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Our guest presenter on 25 May will bring us an ergilon of the world class values of Cape York
Peninsula. Our guest Lucinda Douglas comes fraaWhderness Society and will discuss the risks
currently facing this part of the world and whab&ng done to protect it.

Cape York Peninsula hosts part of the world’s bsfjged best tropical savanna

region, Australia’s largest old-growth tropicalrfarest, a wetland area seven

times the size of Kakadu and pristine sand duitds.home to unique wild life

including the cuscus and Palm Cockatoo - as welldtsof Australia’s birds and

a third of our mammals.

This presentation is visually inspiring. Cape Y&dninsula is one of the last

great wild places on earth.

PRESIDENTS REPORT
Steve Homewood

| would first like to thank the resigning
committee for all their hard work and the
support from members over the last 12 months
which gives the society such a high profile. A
quick search of the local newspaper shows 18
mentions in lead stories over the past year.
Particularly like to thank Cheryl who is not
seeking re-election this year after 10years but
will continue to help with distribution of the
Newsletter and publicity.

Two of our Members have been recipients of
Awards, Bob Douglas received a well-deserved
Environment Achievement Award from RSC,
he is great supporter of the Society and its
aims.

Simon Baltais won the WPSQ Margaret
Thorsborne award for outstanding contribution
by a member and most recently the prestigious
Healthy Waterways Champions Award.

As you know there were numerous issues that
have concerned us over the past year and whilst
they have stretched our financial resources, we
have achieved some positive outcomes
particularly at 401 Redland Bay Road and
Fernbourne Road.

Over the years our members have made many
submissions it is pleasing to note that better

outcomes for our wildlife and fauna have
resulted from these, most recently with Main
Roads constructing a wildlife easement under
Redland Bay Road.

| am disappointed that RSC Koala Management
and Conservation policy remains in draft with
many months of inaction, whilst the Koala
population is being decimated. Animal control
laws have still not been approved after 12
months of discussions.

There is a degree of self-interest that pervades
our community and some representatives, it is a
blight on democracy having no regard to the
long term effect of their actions or inaction

We have witnessed illegal destruction of
vegetation for a better sea view. Approval has
been given for a “Biomass Plant” yet only one
submission from 330 was for the project.

There is already a push to develop Southern
Redland Bay and Springacre Drive that are
only future investigation areas. We see our
Green Levy being frittered away on non-core
items.

Our Newsletter continues to provide an
excellent vehicle to pass information out to the
community, Koala News has a new editor and

.continued over



President’s Report continued

Wildlife Diary is always eagerly anticipated.
Seagrass Watch world-wide?- you never know!

Our speakers have been varied and informative
and our idea of regular wildlife walks has been
very successful.

In the year ahead the Moreton Bay Zoning Plan
Review will cause angst amongst the
community. We have already embarked on a
series of information sessions and speakers that
will continue throughout the year. It is vital that
this Plan does not fail or the Bay and its bounty
will suffocate through overuse

With greater awareness by residents of the
impact of drought, climate change and
population growth on biodiversity and
consequently their own well-being, | believe
that environmental groups are now in a
commanding position to influence decision
makers and reassert community democracy.
Looking forward to a successful year ahead
and some respite for our wildlife and flora.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.

The AGM was held on April 27 Thank you
to all who attended and lent their support to the
process.

Congratulation to the incoming committee.

Returning to the committee are:
Steve Homewood — President
John Payne — Vice president
Simon Baltais — Secretary
Maureen Tottenham - Treasurer
Dianne Hausler — executive member
Don Baxter — executive member
Janet Willoughby - executive member

Welcome new committee member Tina
Hemmings. We thank her for her commitment.

And we welcome back Doreen Payne who is
rejoining the team after a couple of years break.

Many thanks to the retiring member Cheryl
Rynja. Your contribution was greatly
appreciated.

HELP WANTED

Our Society will be participating again this
year in the Redlands IndigiScapes Expo on
the weekend of 2™ & 3" June.

Our display will be set up on the Friday
and the display will then required to be
attended over the weekend. If you have a
couple of hours to spare and would like the
opportunity to talk to people give Steve a
call on 3824 0522.

GRANT RECIPIENT

You will be aware that Bayside Branch
received a Grant from Redland Shire Council
to aid our wildlife carers. The grant comes
courtesy of Councillor Murray Elliot's'
Community Benefit Fund. One of the carers
who has benefited from the grant is Robyn who
cares for a huge variety of native birds.

As is so often the way with carers on the same
day as Robyn received he reimbursement
cheque she also received a Crested pigeon.
The pigeon had been found sitting in the
middle of the road and had probably been
bowled over by a car.

When examined the pigeon was found to have
minor injuries and had luckily just been
stunned by its encounter. However, it was a
fledgling and as yet too young to fend for itself.
Robyn will be keeping it for some time and
hand feeding it. When it can feed itself it will
go to another carer and join a group of Crested
pigeons so that it can be socialised and learn to
live with others of its kind.

After that it will be released with the hope that
it has learnt from the experience and will avoid
cars in future.

Note: The purpose of the grant is to assist local
carers to rehabilitate wildlife and return them to
the wild.

Carers wishing to submit applications for
reimbursement should direct them to John
Payne 3206 0368. All applications will be
considered by the committee at their monthly
meeting. It would be appreciated if applications
were accompanied by a story or photos of the
creatures being cared for. These may then be
used in our Newsletter to demonstrate the work
that the carers undertake.



COMING EVENTS

DAY MEETING — May 27™ Sunday

Moreton Bay is once more highlighted at
our May daytime meeting. Commencing at
10.30am this is especially for those who
find night meetings difficult to attend.
Moreton Bay Wildlife Talk at IndigiScapes
Native Botanic Gardens 17 Runnymede
Road Capalaba Q 4157.

For more information please contact Simon
at baltais@bigpond.net.au or
ph/f: 07-3822-4943
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June 9™
6.30pm

Saturday at

World  Environment  Day

dinner .

This year we have a Sea theme

for our special event with guest

presenter Sue Pillans who has

been undertaking important research into
the benefits of Marine Protected Areas in
Moreton Bay.

Our special night starts with tasty snacks
and pre-dinner drinks, includes a sit down
two course dinner as well as Sue’s
interesting  presentation. Soft drink
provided but BYO alcohol.

Dress neat casual with a marine theme
(optional).

There should be an advertising leaflet /
booking form with full details included with
this newsletter. If this is missing or you
need more information please call Steve
on 3824 0522.

National Tree Day

Sunday 29 July 2007

Come and walk Coochie to see the range
of species and abundance present on this
small island.

Call Doreen for details 3206 0368.

Fungimap IV Conference

5 days from 31%' May 2007.

Held at Natural Bridge, south-east
Queensland.

For more information ph 03 9252 2374 or
email fungimap@rbg.vic.gov.au

Inaugural Queensland Coastal Conference
2007 Theme: Shifting Sands

Monday 17 — Thursday 20 September 2007
Bundaberg, Queensland

Organisers: Burnett Mary Regional Group

Target Audience
- other State Agencies
Federal government representatives
local government
NRM bodies
community groups
researchers
Indigenous representatives.

The theme for the 2007 Queensland Coastal
Conference will be Shifting Sands which best
represents the current status of coastal
management in Queensland.

T: +61 2 9368 1200, F: +61 2 9368 1500, E:
gldcoastO7 @iceaustralia.com
www.iceaustralia.com/qldcoastO7

The 18™ Invertebrate Biodiversity &
Conservation Conference

To be held at the Queensland Museum,
Brisbane from 3" to 7yh December 2007.
Register your interest through website
www.ibcc2007.org or phone (0)7 3201
2808

Or write to Sally Brown,

Conference Organiser

Conference Connections PO

Box 108

Kenmore QLD 4069
sally.brown@ug.net.au




MOUNT COTTON BIOMASS
by Simon Baltais

Redland Shire Council (RSC) recently
approved a scheme, proposed by Darwalla Pty
Ltd, to burn the manure from poultry sheds for
the generation of electricity. It was believed by
Council that this was green energy (i.e.
renewable) and greenhouse friendly, in fact it is
neither. The land at Mount Cotton is currently
zoned rural-non urban (special use poultry
industry). The plant is promoted as a necessary
part of the poultry industry (to avoid conflicts
with the town plan) but is in fact a heavy
industrial incinerator with a significant
pollution signature.

Although this plant purports to be green energy
it has a number of serious deficiencies and
flaws. The plant will burn approximately
50,000 tonnes of chicken manure per annum.
In claiming greenhouse benefits the company
apparently ignores the contribution of diesel
from trucks and other equipment moving the
manure, startup fuels, combustion support etc.
However, it includes USEPA estimates of
emissions saved based on the assumption that
the plant prevents the manure decomposing to
methane and nitrous oxide. The USEPA
estimates were published for a plant eight times
the size.

The manure will include sawdust and wood
shavings (from the floor of the chicken sheds),
manure and a variety of other material such as
spilt grain, food additives and supplements
(including pharmectuals). Electrical energy
produced by the plant is intended to be sold as
green energy into the Queensland Power Grid.

Environmental issues with the plant include
significant emissions of hydrochloric acid
(approximately 1.5 kg per hour) plus dioxins,
sulphur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide, fine
particulate and a suite of toxic organic
pollutants. The plume will affect Venman’s
Bushland National Park and the Mount Cotton
ridgeline, nearby residents (200 metres away)
and Mount Cotton School (400 metres away) as
well as rural residential areas 900 metres away
along Sanctuary Drive.

Impacts from this plant would be expected to
be felt by local residents, wildlife and the
surrounding environment and would include:

Increased corrosion of buildings, roofs,
water tanks and other infrastructure on
nearby premises;

Acid gas attack on vegetation (from
hydrochloric acid and acidic sulphur
species emissions);

Significant impacts on air quality
including elevated concentrations of
sulphur and nitrogen species;

Noise issues as the plant is expected to
operate continuously and neighbours
are extremely close;

Odour issues from storage of 700
tonnes of chicken manure on site; and
Potentially water issues

Our Mt Cotton” — a photographic journey
highlighting the natural living wonders of
Mt Cotton.

lan Bridge & Leif Forsberg

Mt Cotton’s hidden valley is a secret no
more — this book takes you on a
photographic journey into and through this
unique and precious environment. Thirty
two pages of stunningly rich imagery and
evocative text draws you into and allows
you to experience this intimate setting.

This journey, through the pristine hidden
valley of wild and rural Mt Cotton, travels
through steep eucalypt wooded slopes,
grasslands and rainforest. It illustrates the
abundant treasure of wild creatures and
plants that make their home here; from the
bold goanna to a shy and elusive lacewing;
from towering rainforest giants to the
delicate fringed-lily.

Additionally highlighted are the varied
habitats that many of the typical Australian
fauna, as well as rarer plant and animal
life, make their home with moods and mist
of a world at peace.

The book is $25.00 with proceeds being
dedicated to the preservation of this unique
environment.

Wildlife Bayside has copies for sale at
meetings or alternatively send your postal
details and $25 plus $5 postage and
handling to lan Bridge at PO Box 15982
City East Brisbane, Qld., Aust. 4001



decorative scarlet flowers, but it is a food
source for honey eating birds.

By Rosemary Opala While writing this | am reminded of the time |

spotted a pot plant on a Sunshine coast fund
By the style of that raiser stall. It was labeled Sturts Desert Pea
immaculate cottage, it rather unlikely Wallum species! Yes you've
seemed the garden- guessed it. It was in fact ‘Siratro’.
proud owners didn’t
realise they had given Authors note:If anyone out there has a
Space to a most Kennedy Pea needing a good home there is
incompatible plant — room on my trellis. Unfortunately donated
‘tg? r?rr!pant creeper, seeds have failed to germinate

iratro’.
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With its cargo of eye-catching purple-black
flowers, the vine had covered an end wall of JOIN THE TWITCH
the little house and was groping for the roof

gutter! Birds Australia Southern QId is conducting an
‘Armchair Twitch’ on the last Sunday in

South America’s ‘Siratro’Nlacroptilium September. This is an Australian wide

atropurpureuny is only one of many exotic competition to observe the most species of

species first introduced to Australia as pasture  birds from a fixed location.
improvers and which, now out-compete south ~ Register your interest on _ o
Queensland’s native plants of swamp, bush and Www.users.bigpond.com/basgld/active/activitie

road-verge. s.htm
On the positive side ‘Siratro’ only reproduces cT 3 T—
by scattering ripe seeds from its flat pods — LEARN MORE ABOUT THE BAY

unlike another South American import,
Desmodium unicinatorAKA Velcro vine. An

apt title as those who have tried to dislodge the
tenacious seeds of Velcro vine from clothing
and animal hair will agree. The pods are
conveniently jointed at each seed, which breaks
off and attaches by hooked hairs to anything
passing by. (Thick sox especially!)

The autumn issue of Wildlife Australia
magazine featured an article by Simon
Baltais titled ‘Invitation to A Bay and was
accompanied by stunning images of
Moreton Bay by Robert Ashdown. It won't
replace a personal experience of the bay,
but it's an informative and evocative article
. . by a great team.

Fortunately the modest native Desmodium

types we find on bush walks are far less You can obtain a copy of this magazine
aggressive. from WPSQ telephone 3221 0194 or go to
their website www.wildlife.org.au.

Or you might like to take an annual
subscription to the Wildlife Australia
magazine for just $37 for four issues

Hopefully our native Red or Dusky coral
Kennedy PeaKennedia rubicundawon’t be
mistaken for ‘Siratro’ by over zealous bush
carers? This robust

C“mbef 1S fpund Note: Remember that the Moreton Bay Marine
from Victoria to Park review is in soon to take place so we all
northern need to be as fully informed as possible about
Queensland. Not all the issues.

only does it bear
clusters of 2-5cm



Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland BaysidBranch

Email- bayside@wildlife.org.au

Website - http://www.branches.wildlife.org.au/baiesi

Meeting Information

Illustration L Saunders
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When Opinions _ _
LastFriday of each month expressed in thi
(excluding December & January) ”heWS'et]feL e;re

Where Redlands IndigiScapes Centre ;nodse of the aurgo(t)

. 17 $lér(1)nymede Road, Capalaba necessarily thos

ime -2V pm of the Society.

Contacts

Steve Ph 3824 0522

Simon Ph 0412 075 334

Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland
Head Office

Ph 3221 0194

wpsg@wildlife.org.au

www.wildlife.org.au

Membership Application

Wildlife Preservation Society of Qld Bayside Branch

Membership types
$30.00 Single
$20.00 Concession

(pensioner or full student)
$45.00 Family or non profit group
$12.50 Junior (under 13 years)

Optional
Subscription: Wildlife Australia magazine

(Educational, informative & great photography)>Pecial Interests

___ $37.00 per year inc GST (four issues)
posted within Australia
__ $55.00 per year posted overseas airmail

Donation (optional) $
For campaign
(Bayside does not have tax deductible status

Total amount enclosed$

As a member | agree to be bound by the
rules of the society
Signature

Date [/ [/

~-New LI or Renewal [
Name
Address

Plc

Phone No
Email address
9 =

Payment by Credit Card
Card type— Bankcard__ Visa__ Mastercard__

Card No

/

Expiry Date

Name on the Card

Signature

Forward to WPSQ Bayside, PO Box 427, Capalaba @ 415



