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On July 27th we welcome Paul Smith Community Relations Manager from Consolidated 
Rutile Limited (CRL) who conduct a sand mining operation on Stradbroke Island.  Paul will 
discuss the Environmental management at CRL which will include:  
 

 * 40 years of history - both good and bad, what has happened and what have we learnt, and 
more importantly what are we doing now? 
 

* Rehabilitation Criteria, what do CRL do and how good are they? 
 

* Fauna management at CRL, the story so far and what is next to do? 
 

 There will be time for Paul to address questions and concerns so come along an learn about 
what is happening on one of our beautiful bay islands. 
 
  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
PRESIDENTS REPORT 
    Steve Homewood 
 

Halfway through the year and I am pleased with the 
response to our meetings and activities. Don’t 
forget the walk to Coochie at the end of July and 
our informative talks on Moreton Bay each month. 
 

There has been an increased focus by most people 
on their environment and the realisation that 
something urgent needs to be done. This often falls 
to the individual. We are being bombarded with 
information on, how to save water, to grow native 
plants, to buy energy efficient appliances and 
lighting, to use public transport or car share. We 
have incentives to buy rainwater tanks and solar 
power systems. Everyone would have embraced 
some of these innovations. We would tentatively, 
with reservations, have accepted the Urban 
Management Plan and some road upgrades. We 
recognise the need to protect our open space from 
exploitation, whether it is the Bay or the Bush 
 

Unfortunately this comprehension has not been 
apparent in other areas. The Animal Management 
Laws and Koala Conservation and Management 
Policy have yet to be adopted by council after 
months of procrastination. That they are 
contemplating a “Super Quarry” at Mount Cotton, 
that there is an intense lobby to increase urban land 
within the shire, that we have a furore over an idea 
to protect at least 10% of Moreton Bay, means we 
are still captive to the development industry. 

 

The Society is well aware of the consequences of 
this to our wildlife and continues to pressure for a 
better outcome. Members should continue with 
submissions, emails and letters and attendance at 
briefings. 
 

Yes, we do make a difference. 

 
TIRELESS CAMPAIGNER GAINS AWARD 
Simon Baltais, secretary of our Branch and 
tireless campaigner for the environment won 
the Individual Category of the Redland Shire 
Council World Environment Day Awards 2007. 
Simon is pictured with the other 5 nominees.  
Congratulations to all. 
 

Photograph by D Henry 
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Doreen has been a resident 
of the Redlands for the past 
30 years.  She joined the 
Wildlife Preservation 
Society of Queensland in 
1993, taking on the 
positions of treasurer and 
newsletter editor for the 
Bayside Branch – the latter 
position she still retains. 
Over the years she has 
organised a number of 
events, displays, guest 
speakers and a host of other 
activities such as the recent 
platypus survey. 
 

Wallabies top the list of 
Doreen’s favourite wildlife, 
closely followed by all 
varieties of birds.  She also receives much pleasure 
from being able to observe wildlife both at home 
and in nearby bushland areas.  Her favourite plant is 
the Hovea, which creates such beauty and eye 
catching colour each passing winter. And as for 
hobbies and interests, Doreen enjoys bush walking, 
bird watching, yoga, ballroom dancing, line 
dancing, family history research and reading 
(particularly murder mysteries). 
 

Since giving up full time work, Doreen has worked 
in a voluntary capacity at WPSQ head office.  She 
has also spent many years volunteering at 
IndigiScapes and other community organisations.  
She joined the Glider Reserve bushcare group in 
1996 after being involved in the campaign to save 
the area from development.  In 2004 she became 
the coordinator for the Luke St bushcare group. In 
recent years Doreen returned to learning and 
completed a Certificate III and a Diploma in 
Natural Resource Management at TAFE. Finally, 
Doreen believes that one of the most important 
things in life is your friends.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OBJECTIONS RAISED 
The branch has raised objections to the Quarry 
at Mt Cotton by the Barro Group.  The 
objection has a number of points some of 
which are: 
 

§ The proposed development is inconsistent 
the Local Planning Scheme and inconsistent 
with SEQ Regional Plan and Nature 
Conservation (Koala) Conservation Plan 2006 
and Management Program 2006 – 2016. It will 
result in the destruction of excessive koala 
habitat.  
 

§ The proposal will damage one of the 
healthier waterways in the Redland / Logan 
Region. 
 

§ The area is central to regional wildlife and 
biodiversity corridors. It should not be 
compromised as it contains Redlands’ only 
cloud rainforest community. Edge effects and 
removal of woodlands that buffer the rainforest 
will result in significant negative impacts. 
However, the greatest negative impact is likely 
to be due to changes in the micro climate. 
Removal of the woodland buffer would see 
some drying out of the rainforest, resulting in 
changes in species makeup and increasing the 
susceptibility of the rainforest to fire. 
 

§ The development will have a major negative 
impact upon local communities creating 
dangerous roads where proposed haul routes 
are already at capacity with local commuters. 
These same roads also provide access to 
schools and a childcare facility.  
 

§ Quarrying activities are too close to residents 
and will present a major potential human 
health hazard due to dust and the potential for 
the disease silicosis.   
 

§ This development will result in permanent 
and irreversible impact on the natural features 
and landscapes. The landscapes in this area 
are perhaps the most significant in the shire 
and of Regional Significance.  
 

 

Thank you for support 
We were delighted to receive from the Grand 
View Hotel a donation of two $50 meal 
vouchers for use in the Emu Point Garden 
Restaurant.  These vouchers were used as 
part of our fund raising efforts at the World 
Environment Day dinner. 
A wonderful boost to our endeavours. 
 



One bird’s fruit is another bird’s 
poison 

By Rosemary Opala 
 
Well who’d have thought that the popular bland 
avocado fruit has a sinister quality? 
 

I only learned of these after our own ‘resident – 
maggies’ last nesting season.  In desperation 
at the quartet (harassed parents and nagging 
young) I hurled a left over avocado at them as 
a hint to stop haunting my back premises. 
 

Far from discouragement at the change from 
the usual, small scraps treat, the parents fell 
on the avocado with relish and introduced it to 
the offspring.  With four beaks at work only 

bare shell and 
stripped seed 
remained!  This 
ritual was to 
continue almost 
daily till the young 
were (reluctantly) 
independent: when 
quite suddenly my 
avo offerings were 
left untouched by all 
the family. 

 

Meantime I’d used the above material in a 
nature note for May/June 07 QNC News.  So 
imagine my consternation on learning from 
expert Ross McKenzie that avocado flesh can 
be lethal to some birds! (Type of toxin not 
detailed.)  Caged birds such as Canaries, 
Budgies and Cockatiels are among species 
killed by a single avocado meal. 
 

At the time of being made aware of the 
foregoing ‘my’ Maggie quartet seems in 
excellent health on their occasional 
opportunistic drop-ins (usually late in the day.)  
Possibly a magpie’s robust build - and my own 
stinginess with the flesh of a favourite diet item 
- would have lessened any ill effects? 
 

Wonder what avocado tastes like to a bird? 
 

 

Moreton Bay Marine Park Plan  
Please have input into the Moreton Bay Marine 
Park Plan. It’s simple. Go to 
http://www.epa.qld.gov.au/mbmp/feedback.php 
Click on the map area that concerns you most. 
Click the map again to focus.  Finally it will 
bring up a feedback form. It’s restrictive but 
worthwhile completing the form so please 
preserver. Input is essential to gain a balance. 

Wildlife & Moreton Bay – 
Sunday 22 July 2007    
 

Moreton Bay is once more highlighted at our 
July daytime meeting commencing at 9.30am.  
Special guest speaker is Dr Kathy Townsend 
who is the Education Officer for Moreton Bay 
Research Station UQ on Stradbroke Island.  
Kathy will introduce us to the Research Station 
and the fascinating research that is being 
undertaken there. 
Those who have been fortunate enough to visit 
the research station will know it is quite 
extensive. 
 

Moreton Bay Wildlife Talk held at IndigiScapes 
Native Botanic Gardens 17 Runnymede Road 
Capalaba Q 4157. 
For more information please contact Simon at 
baltais@bigpond.net.au or  
ph/f: 07-3822-4943 
 

 
National Tree Day     
Sunday 29 July 2007 
 

National Tree Day can be a time to appreciate 
the natural environment and see an area you 
have not visited for some time. 
Come for a walk on Coochiemudlo Island to 
see the range of species and abundance 
present on this small island.   
 

Meet at 8.50am at the ferry pier Victoria Point 
Essential items to bring are good walking 
shoes, hat, water and insect repellent. 
Walk is expected to take around 2½ hours. 
Morning tea provided – donation of gold coin 
would be appreciated. 
 

Please call Doreen to let her know you will be 
attending - telephone 3206 0368. 
 
 
 
Quiz Night  
Saturday August 25th at 7pm.  
Come along and enjoy a night of 
fun and friendly competition. 
Prizes to be won. 
$5.00 entry fee to cover costs. 
Supper provided – BYO drinks. 
 
For catering purposes please advise by Friday 
24th that you are attending.   
Call Steve on 3824 0522 
 
 



SCALY-BREASTED LORIKEET 
 

By DSP 
 
The Scaly-breasted lorikeet is a slightly smaller 
cousin of the Rainbow lorikeet.  Its feathers are 
basically green with some yellow markings on 
the chest and back.   It has a red bill and red 
under the wings which is only visible in flight.  
This lovely bird is sometimes overlooked as it 
is well camouflaged in the trees, sounds very 
like its cousin and sometimes travels with it.   
 
Naturalists say that the Scaly-breasted lorikeet 
was once common throughout southeast 
Queensland but this does not appear to be the 
case today.  Its more adaptable cousin the 
Rainbow has overtaken it.  You can see and 
hear Rainbows everywhere and in great 
numbers while a sighting of a Scaly-breasted 
is becoming only occasional in many areas.   
 
It may be that our gardening practices paid a 
part in this reversal of fortunes for the lorikeets.  
While the Rainbow lorikeet will feed from a 
large variety of plants including the flowers of 
exotic species the Scaly-breasted lorikeet 
appears to be a little harder to please.  It does 
not seem to have adapted to the introduced 
plants consequently as the landscape changes 
more and more to exotic plants this beautiful 
bird looses more feeding opportunities. 
 
In addition to that the Scaly-breasted lorikeet 
must compete for nest sights.  The Scaly nests 
in hollows in eucalypt trees.  And so do the 
Rainbow lorikeets, various parrots, rosellas, 
ducks, owls, dollar birds, kookaburras, and 
many other bird species including the 
aggressive introduced Common myna plus a 
variety of mammals not to mention feral bees.  
These tree hollows can take 100 years to 
develop but the eucalypt trees are being 
cleared from many areas and so the Scaly has 
some very tough competition for a home.  
Naturally if no home can be found there is no 
opportunity for breeding.   
 
So what can be done to assist the Scaly.  First 
we can plant local flowering native species of 
plants in our gardens.  They appear to feed 
mainly on nectar and pollen from eucalypts 
and melaleucas while some fruits, seeds and 
grains are also eaten.  Second if you have 
room a local species of eucalypt would be of 
great benefit to many of our wildlife.  Thirdly 
please support all efforts to retain bushland 
areas for the benefit of all. 
 
 

Did you know? 
Echidna Watch is still up & running! 
 

 
Not only is it running but your input is both 
sought and needed.  You are the eyes that are 
out there on a daily basis.  We need you to 
contribute any sightings of Echidnas wether 
alive or dead. 
If by chance you have the opportunity to 
photograph an Echidna we would welcome a 
copy of your photograph for our newsletter.  
Send sighting information to 
wpsq@wildlife.org.au or  
post to Level 1, 95 William St, Brisbane 4000 
For more information or sighting forms go to 
http://www.wildlife.org.au/wildlife.html and 
select Echidna Watch or telephone 3221 0194. 
 

 
BAT ALERT 
Flying foxes are hungry.  As a result they are 
coming low into backyard trees looking for food 
are being caught and injured by dogs. They 
are also staying in food trees through the day 
and not returning to the colony. Orange trees 
have been attracting them on many occasions 
– this is the last resort food – the 
young and the old are starving. 
 
Dog attack on flying foxes was once rare but in 
recent weeks it has become an epidemic. As a 
result of these attacks, bats are being 
euthanased.  Bats are a protected species and 
need our help. 
 
Please alert friends and neighbours to this 
problem. Plant winter flowering / fruiting trees 
to help them survive. Please do not  use 
netting on trees as the animals become caught 
and are easily injured. 
 
HELPLINE – 07 3321 1229 
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Trees play a vital role in maintaining the 
sustainability of our world and it is distressing 
to see that the number of trees worldwide are 
rapidly declining. Trees are logged for the 
production of wood products and the need for 
cleared space, such as land for urban and rural 
development for agriculture. Trees form a nice 
part of the world and are enjoyed by many 
bushwalkers and naturalists, but in parts of the 
world, it is quite probable that if they returned 
20 years later, they might find that the forests 
that they once walked in have been           
transformed into an urban community or 
farmlands with only stumps of trees             
remaining. Without trees, not only has the 
world lost some of its beauty but the Earth is at 
risk of becoming poisoned by the effects of 
global warming and drought. 
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The mass logging of trees on a global scale 
causes many long term negative effects, 
including global warming. The changes in the 
atmosphere due to the lack of trees can be 
linked to the issue of global warming. Trees 
absorb carbon dioxide from the atmosphere and 
release oxygen and by doing this they reduce 
carbon dioxide and increase oxygen. With 
fewer trees, this would not occur as much and 
also with increased carbon dioxide emissions, 
global warming might be increased. 
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The removal of trees creates a number of other 
regional problems, such as drought and lack of 
water; landslides and the erosion of land; the 
destruction of wildlife habitat; and an increased 
risk of flooding. Out of all these problems, lack 
of water could be said to be the worst. Trees 
quickly return water back to the atmosphere in 
the same area, using the water absorbed from 
rain; without trees, there will be less moisture 

in the air and the rain will instead be deposited 
in nearby oceans due to runoff. This occurrence 
can be seen in the deforested areas of north and 
north-west China. According to the China 
National Environmental Protection Agency, the 
annual precipitation level has dropped by one 
third between the 1950’s and 1980’s. This drop 
in precipitation levels can also be seen in 
Australia, which is currently suffering one of 
the worst droughts in history. 
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Landslides and erosion are another problem 
and low lying shrubs and the roots of trees bind 
and trap the soil and prevent erosion and 
landslides. A lack of trees also increases runoff, 
which is a major contributor to flooding and 
pollution of creeks and streams. 
 
Countries such as Brazil and Nigeria destroy 
more trees than most other countries in the 
world.  In Brazil, “more than four million acres 
of rainforest in the Brazilian Amazon were lost 
to illegal and destructive logging”.  
(Greenpeace).  
 
The destruction of trees is a world wide issue. 
Mass logging in one country can create global 
havoc for the rest of the world by means of 
erosion, water pollution and global warming. 
The destruction of trees should be limited to 
reduce these negative effects and to preserve 
the beauty of nature. It is up to people and 
governments of the world to try and put a stop 
to this present problem. 
 
 
 
AGM 
The society will hold its AGM and southern 
branches get-together 14-16 September in 
Taroom.  Hosted by the small but active branch 
of Upper Dawson the weekend involves an 
interesting and varied agenda. 
See details on page 16 of the Winter 2007 
edition of the Wildlife Queensland newsletter. 
All members are encouraged to attend.  Book 
your accommodation now as this is somewhat 
limited.  Car pooling is recommended. 
 
 
 



 
Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland Bayside Branch 
Email- bayside@wildlife.org.au  
Website - http://www.branches.wildlife.org.au/bayside 
 
Meeting Information 
When   
 Last Friday of each month  
 (excluding December & January) 
Where     Redlands IndigiScapes Centre 
       17 Runnymede Road, Capalaba 
Time     7.30 pm 
 
 

  
Opinions 
expressed in this 
newsletter are 
those of the author 
and not 
necessarily those 
of the Society. 

 
Contacts    
    
Steve  Ph 3824 0522   
Simon  Ph 0412 075 334   
    
    
    
   
Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland   
Head Office   
Ph 3221 0194   
wpsq@wildlife.org.au   
www.wildlife.org.au   
   
 
========================================================================== 
 
Membership Application       Date     /     / 
Wildlife Preservation Society of Qld Bayside Branch             --  New          or  Renewal      

 
Membership types 
__    $30.00   Single  
__    $20.00   Concession  
 (pensioner or full student) 
__    $45.00   Family or non profit group 
__    $12.50   Junior (under 13 years) 
 
Optional 

Name   _________________________________ 
 
Address  ________________________________ 
 

             ____________________P/c_______ 
 

Phone No  ______________ 
 

Email address  ____________________________ 
Subscription: Wildlife Australia magazine  
(Educational, informative & great photography) 

 

Special Interests_________________________ 

__  $37.00 per year inc GST (four issues)  
  posted within Australia 
__  $55.00 per year posted overseas airmail 
 
Donation (optional) $_________ 
For campaign  ……………………. 
(Bayside does not have tax deductible status) 
 

    
           Payment by Credit Card 
Card type– Bankcard__ Visa__ Mastercard__ 
 
Card No_______ _______ _______ _______ 

Total amount enclosed  $______________ 
 
As a member I agree to be bound by the 

 Expiry Date ____/_____ 
 
Name on the Card _______________________ 

rules of the society 
               Signature ___________________ 

 
  Signature  ________________ 

 
Forward to WPSQ Bayside, PO Box 427, Capalaba Q 4157 

 


