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The guest presenter at our June meeting is Brett Parnell.  Brett is a photographer and an accountant.  
Guess that makes him a creative accountant!  Recently Brett travelled to Ushuaia at the bottom of 
South America and joined an expedition voyage visiting the Falkland Islands, South Georgia and 
Antarctica.   The second leg of his trip was overland through Patagonia, including Torres del Paine 
National Park and then onto the Iguassu Waterfalls and Rio. 
 
Brett will be sharing his wilderness experiences through images from his trip.  Brett has been quoted as 
saying “It’s refreshing to see wilderness largely untouched by man” so we will be seeing something 
that few have seen.  Brett also has a few messages regarding the changes that wildlife are facing. 
 
To view galleries of Bretts work please have a look at www.bpphotography.com.au and click on the 
“Limited Edition prints” link. 
 
  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
PRESIDENTS REPORT 
    Steve Homewood 
 

It has been a busy month for the group with the 
weekend Expo at Indigiscapes attracting many 
visitors to our stall. Whilst much of the talk 
centred on the threat to our wildlife in an 
increasing urban environment, there was a great 
uptake of our information sheets on local fauna 
and conservation efforts.  Some people talked 
about the disappearance of frogs in their yard, 
which I believe is mostly due to the lack of 
decent rains, although draining of wetland areas 
for development does not help their cause. The 
proliferation of rainwater tanks will certainly 
provide a great habitat for our Green Frogs. 
 
Our World Environment Day Dinner was a 
great success, food, wine and talk flowed 
freely.  Our speaker Sue Pillans spoke on 
Protection Zones in Moreton Bay highlighting 
to me the similarities in inadequacies of 
protection for our fauna and bushland on the 
land.  Her research cited the lack of and size of 
reserves, their fragmentation, relating to how 
well fish and crabs did inside no go zones. Plus 
the difference in the biodiversity and health of 
species in the main boat traffic areas, the  
 

 
 
 
 
 
difficulty of enforcing 
regulations, speed 
zones and the destruction of seabed life by 
trawling (clear felling). 
 
Regular talks about Moreton Bay Wildlife and 
issues are now being held and are well 
attended, details will appear in the newsletter. 
 
Moreton Bay Rezoning Plan is up for comment 
I urge people to do the survey on 
www.epa.qld.gov.au, which only takes a few 
minutes. It is critical that those who are 
interested in the conservation and protection of 
the Bay have their say, against some in the 
commercial lobby that have a “shallow view” 
of the environment for a short term $ gain. 
 
In the Newsletter you will find details of walks 
that we will be doing within the shire of next 
few months, if there any favourites you would 
like us to guide do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
 



Monofilament nylon netting 
The issue of monofilament nylon netting and 
its devastating effect on wildlife, particularly 
flying foxes continues. 
We believe that hardware retailers continue to 
sell the netting even though it has been 
pointed out that it is having an adverse effect 
on our wildlife. 
If your local hardware store has it ask for this 
product to be taken off their shelves.  It could 
be described as bird netting. If it is  dark 
coloured and the wildlife like flying foxes and 
possums can not see it at night they are likely 
to be trapped especially if it is not appropriately 
tensioned.   
Below is a submission sent to one of the major 
hardware stores by a carer who has had a 
great deal of personal experience with the 
injuries caused by this netting. 
 
  ###  
 
ATTENTION MANAGER 
 

The monofilament netting on widespread sale 
is an ongoing disaster for animals, regardless 
of how it is installed. 
  

I have personal experience of extracting 
animals ranging from lorikeets to lizards and 
bats from this netting and have encountered 
animals suffering shock, starvation, 
strangulation and constriction of circulation.  
The pain experienced by these animals is 
intense and merely removing from the nets is 
not a guarantee of recovery owing to the 
circulation loss.  Tissue continues to die and be 
lost for weeks after rescue, with associated 
pain and little hope of eventual recovery. 
  

The answer is to continue the education on 
proper installation of netting, but more 
importantly to TAKE ALL MONOFILAMENT 
NETTING OFF THE SHELVES, replacing it 
with white, knitted material netting. 
  

Not to do so is to continue to impose suffering 
on all sorts of animals. 
  

J Wood, Wildlife rehabilitator 
 

 

THANKS FOR SUPPORT 
We acknowledge & are most grateful for the 
support of PPS Haircare who has generously 
donated a product Hamper to help with our 
fund raising activities. The pack includes 
products such as moisturiser, shampoo, 
conditioner and more. 

NEWS OF QUOLL AT DABLY 
QPWS ranger Graham Allen let “Hobbo” and I 
know that staff from an auto/mechanical service 
station at Dalby had 
called in about a 'spotty 
possum' they had caught 
in a trap in their 
workshop at night.  
Although expecting a 
cat, their description 
had us intrigued and 
we drove out there - to 
our astonishment we 
found a northern quoll 
sitting in a trap in the 
middle of their busy, 
noisy workshop. It 
had been coming in 
every night to raid the bin and setting off all their 
alarms, so at first they set a talcum powder trail to 
record footprints (great thinking!), and when results 
from that had them even more fascinated they set 
a trap. They reckon there's been at least two in the 
workshop at once.  
  
We released the animal in some remote, rocky 
country at Braemar State Forest that night as it was 
getting stressed out. I'll leave it to others to 
speculate about whether it (and the yet-to-be-caught 
other one) was transported there or is part of an 
'expanding' range for northern quolls.  
Dalby Herald story this week, maybe Bush 
Telegraph story maybe in next edition. 
  
Cheers! 
Rob Ashdown, photography  
www.robertashdown.com 
 
(NOTE: Robert is a nature and Wildlife 
photographer of some renown.) 
  

 
WINNER 
Chris Pfitzner is the lucky winner of our 
Platypus Dreaming raffle. 
This delightful Australian Indigenous painting 
was created and generously donated to the 
society by Mundara who is a well-known 
Australian Indigenous artist.  He has had 
numerous major and collective exhibitions both 
nationally and internationally and has also won 
many art, photographic and sculpture awards. 
We recommend you visit his website: 
http://mundara.com.au/  
 
 
 

 



COMING EVENTS 
 
Wildlife & Moreton Bay - Sunday  
June 2007    
 

Moreton Bay has been the focus of a series of 
talks organised for one Sunday a month at 
IndigiScapes. These daytime meetings have 
been well attended and the speakers have 
been excellent. 
Unfortunately we were not able to secure our 
preferred speaker for June so it has been 
decided to postpone the June meeting until 
July.  Details in next months newsletter.   
For more information please contact Simon at 
baltais@bigpond.net.au or  
ph/f: 07-3822-4943 
 
National Tree Day   Sunday 29 July 2007 
Come and walk Coochie to see the range of species 
and abundance present on this small island. 
Call Doreen for details 3206 0368. 
 
Inaugural Queensland Coastal Conference 
2007  -  Shifting Sands  
Monday 17 – Thursday 20 September 2007 
Bundaberg, QLD  
The Inaugural Queensland Coastal Conference is to 
be held in Bundaberg from the 17 to 20 September 
2007.  It is timed to take advantage of a critical 
opportunity to focus debate across the full range of 
coastal and marine issues being considered at State, 
regional and local levels; and to identify ways we 
can improve our collaboration towards meaningful 
outcomes in the coastal zone. 
Visit the conference website   
www.iceaustralia.com/qldcoast07   
email qldcoast07@iceaustralia.com 
 
2007 Queensland Landcare Conference & 
Awards  -  22 - 25 August 2007  Mackay  
3 keynote speakers - Landcarer & researcher, Dr 
Peter Oliver; Chair of the Australian Landcare 
Council, Bobbie Brazil and co-founder of Clean Up 
Australia, Kim McKay.   
Other topics include Ameliorating the Effects of 
Climate Change with Soil Carbon, New Models for 
Indigenous Land Management and Rural 
Production, Mound spring management and 
associated biodiversity benefits in the Desert 
Channels Queensland Region and Climate Futures: 
Introduction & on-farm resilience to very variable 
climate – Eungella case study,   
Also selection of 7 field trips 
Standard Agency $620  Standard Community $475 
www.landcare.org.au/Conference.htm 
 
 
 

 

OUR MT COTTON 
Ian Bridge & Leif Forsberg 
“Our Mt Cotton” – a photographic 
journey highlighting the natural living 
wonders of Mt Cotton. 

 
Mt Cotton’s hidden valley is a 
secret no more – this book takes 
you on a photographic journey 
into and through this unique and 
precious environment. Thirty two 
pages of stunningly rich imagery 
and evocative text draws you into 
and allows you to experience this 
intimate setting; starting from the 
early morning rays of golden light 

to the blood red sunset at days end. 
 
This journey, through the pristine hidden valley 
of wild and rural Mt Cotton, travels through 
steep eucalypt wooded slopes, grasslands and 
rainforest. It illustrates the abundant treasure 
of wild creatures and plants that make their 
home here; from the bold goanna to a shy and 
elusive lacewing; from towering rainforest 
giants to the delicate fringed-lily.  Additionally 
highlighted are the varied habitats that many of 
the typical Australian fauna, as well as rarer 
plant and animal life, make their home with 
moods and mist of a world at peace. 
 
The book is $25.00 with proceeds dedicated to 
the preservation of this unique environment. 
 
Send your name and address, the number of 
books you require to Ian Bridge & Leif 
Forsberg PO Box 15982 City East Brisbane, 
Qld 4001. Books cost $25 plus $5 postage for 
each book 
 

  
 
TIMES 
THERE ARE TIMES OF LONLINESS, 
THERE ARE TIMES OF SADNESS, 
BUT THERE ARE ALSO TIMES OF 
POSITIVE THOUGHT. 
I WONDER WHICH SHOULD BE SOUGHT. 
POSITIVE THOUGHT WILL WIN OUT IN 
THE END, 
AND GUIDE ME IN THE END. 

BY GEOFF BROWN  2006 
 
 



Macropods and bats 
story by Gloria Litchfield 

 
Over the past twelve months I have successfully 
raised and rehabilitated three Eastern Grey 
Kangaroos, one Swamp Wallaby, two Redneck 
Wallabies and one Flying Fox.  At present I have in 
care two Redneck Wallabies.  Cam was a little 
furless 300gm baby when his mother was hit and 
killed on Mt. Cotton road seven weeks ago.  He is 
now 600 gms and has beautiful sleek seal-like fur.  
Al’s mother was attacked and killed by a dog in 
Burbank.  This little joey was in his mother’s pouch 
through the whole ordeal and was severely 
traumatised.  He required specialised care and 
medication and a visit to the Wildlife Hospital at 
Aussie Zoo, a long but necessary journey for him.  
That was twelve days ago and during that time he 
has surprisingly gone from 859 gms to 882 gms.  
He is well furred and quite robust so this has been 
in his favour.  He is still very timid but I am 
optimistic that he will progress.   
 
It has been necessary to visit the Wildlife Hospital 
on numerous occasions.  The cost to rear these 
animals has exceeded $250.  
 
I thought you might be interested to read about my 
first encounter with a Flying Fox.  As I was too late 
getting vaccinated in order to care for babies during 
the breeding season last year, I didn’t think I would 
receive a Flying Fox until next season.  One 
morning Louise Saunders rang to tell me she had 
just rescued a young Flying Fox from a Victoria 
Point garden.  She had been named Dana after the 
lady who had observed her hanging in one of her 
palm trees alone for two days.  Apart from being 
dehydrated she was uninjured but under weight.   
 
On arriving home with her I set up a clothes airer  
and after re-hydration, commenced bottle feeding.  
She took to this without a problem.  I was amazed 
how quickly she accepted me.  Everything went 
well until the early hours of the  following morning 
when I awoke to unfamiliar sounds from the family 
room.  On investigation I discovered Dana hanging 
on the fly screen of the security door.  She appeared 
stressed and so I gave her a bottle and returned her 
to her hammock on the airer where she soon settled 
down. 
 
Next day passed without event but before retiring 
for the night I made certain adjustments.  I couldn’t 
close the glass door in the room, as it was too hot, 
so I hung a sheet across it.  I also hung a sheet from 
the fan (it was off of course) so that when she flew 
she could hang on there.  Sure enough around 4 am 
I was woken again.  This time she was hanging 
onto the fly screen on the window.  Again I settled  
 

 
her with a bottle.  The room 
was quite hot and muggy so I 
knew I would have to make 
other arrangements that night. 
 
I decided that for Dana’s own 
safety she would need to spend 
the nights outside in a cage I 
had borrowed from a carer who 
was not caring for Flying 
Foxes that year.  To my horror 
the following morning I 
discovered that Dana had 
escaped.  Quickly I checked all 
the trees in my place and in the 
adjoining park.  I also alerted 
my neighbours and checked 
their gardens.  All to no avail 
and so it was with a heavy 
heart that I contacted Louise.  
After hearing my sad news Louise tried to reassure 
me that Dana had probably flown off with the wild 
Flying Foxes who visited my garden each night.  I 
wasn’t convinced, as I doubted she could have 
flown the six kilometres to Black Swamp, which 
would most likely be their camp.  I told Louise that 
I would leave the airer outside hoping if Dana was 
nearby she would return to it.  Louise didn’t think 
this was probable as she had only been with me 
three days.  Sure enough the airer was empty next 
morning so I gave up hope. 
 
Two nights later after returning home quite late and 
getting to bed after midnight my husband said he 
thought he had just heard something hit the window 
above our bed.  His hearing is much keener than 
mine and he often hears things I don’t.  I didn’t take 
any action but then he insisted he could hear 
squeaking.  Up I got, grabbed a torch and blanket 
and went out to investigate.  I didn’t spot anything 
around the window area or on the ground.  There 
were some besser blocks against the wall so I 
checked them as well.  I was about to return inside 
when I shone the torch into a tree on the other side 
of the nearby fence.  Imagine my amazement when 
the light picked up a small bat hanging.  I climbed 
the fence praying she would not panic and fly off, 
but she was quite calm and allowed me to wrap her 
and bring her down.   
 
Regardless of the hour, I rang Louise, as I wasn’t 
sure what the procedure would be.  Fortunately it 
had rained on her second night out but still Louise 
said I should give her glucose and water before 
offering milk.  I quickly assembled the airer and 
Dana settled down for the night.  Thank goodness 
no more flying. 
 

Continued over 
 



Macropods and vats continued  
 
The following afternoon was spent painstakingly 
hand sewing shade cloth onto the cage, separately 
covering the door to allow it to open.  I slept easy 
that night knowing she could not escape.  She had 
again lost weight but was now refusing milk.  I also 
knew that she was lonely as she called out to me 
whenever I was in view.  After speaking to Louise, 
we decided that she would be better off in her flight 
aviary as she wasn’t having bottles.  I took her to 
Louise’s that day.  Dana was taken aback by the 
welcome she received from the other occupant of 
the aviary but Louise rang me later and said she had 
settled down. 
 
Two weeks later I picked up a one week old Flying 
Fox from the RSPCA,  She had been found on the 
ground and was being attacked by a crow and had 
several punctures around one eye and on the lid.  
She weighed 80gms.  I cared for her until she began 
to fly and then took her to another carers where she 
was joined with others. 
 
Flying Foxes are amazing creatures.  They bond so 
quickly to carers and are a delight to care for.  In an 
ideal world there would be no such thing as 
Wildlife Carers, but as we know this is not the case, 
and so I am ready to take in Flying Fox babies next 
season and of course Macropods are always 
welcome here. 
 

Flying fox illustration  
by Louise Saunders 

 
 

 
World Environment Day dinner .  
 
Our annual dinner was a great success.  
Guests enjoyed an excellent meal in great 
company.  
Thanks to Peter Ludlow for donating a copy of 
his new book as the lucky door prize. 
Another nine other lucky people went home 
with prizes from our multi-draw raffle. 
Our guest presenter Sue Pillans who has been 
undertaking important research into the 

benefits of Marine Protected 
Areas in Moreton Bay, gave 
a polished and interesting 
talk that gave us all 
something to think about 
with the review of the 
Moreton Bay Marine Park 
plan on the horizon.   
 

 

BOOK WORTH A LOOK 
“Moreton Bay Reflections” represents the final 
part of Peter Ludlow’s Moreton Bay Trilogy of 
books that began with “Moreton Bay People – The 
Complete Collection” in 2000 and was followed by 
“Moreton Bay Letters” in 2003.  
The book follows the philosophy of its predecessors 
with reminiscences of Moreton Bay’s history by its 
locals, but this time it goes further with more of my 
own interpretations, not only of Moreton Bay, but 
also of Peter’s life’s philosophy.  
Peter and others reflect on diverse aspects of 
Moreton Bay like its ‘lost’ areas of Bishop and 
Cribb Islands; the American Armed Services 
‘invasion’ during World War II; the mystery graves 
on Peel and Mud Islands; an Aborigines’ life on 
Stradbroke; the past tourist rivalry of Cleveland and 
Sandgate; a pioneer’s life on Russell and 
Karragarra Islands; the importance of seagrass; 
what Moreton Bay is worth today; and more.  
 
"Moreton Bay Reflections" 150 pages, 82 photos, 
sketches, maps  
Recommended Retail Price is AUD $20.00 
More information is available on “Moreton Bay and 
Peel Island History” webpage at 
www.users.bigpond.net.au/pludlow  
Previous books also available. Contact Peter 
Ludlow PO Box 852 Cleveland Qld 4163  
Phone:(07)38215571  Mobile: 0438343791  
 

 
WILDLIFE AT THE EXPO 
 
Many thanks to those members who helped to set 
up and person the wildlife display at the Indigi 
Expo.  Your assistance was greatly appreciated.  
Being a 2+ day event (including setup) it is quite an 
undertaking for a group of volunteers.  It gave the 
society the opportunity to showcase some of our 
projects and activities. 
 

 
 



Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland Bayside Branch 
Email- bayside@wildlife.org.au  
Website - http://www.branches.wildlife.org.au/bayside 
 
Meeting Information 
When   
 Last Friday of each month  
 (excluding December & January) 
Where     Redlands IndigiScapes Centre 
       17 Runnymede Road, Capalaba 
Time     7.30 pm 
 
 

  
Opinions 
expressed in this 
newsletter are 
those of the author 
and not 
necessarily those 
of the Society. 

 
Contacts    
    
Steve  Ph 3824 0522   
Simon  Ph 0412 075 334   
    
    
    
   
Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland   
Head Office   
Ph 3221 0194   
wpsq@wildlife.org.au   
www.wildlife.org.au   
   
 
========================================================================== 
 
Membership Application       Date     /     / 
Wildlife Preservation Society of Qld Bayside Branch             --  New          or  Renewal      

 
Membership types 
__    $30.00   Single  
__    $20.00   Concession  
 (pensioner or full student) 
__    $45.00   Family or non profit group 
__    $12.50   Junior (under 13 years) 
 
Optional 

Name   _________________________________ 
 
Address  ________________________________ 
 

             ____________________P/c_______ 
 

Phone No  ______________ 
 

Email address  ____________________________ 
Subscription: Wildlife Australia magazine  
(Educational, informative & great photography) 

 

Special Interests_________________________ 

__  $37.00 per year inc GST (four issues)  
  posted within Australia 
__  $55.00 per year posted overseas airmail 
 
Donation (optional) $_________ 
For campaign  ……………………. 
(Bayside does not have tax deductible status) 
 

    
           Payment by Credit Card 
Card type– Bankcard__ Visa__ Mastercard__ 
 
Card No_______ _______ _______ _______ 

Total amount enclosed  $______________ 
 
As a member I agree to be bound by the 

 Expiry Date ____/_____ 
 
Name on the Card _______________________ 

rules of the society 
               Signature ___________________ 

 
  Signature  ________________ 

 
Forward to WPSQ Bayside, PO Box 427, Capalaba Q 4157 

 
 


