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Our guest speaker for 25 August is Boyd Essex.  Earlier this year Boyd was fortunate enough 
to join a University of Queensland expedition which was to study the change of diversity 
along an inland desert river.  The area chosen to study was a Bush Heritage property on the 
Northern Territory / Queensland border which adjoined the Simpson Desert National Park.  
 
Boyd joined the team as a field research assistant and unofficial photographer.  The results 
of his photography are amazing.  The majority of wildlife recorded were reptiles and birds but 
the team was mainly surveying the ground dwelling animals.  
The variety of form and colour in the reptiles, particularly the 
lizards, is illustrated beautifully.   
 
There are also a number of stories to tell about flooded creeks, 
almost impassable sand hills and rather primitive camp 
conditions.  But how did Boyd get involved in this expedition?  
He will tell us that too. 
 
  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
PRESIDENTS REPORT 
    Steve Homewood 
 

  As the population of our shire grows there is 
increasing pressure on our flora and fauna to 
exist in their present environment. 
  Whilst we have come to accept some changes 
that have become inevitable, we cannot accept 
the selfish attitude of some residents and 
visitors. 
  It is time that there is a realisation that the 
rubbish that litters our streets and bushland will 
end up in our waterways and will kill our 
marine animals. 
  It is time that dogs and cats are constrained so 
that they do not continue to decimate our wild 
life. 
  It is time that remnant bushland is be 
protected from the vandalism that is being 
inflicted on it. 
  There has to be a concerted effort to educate 
to all residents and enforcement of local laws 
or our environment will be degraded to a point 
where the decline cannot be reversed. 

  There is no time for “workshops” or more 
consultation; we all know what should be done, 
it just needs the will; our patience has run out. 
  The WPSQ Southern Branches Get-together 
and AGM will be held at Kimberly College 
Carbrook over 8th-10th September, the theme 
“Conservation in the Suburbs” informative 
workshops, speakers and the annual dinner and 
it is only down the road. 
Look forward to seeing you there. 
 

 
 

LATE NEWS  – Queensland Duck & Quail 
hunting to be banned. See Head Office website. 
Thanks to all those who supported the postcard 
campaign. 
 

 
 

INTERESTING WEBSITE 
 
Eco-Buy website (http://www.ecobuy.org.au/) 
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    By Simon Baltais 
 
The Planning and Environment Court recently 
decided on the two Appeals on the Duncan Street, 
Wellington Point (Stariha); that is Stariha - vs - 
RSC and WPSQBB - vs RSC.  On both matters the 
judge upheld the appeals, which means both Stariha 
and WPSQBB were successful in their Appeals.  
This means WPSQ Bayside Branch won their 
Appeal against the Redland Shire Council. 
  
The legal strategy was to seek a better 
environmental outcome and on this matter we were 
successful. Of particular concern was ensuring the 
local koala population had some chance of survival.  
While there will be development the size of the 
development has been substantially reduced.  
However there will still be a need to continue to 
watch events, ensure conditions are complied with 
and ensure further development doesn't occur. 
  
This matter has been going on for several years. 
WPSQBB won the first Appeal in 2002.  The 
development proposed then was extensive, the 
latest Appeal has reduced an even smaller 
development even further. The potential removal of 
existing trees has been reduced to 6 - 8 trees and 
there is to be extensive replantings.  The many large 
trees on this site are safe. 
  
The final result is  
Area of equestrian centre - 9.2364 ha (greenspace - 
no trees to be touched) 
Land dedicated to Open Space and Park - 7.0489 
ha.   
There will be 52 lots over about 4.9 ha.  
  
While there was an option to take the matter further 
there was always a risk of losing what we had 
gained. Further WPSQBB and community funds 
would have been required to continue to fight the 
matter and with NO State Government support it 
was thought best to finalise with the gains achieved. 
Under the circumstances the koalas have a 
reasonable chance of survival in this area noted for 
its high koala numbers. 
  
If there is a sad note to a positive outcome it is the 
failure of the State Government to protect this 
important koala population and enforce 
their legislation allegedly setup to protect koalas. 
The subject development should never have been 
permitted but the State Government failed to assist 
and here we are. It is known that under the Beattie 
Government and the current Mayor of Redland 
Shire Council watch the koala population in the 
Redland Shire has gone from Common to 
Vulnerable, it is expected the latest research will 
confirm what already many know, that is, the 

Redland Shire koala population has 
possibly declined by as much as 50% in the last 
seven (7) years, taking the population from over 
4,000 down to 2,000; local extinctions are now a 
real possibility.  I may stand corrected, but on 
ground evidence suggests these figures are pretty 
close to the mark, I guess the pending release of 
recent research will tell. In many ways I hope I'm 
wrong. 
 
Thank you to all who have supported WPSQBB in 
the Duncan Street matter. It has been very much 
appreciated and has led to a good outcome. 
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Are you interested in the latest data on dugong 
stranding? 
 
Moreton Bay accounts for 25% of 
Queenslands dugong stranding and deaths. 
 
There was a drop in numbers from 2005 compared 
to 2004 however, there is good reason to once again 
emphasize the need to go slow in areas where 
dugongs frequent. 
 
We live in an area which is truly unique, we have 
the only major capital city in the world to have 
dugongs on its door step. 
  
For more information, please find below the link to 
the marine wildlife stranding and mortality database 
annual dugong report for 2005. 
 
http://www.epa.qld.gov.au/nature_conservation/wil
dlife/caring_for_wildlife/marine_strandings/ 
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The southern branches of WPSQ will be 
getting together over the weekend 8-10 
September. It’s a time to make new friends and 
spend time with old.  While there you will have 
the opportunity to learn through the series of 
planned workshops and enjoy field trips, a 
Quiz night and the Annual Dinner with a 
presentation by Dr Darryl Jones. 
You will also find out what the other branches 
are achieving and participate in the AGMs. 
 
For full details see the lift out in the centre of 
the Winter Wildlife Queensland newsletter or 
call 3221 0194. 
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Weekend Friday 27 - Sunday 29 October:  

This must be our members’ favorite destination for 
the weekend, enjoying a breathtakingly beautiful 
part of Queensland in a great and very affordable 
way. Alan Genninges‘ camp at Blue Lagoon is 
located on the beach front, under casuarina trees, 
just 5 minutes walk from the fresh water Blue 
Lagoon. Accommodation is in large canvas tents 
(4x6 m) and stretchers are provided. There is also a 
camp kitchen for cooking. All you need to bring is 
your sleeping bag, food, plate and utensils. The 
price includes MICat ferry fees, all transport on the 
island, national park fees and meal on Saturday 
evening. Parking fees on mainland must be paid 
separately to the ferry’s operator. 

Departures from  
Hawkins Transport, 14 Howard Drive, Lytton, at 
8.30am and 6.30pm on Friday 27 
Cost: Adults $125, non-members $135, children (12 
yrs and under) half price 
Enquiries and bookings: Alan Genninges on 0428 
783 781. All bookings require a $30 deposit per 
person, sent to Moreton Experience, P.O box 1668, 
Toowong, 4066, within 5 days of booking. 
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The Federal Court has given HSI the go ahead to 
sue Japanese whalers.  HSI was represented by 
Senior Counsel Stephen Gageler, Barrister Chris 
McGrath and the Environmental Defenders Office 
(EDO) of New South Wales.   . 
Environmental Law in the Public Interest 
Ph: 07 3211-4466     Email: edoqld@edo.org.au  
http://www.edo.org.au/edoqld 
 

������

��	�
���������������������

��	�
���������������������

��	�
���������������������

��	�
���������������
������

������

������

������

    ��� �!����!����!����!����� �� �!����������!����������!����������!����������� �� �� �� �
 
AUGUST 12th - Western extension walk  
7.30am – Boondall Railway Station car park 
(UBD Map 110 Q16) – BYO – Morning Tea 
 
SEPTEMBER 16th – EINBUNPIN & DOWSE 
LAGOONS WALK  
7.30am – Einbunpin Lagoon car park - 
Sandgate (UBD Map 110 Q5) BYO Morning 
Tea 
 
Contact: Jennifer Singfield – 3869 0359 
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Cars, not people, will claim most of the increase in 
world grain consumption this year.  
The US Department of Agriculture projects that 
world grain use will grow by 20 million tons in 
2006. Of this, 14 million tons will be used to 
produce fuel for cars in the United States, leaving 
only six million tons to satisfy the world’s growing 
food needs. 
In agricultural terms, the world appetite for 
automotive fuel is insatiable.  

http://www.ens-newswire.com 
 

By L R. Brown Washington DC, 15 July 06 (ENS) 
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The performance of the Mount Cotton Drama 
Group’s “Mt Cotton Quickies – a festival of 
short plays” on Friday 4 August was not only a 
very enjoyable experience but also a 
successful fund raiser for Wildlife Bayside. 
 
A total of 9 short plays were presented to a 
packed house over the evening with other 
entertainment in between.  It was a great effort 
by a very talented group of artists.   
 
If you have not yet had the pleasure of 
attending a performance by the Mount Cotton 
Drama Group there will be another play in 
October.  Check out their website 
www.mtcottondrama.com 
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From WPSQBB MEDIA RELEASE - 31 July 2006 
By Secretary Simon Baltais 
  
Saving our trees, particularly our large old trees 
appears not to be a high priority in the Redlands. 
  
Woody Vegetation (trees) clearing in Redland Shire 
due to residential development was, (Dept 
NRM&W SLATS data). 
99 – 2001 – 24 ha 
01 – 2003 – 56 ha 
03 – 2004 – 33 ha  
 
SLATS - Statewide Landcover and Trees Study.  
SLATS is created by the Department of Natural 
Resources, Mines and Water. It is a report on Land 
cover change in Queensland.  
  
Since 2001, the year Cr Seccombe became Mayor 
of Redland Shire, vegetation clearing due to urban 
development in Redland Shire has been high. As 
Redland Shire is the heart of the Koala Coast and 
vegetation loss is the number one major threat to 
koalas this is a major concern. 
  
Bushland cover in the Redland Shire 
1974 - mainland & small islands 9,086 ha  
1987 - mainland & small islands 7,836 ha 
1994 - mainland & small islands 7,340 ha 
The 1999 QLD State of the Environment report 
revealed there were 7,340 ha of bushland remaining 
on the mainland and small islands of Redland Shire, 
it is now less and 100’s of hectares are targeted for 
development. 
  
Further tree clearing is inevitable and will 
accelerate with the large number of approvals given 
to residential development, such as at Mt Cotton, 
which comprises of 168 ha of Endangered Regional 
Ecosystem and supporting many of the shires oldest 
trees.  
  
The latest figures don’t incorporate the recent major 
losses such as the expansion of West Mt Cotton 
quarry, residential development on Bunker Road, 
Victoria Point or industrial development at Weippin 
Street, Cleveland.  RSC approved these 
developments. Neither does it include the public 
bushland at Dinwoodie Road, Thornlands and 
Bunker Road, Victoria Point earmarked for selling 
off.  
  
 
 
It is little surprise that the koala population in the 
Redland Shire has gone from Common to 

Vulnerable, with the Redland Shire koala 
population possibly declining by as much as 50% in 
the last seven (7) years, taking the population from 
over 4,000 down to 2,000.  The situation is likely to 
continue to deteriorate with South East Thornlands 
succumbing to urban expansion policies and south 
of Boundary Road under threat from the same. 
   
A big concern is the loss of our old trees. Current 
mapping just doesn’t pick this type of clearing up.  
These trees are critical to the urban koalas but they 
are also the home for many native species.  The 
hollows found in these old trees provides homes for 
a wide variety of native fauna, something like 20% 
of all Australian land birds nest in hollows, 30% of 
non passerines (owls, parrots etc) nest in hollows 
and 42% of mammals use hollows.  The loss of 
these trees in Redland Shire has been extensive and 
consequently so has the loss of our native wildlife.   
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A media release by secretary Simon Baltais on 14 
July expressed concern about illegal tree clearing at 
Cape Cleveland and announced WPSQBB would 
give a reward for information that would lead to 
prosecution.   
 
President Steve Homewood added that coastal 
vegetation is clearly important to wildlife and 
community amenity as well as being very important 
to industries such as fisheries and tourism. 
 
Cr Debra Henry had pursued the matter and some 
other councillors supported action but up until the 
time of our press release Redland Shire Council had 
been noticeably absent in dealing with the matter. 
 
WPSQBB was forced to offer rewards to help track 
down the vandals who are the cause of this illegal 
clearing. 
 
Our offer of a reward brought action.   

 
It was announced in the 
Bayside of 1 August that the 
Redland Shire Council would 
offer a larger reward that we 
could provide for information 
leading to prosecution of tree 
vandals. 
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Concerns have been raised with Environmental 
Agencies about the possible effects of Beche-de-
mer harvesting.  Some of the points raised were: 
 
One of the by products of processing is stickwater, 
which contains a toxin (holothurine) that originates 
from the boiling of the holothurian skin. It is known 
that stickwater released directly into the marine 
environment has caused fish kills (Prolon, 2004). 
Holothurine is thermostable and believed to 
interfere with the action of the fish branchiae, a 
property, which has long been made use of by 
Pacific fishermen to catch fish by poisoning (Fao, 
1990). We know Beche-de-mer possess a peculiar 
specialized defence system, Cuvierian tubules. The 
system is mobilized when the animal is 
mechanically stimulated, resulting in the discharge 
of a few white filaments, the tubules. 
 
There is also concern that the impact of the removal 
of Beche-de-mer from the environment upon 
ecological communities, the food chain and the 
physical environment are still unknown.  Beche-de-
mer play an important role in maintaining the health 
of marine ecosystems, particularly corals and 
seagrass, having the capability of filtering large 
volumes of sediments (bioturbation) and recycling 
biomatter and nutrients. 
 

 
Illustration by L Saunders 

 
Dangerous cyanobacteria bloom, Lyngbya 
Majuscula, is likely caused by the combination of 
increased bioavailability of iron caused by the 
interaction between organic matter, iron and UV 
light, phosphorus availability and atmospheric 
nitrogen fixation. With the removal of organisms 
that take out organic waste from the marine 
environment and the additional 20 - 28 tonnes of 
untreated organic waste dumped into Moreton Bay, 
the by product of the fishery (gutting of beche-de-
mer at sea), there is ample reasons to strive to 
obtain a comprehensive understanding of the 
impacts of this fishery. For example, if the original 
annual Total Allowable Catch (TAC) was achieved 
the amount of organic waste dumped into Moreton 
Bay could be as high as 45 tonnes. 
 

�'
'
'��'
'
'��'
'
'��'
'
'�  - The recent cyclone devestation 
of banana plantations in NQ and the resultant 
fruit price rises prompted local author 
Rosemary Opala to forward this short extract.   
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By Rosemary Opala 
 

Banana:  A broad-leafed herbaceous perennial 
plant of the genus Musa (from the Arabic mouz 
or muz: the Tree of Paradise). 
 

Note:  Bananas are not trees but monocots such 
as grass or corn.  Trunks are not woody but 
made from tightly overlapping leaf bases.  
After fruiting the next generation grows from a 
rhizome (horizontal underground root).  
 

The humble banana seems to have been first 
planted in Maroochy Shire in 1870.  (An 
impressive banana tree even decorated the front 
of the old publication: Historical Sketches of 
Queensland.)   
 

The seemingly hardy plant was prone to sundry 
serious diseases, chief among these Bunchy 
Top; seen in early days as a kind of botanical 
Aids!  This baffling disease came from our 
NSW border about 1910, spread mysteriously 
from plant to plant, and was eventually found 
to be caused by sap sucking Black Aphis. 
 

The Maroochy district was a quarantine area by 
1930: and banana plants a declared pest in 
Brisbane metropolitan fruit district – just about 
all of suburbia! 
 

Growing of bananas in suburban gardens was 
to the Authorities, “a serious menace to the 
industry – and in the vast majority of cases 
these bananas serve no useful purpose.” 
 

A bit hard for Brisbanites of the period to 
accept - with those waving green plumes as 
much part of the urban habitat as a lemon tree, 
a pawpaw or two, half a dozen chooks and the 
choko vine over the outdoor dunny! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland Bayside Branch 
Email- bayside@wildlife.org.au                              Website - http://www.branches.wildlife.org.au/bayside 
 
Meeting Information 
When   
 Last Friday of each month  
 (excluding December & January) 
Where     Redlands IndigiScapes Centre 
       17 Runnymede Road, Capalaba 
Time     7.30 pm 
 
 

           Illustration L Saunders  
Opinions 
expressed in this 
newsletter are 
those of the author 
and not 
necessarily those 
of the Society. 

 
Committee & Contacts      Wildlife Diary Dates 
President    Steve Homewood 3824 0522   
Vice President    John Payne 3206 0368  Friday 25 August 
Secretary    Simon Baltais 3822 4943  Bayside Branch General Meeting 
Treasurer   Maureen Tottenham 0418 197160  IndigiScapes, Runnymede Rd, Capalaba 
Executive      
    Cheryl Rynja 3206 4283   
    Janet Willoughby   8 to 10 September 
    Dianne Hausler   WPSQ Southern branches Get together 
    Don Baxter   Includes workshops, Quiz night, annual  
       dinner with special guest speaker & AGM 
Bayside Newsletter Editor   All as close as Logan 
    Doreen Payne    
Wildlife Diary Editor    
        Simon Baltais   Sunday 17 September (note date change) 
Koala News Editor   Dogs Day Out 
    Doreen Payne   Capalaba Regional Park 
    
Librarian   Pat Comer    
 
========================================================================== 
Membership Application       Date     /     / 
Wildlife Preservation Society of Qld Bayside Branch             --  New          or  Renewal      

 
Membership types 
__    $30.00   Single  
__    $20.00   Concession  
 (pensioner or full student) 
__    $45.00   Family or non profit group 
__    $12.50   Junior (under 13 years) 
 
Optional 

Name   _________________________________ 
 
Address  ________________________________ 
 

             ____________________P/c_______ 
 

Phone No  ______________ 
 

Email address  ____________________________ 
Subscription: Wildlife Australia magazine  
(Educational, informative & great photography) 

 

Special Interests_________________________ 

__  $37.00 per year inc GST (four issues)  
  posted within Australia 
__  $55.00 per year posted overseas airmail 
 
Donation (optional) $_________ 
For campaign  ……………………. 
(Bayside does not have tax deductible status) 
 

    
           Payment by Credit Card 
Card type– Bankcard__ Visa__ Mastercard__ 
 
Card No_______ _______ _______ _______ 

Total amount enclosed  $______________ 
 
As a member I agree to be bound by the 

 Expiry Date ____/_____ 
 
Name on the Card _______________________ 

rules of the society 
               Signature ___________________ 

 
  Signature  ________________ 

 
Forward to WPSQ Bayside, PO Box 427, Capalaba Q 4157 

 


