different countries.

An interest in the environment led Don to
become involved in projects such as the
Seagrass monitoring program. Keen to be
outdoors, he also lists bird watching as a
favourite pastime.

One of Don’s other passions in life is canoeing.
This pastime allows him to observe and enjoy
the flora and fauna that exists in and around our
local waterways.

€ ¥ &

OLD SCHOOLHOUSE GALLERY

The Gallery has a treat for wildlife and art
lovers in May. The exhibition titled ‘Wild Life
Artists do their thing’ features the work of
talented artists Gail Higgins, Sandra Temple
and Janeen Fedrick

CONGRATULATION SIMON BALTAIS

Bayside Branch secretary Simon Baltais has
won another prestigious award. He has won
the 2007 Healthy Waterways Champion
Award.

The Healthy Waterways Awards program is an
annual event held in Brisbane to celebrate and
recognise the contributions and achievements
made toward improving the health and
sustainability of the waterways and catchments
of South East Queensland.

Prizes included a very nice desk ornament,
framed certificate and a sum of money which
Simon will generously donate to WPSQ
Bayside Branch as he says it is this group that
has supported me the most and has work the
hardest on saving our waterways and Bay.

Simon said “I like to think the award is in
recognition of WPSQ untiring commitment to
the environment.”
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BOOKS WORTH A LOOK

Two books were recently brought to attention.
The first is “Moreton Bay Reflections” by Peter
Ludlow. It is his third book ey —
and he says last and will be é’Q/‘
launched on 24 April. This O%\

new book represents the final

part of his Moreton bay series.

He has spent may years
collecting the reminiscences—
of ‘The Bay’ from those who know it best.

A

The second book brought to attention was
“Back from the Brink” by farmer Peter
Andrews. Peter describes how he managed to
bring his land back form the brink of disaster.
His methods are controversial but he has look
at what enable the land to function efficiently
before man interfered.

Have a look and see what you think of these
two publications.



REWARD OFFERED

Bayside Branch are offering a once only $500
(five hundred dollar) reward to any person who
provides evidence that results in the successful
prosecution of those responsible for poisoning
mangroves at Lota.

In the mean time we would hope that Brisbane
City Council erect large and visible signs near the
mangroves poisoned to advise people of the
selfish and illegal act that has occurred and
highlight the significant fines associated with the
same.

Such signs to remain until the mangroves have
recovered or new ones have grown.

We hope that we can stir the community in to

some action against these environmental vandals.

Contact the secretary of WPSQBB Simon
Baltais. mb: 0412 075 334 or PO Box 427
Capalaba QLD 4157 with information.

DAY MEETING - April 22nd Sunday

An Earth Day event \_)r'f{}.".m
commencing at NV T >—
commencing

10.30am especially for those who find night
meetings difficult to attend.

Moreton Bay Wildlife Talk at IndigiScapes
Native Botanic Gardens 17 Runnymede Road
Capalaba Q 4157.

Guest presenter is Jo Stead a PhD student at
Queensland Shark & Ray Research Group,
Department of Anatomy and Developmental
Biology, University of Queensland. Jo is
studying carpet sharks (wobbegongs & bamboo
sharks) in Moreton Bay.

For more info contact Simon at
baltais@bigpond.net.aor ph/f: 07-3822-4943

COMING EVENTS

April 215 Saturday - commencing at 3pm
Population forum with WPSQBB/SPA-SEQ, at
Redland IndigiScapes Centre.

Program is:

3.00pm: Opening by Simon Baltais

3.05pm: Welcome by Cr Debra Henry, RSC
3.15 pm: Keynote Speaker, former Councillor
Noosa Shire Council, Vivien Griffin “Local
Government can do it” (with Question &
Answers Time)

3.45pm: Speaker Sheila Davis, Founding
President, SPA-SEQ Branch “Addressing the
myths and lies” (with Question & Answers)
4.15pm: Discussion with Panel, Moderator
Lavinia Wood “What if there were no
developers? Where to from here?”

5.00pm: Walk-about IndigiScapes Display
Gardens or Bush Tracks

6.00pm: Dinner at the “Tea Gardens”, BYO
Bush-side Café - $25 for 2 course dinner.

BOOKINGS essential; RSVP by 14 April 07 to
baltais@bigpond.net.aar phone 3822-4943
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April 15th Sunday at 8.00am—

Circular walk to Leslie Harrison Dam from
J.C.Trotter Memorial Park (approx 50minutes).
Visit a different bushland observing vegetation
and wildlife. Those wishing to participate
contact Steve on 3824 0522.
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June 9" Saturday at 6.30pm

World Environment day dinner. This year we
have a Sea theme for yq

our special event
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with guest presenter ':_J.\<
and a 3 course meal.

For information call Steve on 3824 0522.
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CALL VOR VOLUNTEERS

If you have a couple of hours free on Jufié 2
or 3% we would appreciate your assistance with
a display we are planning. No experience
necessary. Call Doreen on 3206 0368 for
details.



GLIDER WORKSHOP

Calling for expression of interest to
participate in the Redland's Gliders in the
Spotlight workshop. If you would like to
attend, please ensure that you are a QGN
member (simply fill out and return a form)
and register your interest with Ben Holmes
by email benholmes@wildlife.org.au
Queensland Glider Network (QGN) is an
initiative of Wildlife Preservation Society of
Queensland.

When: Saturday May 5

Where: Redlands IndigiScapes Center and
Cleveland Sewage Treatment Plant

The day will involve:

2:00 Training workshop - Gliders of
Queensland: Ecology and Identification

3:00 Afternoon tea

3:30 Training continued — Glider survey
techniques, protocols and legal requirements
5:00 Meet at site for a site inspection and
prepare for stagwatching survey

6:30 Break for Dinner ( BBQ provided)
7:45 Re-convene at survey site and prepare
for spotlight survey.

8:30 Depart.

This schedule is quite flexible and can be altered to
fit the group’s needs.

What to bring :
- Folding chair if you can not sit comfortably
on the ground for 45-60min.
Appropriate walking shoes
Torch/head torch/ spotlight
Binoculars
Long pants

NB: RSVP is
essential, there
are a limited
number of
places
available.
Please confirm
you intention to
attend via
email.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.
Members are reminded that the meeting on
April 27" will be our Annual General Meeting.

Your participation is vital to ensure the society
meets it legal obligations.
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BIB REDUCES CAT ATTACKS

Wednesday, 04 April 2007 Murdoch University

Wildlife biologists at Murdoch University have
confirmed that commercially available CatBibs can
help reduce the number

of attacks on wildlife in

WA by altering the

hunting behaviour of

cats. Mike Calver,

Associate Professor in

Biological Sciences

worked with 56 cat

owners in Perth to find

out if CatBibs could

reduce attacks by cats on

wildlife.

The cats involved in the research had been
identified by their owners as hunters and most came
from the outer suburban foothills where cats have
ready access to native bushland. Each pet spent a
period of 3 weeks wearing the device and 3 weeks
without it. “The results revealed that the CatBibs
stopped 81 per cent of cats from catching birds, 33
per cent from catching reptiles and frogs, and 45
per cent from catching mammals,” Associate
Professor Calver said.

Alone or combined with a bell, these deterrent
devices may lead to reductions of 50 per centen th
numbers of prey taken by pet cats and may stop
some from hunting altogether. They cause no
significant cat welfare issues beyond the risk
inherent in wearing a collar.

Calver says that cat ownership is declining in
Australia. "One reason for this could be that pet
cats are bad for wildlife, and raise concern fer th
environment.



By Rosemary Opala

Overlooked by many plant nurseries for years, it seems that at
last Queensland’s own Brisbane Lily (Proiphys cunninghamii) is
getting some recognition.

In older botany texts, this “quiet achiever” (also known as Moreton
Bay Lily) is listed as Eurycles cunninghamii — one more example
of seemingly arbitrary name change in botanical circles.

Well, at least due tribute remains for explorer Alan Cunningham
who in 1824 reported the lily “growing in great abundance under
the Hoop Pines along the shores of Brisbane River”. In an 1832
text the plant was called Mr. Cunninghams’s eurycles: and by
1835 was named for the first time — The Brisbane Lily.

The late artist / conservationist Kathleen McArthur was
particularly fond of the Brisbane Lily, scattering plants throughout
her Caloundra wild-garden. She always stated firmly that our lily,
a historic species and confined to Queensland, should be
Brisbane’s floral emblem, not that gaudy Mexican Poinsettia!

P. cunninghamii, a plant of sheltered forest is dormant in winter.
By early summer large heart shaped leaves and tall stalks of
snow white flowers appear. Some experts say the lilies “resent
disturbance” and are preferably grown from the seed-like bulbs of
spent blossoms. While I've successfully relocated mature plants
through several gardens, it seems they’re quite happy with pot
plant status. And one of my Brisbane lilies (descended from K.
McArthur’'s garden) shares its container with a small native fern,
Oxalis weed, a Caladium and some self sown Love-flowers
(Pseuderanthemum variable): but still managed to produce
several handsome, 50cm flower stalks, last spring.

(A repotting is scheduled before next season.)

NB As a bonus the blooms attracted the regular dawn attentions
of a Blue-banded bee.

While there are various look alike white native lilies (and even a
snowy Christmas Orchid) a related Brisbane Lily species is
northern Queensland’s Cardwell or Christmas lily (P.
Amboinensis). The description says: “fragrant flowers open at
Christmas time”. Has any reader seen it ‘in the wild’?



Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland BaysidBranch

Email- bayside@wildlife.org.au

Website - http://www.branches.wildlife.org.au/baiesi
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When Opinions _ _
LastFriday of each month expressed in thi
(excluding December & January) ”heWS'et]feL e;re

Where Redlands IndigiScapes Centre ;nodse of the aurgo(t)

. 17 $lér(1)nymede Road, Capalaba necessarily thos

ime -2V pm of the Society.

Contacts

Steve Ph 3824 0522

Simon Ph 0412 075 334

Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland
Head Office

Ph 3221 0194

wpsg@wildlife.org.au

www.wildlife.org.au

Membership Application

Wildlife Preservation Society of Qld Bayside Branch

Membership types
$30.00 Single
$20.00 Concession

(pensioner or full student)
$45.00 Family or non profit group
$12.50 Junior (under 13 years)

Optional
Subscription: Wildlife Australia magazine

(Educational, informative & great photography)>Pecial Interests

___ $37.00 per year inc GST (four issues)
posted within Australia
__ $55.00 per year posted overseas airmail

Donation (optional) $
For campaign
(Bayside does not have tax deductible status

Total amount enclosed$

As a member | agree to be bound by the
rules of the society
Signature

Date [/ [/

~-New LI or Renewal [
Name
Address

Plc

Phone No
Email address
9 =

Payment by Credit Card
Card type— Bankcard__ Visa__ Mastercard__

Card No

/

Expiry Date

Name on the Card

Signature

Forward to WPSQ Bayside, PO Box 427, Capalaba @ 415



