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Next Meeting- Friday 29 February 2008 - Something for the whole family

Martin Fingland from Geckos Wildlife Presentatidming to us a fascinating display of live animals
and an informative talk on our unique and wonde#ustralian wildlife and the value they bring to
our lives.

informative. It will amaze and delight you.
children and older folk will all be enchanted.

Coralwng and join the fun.

Martin is licensed to display wildlife and has agke range of “critters”.
His presentation will allow you to get up closeigiy you the opportunity
to see and touch a variety of mammals and reptiles

Both

So if you want to touch a snake or not touch a iT@eoll, DO NOT MISS THIS RARE

OPPORTUNITY. Gold coin entry.

Contact Steve 38240522, Doreen or John 32060368

PRESIDENTS REPORT

Steve Homewood

At long last we seemed to have returned to a
more normal weather pattern which has
certainly invigorated our Bushland. This will be
welcomed by wildlife that can only benefit
from its improved food source, it will need all
that energy to combat the stress imposed by
this expanding Shire.

This year we will continue our successful
bushland walks, we have ideas for Venmans

and Brisbane Koala Parklands amongst others.

We will be having our annual cruise as part of
Sea Week, this time out to Amity on
Stradbroke Island, | am sure this time Dugong
will be waiting.

Fund raising efforts this year will be
concentrated on our World Wetland Day
Dinner in June and a stall at a Flea Market at
Redland Bay in Mid-April where we would
welcome donated saleable items.

We hope to have four additional meetings this
year held during the day to cater for those who

are unable to attend on a Friday night. Our
Newsletter will provide details of upcoming
events.

We continue to have many unresolved issues
that affect our wildlife, bushland, bay and
foreshores that will require vigilance from the
community to prevent or curtail inappropriate
planning decisions. With our elected
representatives in “caretaker mode” there is no
certainty of outcomes concerning Koalas,
Biodiversity, Foreshore development, Quarries
and more.

As usual we have an interesting year ahead and
as usual we look forward to your input and
participation which makes this, such a strong
Seaweek Cruise

and valued Branch.

Join the fun and excitement on

Sunday 16 March 2008when we head out
Dugong hunting in Moreton Bay.
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See flyer & booking form enclosed for details.



By Doreen Payne
On Saturday 26 we celebrated Australia Day
but on that day we also lost a lovely Australian.

Rosemary Opala passed away on that day aged

85 years. No doubt many of you know her or
at least know of her for she has led a very
active life in the community. Her life has been
celebrated and written about on a number of
occasions but she is not easily categorized. She
could be called adventurous as she was
renowned for rowing herself to Coochie Island
in her young
days and later
she and her
husband
investigated
many of the
wild, hard to
get to areas
around the
Sunshine
Coast. Rosie
was also
known as a
dedicated nurse particularly in regard to her
time working on Peel Island where persons
suffering from Hanson’s disease were isolated.
She was an accomplished artist working in
clay, with pen and ink, pencil and in paint. On
top of this she was an author who had articles
published in the
Sunshine Coast
Daily over a 10 year
period, in the
Wildlife  Australia
Magazine plus a
number of other
publications.

But | didn't know
her in the old days.
It was not until
around 1995 that |
came to know her.
As editor of Bayside
newsletter | was
very please to start
receiving regular
articles from her
together with

delightful
illustrations.
As | got to
know her |
found we
shared a lot of
interests.

In the last few
years we were
to share many

outings to
natural areas,
mainly in

Redlands, just

to enjoy the sights and sounds. She loved to
find natural areas not visited before as well as
going back to areas she had known in the past
just to see what changes had occurred. Rosie’s
interest and excitement over plants ‘discovered’
was infectious. There were also visits to
different plant nurseries to see if they had just
the right plant for her small garden.

Then there were the art shows, of which there
were many, the museum and special events
where Rosie was often a valued guest. There
were more mundane outings too like buying a
few groceries which was usually followed by
coffee and cake.

Rosie was always full of plans for her next
project. She continued to be a prolific writer of
both articles and letters.

| will miss her sense of humour, her funny
comments on her fellow humans, her zest for
life and our weekly coffee and cake.
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Help Koalas

Since 1999, koala numbers have declined by 27%
in Redland Shire and by 26% in the Koala Coast
respectively, with potential extinction likely to

occur throughout the area in less than 20 years
unless an urgent action is taken. An e-petition has
been launched asking the government to ensure the
remaining koala habitat in the rural and urbansrea
of the Koala Coast, particularly in the Redland
Shire, is fully protected.

You are urged to sign the petition at
http://www.parliament.qgld.gov.au/view/EPetitions__
gld/CurrentEPetition.aspx?PetNum=974




Russell Island

The Minister for Primary Industries and Fisheries
was recently contacted in relation to his
departments apparent disinterest in the development
proposed for Russell Island.

Our concern is that coastal development continues
to have a major negative impact upon coastal
resources, in particular fishing resources and
marine plants.

The department has some clear guidelines on
buffers  between  development and fish
habitat/marine plants and yet they were apparently
not even considered in the subject development
application. Is the department not concerned about
major coastal development in the middle of
Moreton Bay?

We sincerely hope that officers of the department
understand the significance of Moreton Bay given it
is an internationally listed RAMSAR site, a Marine
Park and a valuable habitat for many and varied
species, which includes fish.
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Sea World hospital challenge

A recent Sunday Mail article by

Paul Weston reported that a record

number of sick or injured turtles

were in care at Sea World.

The turtle hospital is operating at

capacity, and experts blame increased boating
traffic and pollution in Moreton Bay.

Eight rescued green turtles are in a private pool
accessed by marine biologists, while 11 younger
ones have been placed in a recovery pool that can
be viewed by the public. There were hopes that
some young turtles would be fit enough for release
after a short rehabilitation.

Turtles are nhamed and tagged, and a handful in
recent years have had to come back for more care
after being found floating in the sea with recugrin
health problems caused by pollution or parasites.
The worst of the wounded in the recovery pool is a
youngster with a dent in the middle of his shellilan

a missing left front flipper; the victim of a boat
strike. Another turtle is listless due to a stomach
complaint and would not dive. Returned to the sea,
it would almost certainly die.

There had been an unusually large number of turtle
"strandings" this year. The majority of thdaetles
have come to us with floating syndrome, which

relates to a blockage in the animal's gut, inhiliti
their ability to dive and feed. Other turtles come
after consuming considerable volumes of plastics,
which is why it is so important not to discard your
rubbish in waterways.

About 200 turtles are killed in Moreton Bay each
year, with September and October the worst months
as they become more active.
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Wanted

When having your New Year’s resolution cleanout
please put aside any good salable items.

Wildlife Bayside will have a fund raiser Garage
Sale in early April and we are asking for the
donation of goods to sell. We are looking for
household items but not large furniture items or
clothes (as storage room is limited).

If you have items to donate please contact Maureen
on 0418 197 160

€ ¥ &—m

Carer Money Available

Thanks to a grant from Councilor Murray Elliott of
Redland Shire Council we have money available to
reimburse carers for some costs in relation tangari
for native wildlife and rehabilitating them back to
the wild.

If you would like to apply please send detailsha t
animals in care and receipts for expenses incurred.
All applications assessed on their merits. Post to
WPSQ Bayside, PO Box 427, Capalaba Q 4157
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Coochie Curlew Count

Saturday 9 February on Coochiemudlo Island.
Conducted late afternoon and includes BBQ
afterwards. Contact Lisa or Jenny at IndigiScapes
on 3824 8611 if you are interested in participating
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World Wetland Day Walk

The walk to celebrate World Wetlands Day
which was to take place on Sunday 3 February
was cancelled due to predictions of poor
weather conditions. It is intended to hold the
walk on an alternative date so if you are
interested in looking at a range of habitats or
traversing the old fringing reef and seeing
remnants of coral you still have the chance.
Contact Steve on 3824 0522.



World Wetlands Day

(Adapted from a Media Release by Simon Baltais)
Each year on the"2February we celebrate World
Wetlands Day (WWD) a day we focus and take
stock of how well we are caring for one of the most
important habitats to man and wildlife, our
wetlands. WWD marks the anniversary of the
signing of the Convention on Wetlands in Ramsar,
Iran, (Ramsar Convention) on 2 February 1971.

The international theme for World Wetlands Day
2008 is Healthy Wetlands, Healthy People.
Wetlands help humans and wildlife in many ways:
They
- provide habitat for plants and animals.
help control flood waters by acting like a giant
sponge, absorbing water during heavy rainfall
then slowly releasing it back into the ecosystem
can assist in erosion control as they are often
located between water bodies and high ground.
The roots of the vegetation help to protect soil
from high impact events such as wave action or
heavy rainfall events
are important culturally and for recreational
activities
enhance water quality as they act like giant
kidneys, purifying and processing nutrients,
suspended materials and other pollutants
Unfortunately, we have not looked after our
wetlands. Between 1974 and 1989 we destroyed
8,774 ha of melaleuca wetland in SEQ. In the
Brisbane area alone we have reduced melaleuca
wetlands from 13,000 ha in 1820 to 390 ha today.

It is vitally important that we protect remaining

wetlands. They bring wealth and good health to our
local communities. The waterways of SEQ and
Moreton Bay are particularly deserving of better
protection and care.

Healthy Waterways 2007 Report card, while

showing we have made some improvements in the
way we care for SEQ waterways, showed there is
an urgent need for greater commitment from

government, industry & the community.”

Waterways and wetlands rated poorly with an (‘F"),
Brisbane River (upper catchment ‘F’; lower

catchment ‘F) and Logan River (catchment D;
Estuary ‘D’). These waterways are in an

extremely poor state of health, as Moreton Bay
went backwards froma ‘B'toa ‘B .

With an extra 1 million people coming to SEQ by
2026, over 60,000 hectares of bushland and open
space will be covered with houses, so the negative
pressure on our wetlands can only increase. With
increased growth will come more habitat
destruction, more pollution, more fishing pressure
and more toxic algal blooms. Will wetlands survive

the consequences of unsustainable growth? The
indicators show they will only continue to decline
in health
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Moreton Bay Dugong

(Adapted from a Media Release by Simon Baltais)
The release of the EPA2006 Dugong Stranding
Report reveals the largest number of dugong
mortalities recorded, for areas providing increased
protection for dugong, once again occurred in the
Moreton Bay Marine Park.

It is a real concern that dugong deaths are up in
Moreton Bay though not unexpected. Pressures
from increased human population, loss of marine
habitat and a substantial increase in human agtivit

will no doubt have a major negative impact upon

marine species like dugongs. Thirty-nine percent
(39%) of the dugong stranding records from

Queensland for the year 2006 came from the
Moreton Bay Marine Park, compared with 25% in

2005. For over seven years dugong mortality in the
Moreton Bay Marine Park has been very high.

Clearly the Queensland Government is NOT doing
enough for Moreton Bay’s dugongs and the general
long term trend in fatalities can only get worse

unless better protection is provided for dugongs an

their habitat and greater controls are placed on
coastal development, stormwater pollution and
boating traffic.

The loss of one dugong to human impact is
recognized by the science as a real blow to a
dugong population given their breeding rate is very
low. It's not good enough that our Marine Parks are
not safe for dugongs.
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A series of free workshops will celebrate our
wildlife and its fascinating behaviours.

Saturday 23 February 2008L30-5.00pm
Who vy' gonna call? Injured and orphaned
wildlife, prevention and care.
Beaudesert Information and Arts Centre, Brisbane
St., Beaudesert.
Care of injured and orphaned wildlife, value of
wildlife care for conservation, welfare and
education, courses in wildlife care, prevention of
roadkill and illegal activities. Plans for the futu—
what is most urgently needed? Bring your ideas
ready for the open discussions

Zan

following introductory talks.
*’E’s




Lungfish - Qld Government’s

green credentials in tatters
(Adapted from a Media Release by Simon Baltais)

The Queensland Government's green credentials
are in tatters over proposals to build a dam across
the Mary River at Traveston Crossing, while
maintaining the health of local lungfish
populations, according to a council member of one
of Queensland’'s largest wildlife conservation
organisations.

If artificial breeding programs rather than habitat
protection are the chief means of providing a feitur
for the lungfish then the State Government’s green
credentials are in tatters.

Lungfish (Neoceratodus forsteri), variously known
as Queensland or Australian lungfish, has been
protected since 1914 under Qeeensland Fish
and Oyster Acand subsequently under the
Fisheries Act 1994 ungfish are listed as
vulnerable under theEPBC Act

A $35 million fish tank is apparently the State
Government’s answer to protecting the Mary River
lungfish, which is not a common species, despite
what acting Queensland Premier Paul Lucas
suggests. Acting Queensland Premier Paul Lucas
went on record as having said that the dam will go
ahead even before the closing date for public
submissions on the project’s environmental impact
study which was 14 January 2008.

It is contemptible behaviour for a Minister to come
out and say the dam is going ahead prior to the
public consultation process for the Traveston
Crossing Dam having been completed. | suggest
this sends the message that regardless of the impac
or community concern, the State Government
doesn’t give a dam about either.

The  Environmental Impact Study (EIS)
commissioned by the government organisation in
charge of the Traveston Crossing Dam, Queensland
Water Infrastructure, highlights the fact that the
Mary River lungfish were previously translocated
to seven locations, which included the Brisbane
River, North Pine River, Albert River, Condamine
River, Coomera River and Enoggera Reservoir.
Since these translocations, lungfish can only be
found in the Brisbane River and North Pine River.

The home of the lungfish is the Mary River and
Burnett River, therefore this makes the natural
lungfish population rare and it is extremely
important to protect those rivers and the lungfish
populations they support. It will be the Mary Rive

that provides a future for the lungfish not some
glorified fish tank.

The EIS has shown that while dams such as
Wivenhoe and North Pine can support existing
mature lungfish populations, they were useless for
breeding purposes, effectively causing the
populations in dams to die out.

“What dams do well is destroy considerable areas
of lungfish breeding habitat,” said Simon Baltais.

The EIS however, has made it very clear that only
the Mary River lungfish population would be likely

to possess the full evolutionary potential of the
species. Translocated lungfish are likely to have
limited genetic variation, therefore to protect
species one must protect that genetic variation.

Lungfish are still found in the Burnett River bhet
State Government has built a dam on this river,
destroying further lungfish habitat and disrupting
successful breeding. Their solution to saving the
lungfish on this river has been a fishway, a means
to allow lungfish to move over the dam. Research
conducted into the effectiveness of the fishway
shows that it has been a dismal failure and they
don't address habitat loss. What the State
Government has achieved is condemned a living
fossil (the lungfish) to an uncertain future.

€ ¥ &—m

World Wetlands Day Seminar

On Saturday 2 February Wildlife Preservation
Society of Queensland Bayside Branch in
conjunction with Boondall Tichi Tamba branch and
Moreton Bay Coastcare presented an international
shorebirds seminar and a Moreton Bay Marine Park
workshop.

This was organise to highlight the
interconnectivity of wetlands

throughout the world and their

importance to the survival of

migratory wader birds.

In addition the Moreton Bay Marine

Park plan was discussed the status of

the review currently being undertaken

and the need for anyone who cares

about Moreton Bay to participate in the review.
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BATTY BOAT CRUISES

The last opportunity for

participating in a Batty Boat

Cruise this season will be on

Sunday 9 March. If you have never been on
one catch this chance. For Bookings go to
www.wildlife.org.au or telephone 3221 0194

CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY
Will be on Sunday 2 March — get involved in your
local area and help keep our home beautiful.




Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland BaysidBranch

Email- bayside@wildlife.org.au

Website - http://www.branches.wildlife.cag/bayside

Meeting Information Opinions  expresse(
When implied or inferredin
LastFriday of each month this newsletter are
(excluding December & January) those of the author an
Where Redlands IndigiScapes Centre not necessarily thos
17 Runnymede Road, Capalaba of the Society..
Time 7.30 pm
lllustration L Saunders
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Committee & Contacts

Wildlife Diary Dates

President Steve Homewood 3824 0522
Vice President John Payne 3206 0368 Fridayetguary
Secretary Simon Baltais 3822 4943 Bayside Brabeneral Meeting
Treasurer Maureen Tottenham 0418 197160 Indégi€s, Runnymede Rd, Capalaba
Executive
Don Baxter Sunday 2 March
Dianne Hausler Clean Up Australia Day
Doreen Payne
Bayside Newsletter Editor Sunday 16 March
Doreen Payne Seaweek Cruise
Wildlife Diary Editor Enjoy Moreton Bay
Simon Baltais
Koala News Editor Friday 28 March
Paulette Jones Bayside Branch General Meeting
The Nostalgic Times Editor IndigiScapes, RunnyenBd, Capalaba
Dianne Hausler
Librarian Sunday 13 April
Pat Comer Garage Sale
Membership Application Date [/ [/
Wildlife Preservation Society of Qld Bayside Branch —-New L or Renewal
Membership types Name
$30.00 Single
$20.00 Concession Address
(pensioner or full student)
__ $45.00 Family or non profit group Plc
$12.50 Junior (under 13 years) Phone No
Optional Email address
Subscription: Wildlife Australia magazine _
(Educational, informative & great photography)>Pecial Interests
___ $37.00 per year inc GST (four issues) r o
posted within Australia Q/":;ﬁ , Q/":;ﬁ
__ $55.00 per year posted overseas airmail Payment by Credit Card

Donation (optional) $
For campaign ................coonil.

(Bayside does not have tax deductible status

Total amount enclosed$

Card type— Bankcard__ Visa__ Mastercard___

Card No

Expiry Date /

As a member | agree to be bound by the Name on the Card

rules of the society
Signature

Signature

Forward to WPSQ Bayside, PO Box 427, Capalaba @ 415



