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 BAYSIDE NEWSLETTER                 November - December 2006.   
 
Our guest speaker for the 24th of November is Dr. Sally Butler.  Sally is a dynamic 
and entertaining speaker who will talk about the animals that are depicted in 
Australian Indigenous art.  In particular, she will focus on the animals that reside in 
places    like North Queensland, Arnhem Land and Central Australia. 

Sally is a lecturer at the University of Queensland and is the author of various journal 
articles, exhibition catalogue essays and exhibition reviews. Her presentation on 
wildlife within art will provide a fascinating insight into the relationship between 
Australian Indigenous people and Australian wildlife. 

Raffle tickets for the chance to win an original Australian Indigenous painting by 
Mundara will also be on sale.  Mundara is a well-renowned Australian Indigenous artist who has had numerous 
major and collective exhibitions both nationally and internationally and has won many art, photographic and 
sculpture awards.  Tickets are $2.00 each and the raffle will be drawn on the night. 
 
Entry is free and a light supper is included.  So please join us at the Redlands IndigiScapes Centre, 17 
Runnymede Road, Capalaba, on the 24th of November, 2006 at 7.30pm.   
 
  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
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That’s right this is the last Bayside Newsletter 
for 2006 & 
Our meeting on 24 November will be the last 
chance for this year to hear a great guest 
speaker, win fabulous original artwork and 
have a get together afterwards. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
all the newsletter contributors.  Wether you are 
an artist, writer of articles, send in snippets or 
write about our meeting speakers your work is 
greatly appreciated and an asset to our 
publication. 
As Editor I am grateful for your efforts.  All 
the best for the festive season. 
 
Doreen Payne Editor 
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All these books are also on the library shelves  
redecat.redland.qld.gov.au  
  

·  An inconvenient truth  - Al Gore - Climate Change 
·  The weather makers  - Tim Flannery - Climate 

Change 
·  The partys over -  Richard Heinberg -  Peak Oil 
·  Fast Food Nation  - Eric Schlosser - Junk Food 
·  The Heat is on  - Ross Gelbspan - Climate Change 
  

 
Like a chance to win ? 
You could win an Australian Indigenous painting by 
Mundara.  Tickets are selling for just $2.00.   
The painting was painted and generously donated by 
Mundara who is a well-renowned Australian Indigenous 
artist who has had numerous major and collective 
exhibitions both nationally and internationally and has won 
many art, photographic and sculpture awards. Please visit 
his website: http://mundara.com.au/  
For information or to purchase tickets call 
Steve Homewood: 3824 0522  or 
Dianne Hausler:     3822 5780 
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John Payne 

 
 
 
John is the Vice President of the Bayside Branch. 
He has been a member of the society for 
approximately thirteen years and has served on the 
committee for roughly ten years.  In recent years he 
has also become involved with the Community 
Alliance for Responsible Planning (CARP).   
 
John says that he doesn’t have a favourite wildlife 
animal; instead he is fascinated by them all.  He 
also believes that he is able to identify most species 
of Australia’s native birds and animals – so a prize 
of a super-sized chocolate bar will be given to 
whoever manages to stump him! 
 
His hobbies and interests include: travel, ancient 
history and racing.  For thirty years John has been 
an active participant in motor racing and has 
enjoyed the fast-paced excitement of this sport. 
 
John is married to Doreen, who is the editor of the 
Bayside Newsletter.  Together they make a terrific 
team and our branch would be surely lost without 
them. 
 
By Dianne Hausler. 
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  By Barbara Bailey 
 
Clumps of mistletoe 
Adorn all sorts of trees, 
Copying their leaves 
But hanging in the breeze. 
 
When mistletoe fruits are ripe, 
Look up into the tree – 
A flash of bright scarlet 
On a tiny bird you’ll see. 
 
He eats mistletoe berries, 
Then passes the sticky seed 
High on another tree, 
Where mistletoe will breed. 
 
“Witu, zee-zit” he calls, 
“I will be your brother”. 
Mistletoe bird and plant 
Live for one another. 
 

First published in WPSQ Caboolture  
no 190 May 2006 
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.by Jan Smith 2006 
 
Can you see my ragged fur, fur which once was 
silver grey? 
Do you see that now I wander, whether it is night or 
day? 
Do you see just how I suffer, how my eyes are red 
and sore? 
If you just ignore this warning, then we soon will 
be no more. 
 
You are my last hope for salvation 
You have to recognise my plight. 
You need to stop the bushland clearing 
You must believe this is not right. 
 
If you do not hear my crying, do not listen to my 
pleas 
Then the Redlands will be lonely, no koalas in the 
trees, 
No corridors of bushland; just roofs and roads 
you’ll see. 
Tomorrow is too late to listen; there’ll be no 
tomorrow then, for me. 



 
PRESIDENTS REPORT 
    Steve Homewood 
 

 
  It has been an interesting year, as 
I am sure that most environmental 
groups will agree, not only is the 
decreasing rainfall on the Eastern 
seaboard now apparent to most observers, it has 
been linked to climate change. 
  With almost daily warnings about the 
consequences global warming, dams drying up, 
rising sea levels, bleaching of the Great Barrier 
Reef, the devastation of fishing stocks and the 
downgrading in quality of most of our waterways, it 
is time to increase lobbying for change. 
  I believe that the “tipping point” has been reached 
and the balance is now in the hands of 
environmental groups, the public is hungry for 
information and we will continue to feed that need, 
through the media, the web and our newsletters. In 
my own work environment there is regular 
discussion on these issues and requests for articles 
and comment. 
  “King Coal’s’ reign is nearly over as technology 
will embrace this major CO2 polluter, people power 
will eventually stop the Traveston Dam debacle, 
there is a real change in the mindset of our 
population, groups like us will drive that change. 
   As the committee takes a couple of months rest, I 
would like to thank them for their hard work 
throughout the year, whether it be on the quality of 
speakers, the newsletter or our events. 
 Once again there have been many submissions 
from our group, we are involved in at least four 
actions against developers where we are getting 
results. 
 Seagrass Watch as a climate monitor grows in 
strength and prominence. 
 All this effort and support from our members will 
result in a better outcome for our wildlife and just 
maybe a less slash and burn mentality from our 
politicians as they become aware of the 
consequences of their inaction and ignorance of the 
environment and its fragility. 
See you all in the New Year at our  
February 23rd meeting 
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Members are invited to attend the WPSQ end 
of year get together and Christmas party to be 
held at 95 William Street, Brisbane on 
Wednesday 6 December commencing at 5pm. 
Please bring a plate or drinks to share. 
Call 3221 0194 to let them know you are 
coming. 

 
INTERESTING WEBSITE 
 
Interesting sites about water Global and Local  
  
www.worldwatercouncil.org  Global Planning 
  
http://www.clw.csiro.au/education/groundwater/ -  
Groundwater 
  
http://audit.ea.gov.au/anra/atlas_home.cfm  - 
Interactive atlas on Austaralian natural Resources 
  
http://www.nrw.qld.gov.au/wildrivers/index - Wild 
Rivers information 
  
http://www.sunwater.com.au/  - State of our dams 
  
http://www.waterforever.com.au/home/inner.asp?I
D=63&pnav=59&onav=59  - Brisbane Water 
  

 
APPLICATION SUCCESSFUL 
 
The Branch has received a Grant of $1500.00 
from Redland Shire Council to aid our wildlife 
carers. 
The grant was courtesy of Councillor Murray 
Elliots' Community  Benefit Fund, many 
thanks to Murray for his input and the 
assistance that this will give to the efforts of 
our local wildlife carers. 
All applications for reimbursement should be 
directed to John Payne 32060368 and will be 
considered by the committee at their monthly 
meeting. If possible a story or photos should 
be with the application that may then be 
published in our Newsletter 
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by Deborah Nipperess  
 
I looked at the notes I had just jotted down during 
the phone call from the Wildlife Network. I had an 
address for an injured bird, but no idea of what type 
of bird. I merely knew it was small and had some 
white and yellow on it. I had been instructed to 
rescue the bird and take it to the vet clinic nearby, 
probably for euthanasia.  
 
The person manning the phones at the network 
guessed it was a Noisy Miner from the description. 
So I grabbed myself a small box and a towel to 
keep the little guy warm, and left for the rescue.  
 
When I arrived at the property I realised the person 
who phoned the report in and gave the description 
of the bird suffered from a myopia of the most 
unusual kind. This 'little bird' was a White-faced 
Heron.  
 
I looked with misery at my small box and with even 
greater misery at the water needed to tramp through 
to catch the injured bird.  
 
After an adventure of the 'malaria kind' I managed 
to settle my new charge in the box. 
 
We must have been an unusual sight to any that 
bothered to look; a fairly drenched woman carrying 
a box with a Heron's head sticking up from it.  
 
The prognosis from the vet was not good. 
 
Meanwhile the injury to her wing was only 
superficial and there were no broken bones, she was 
so thin she couldn't even stand. The vet was all for 
putting her to sleep, but I was persuasive in my 
argument. ..fortunately.  
 
For three months we nursed Mrs Wobbly -and it 
was all worth it.  
 
My "Iong-suffering wildlife carer's slave" husband 
and I lay a box on its side and settled Mrs Wobbly 
upon towels to keep her upright. We knew Iong-
legged birds should never be forced to lay down for 
long periods of time as this can lead to long-term 
paralysis. As Mrs Wobbly couldn't stand on her 
own, we padded her in well enough to keep her 
stable.  
 
At first I force-fed her and when we got to know 
each other better. I would hold her in a standing 
position while she 'fished' whitebait from a large 
bowl.  

 
Eventually she could stand for short periods, and 
even began to walk.  
 
At two and half months Mrs Wobbly was getting 
around much better and I allowed her to walk 
outside in our back veranda.  
 
We had made the decision not to release her back to 
where she was found, as the owners of the property 
had two large dogs, and still suspected her wing 
injury may have been a result of a dog-bite. We live 
near a water source often populated by Herons and 
the much maligned white Ibis, so we decided to soft 
release her from our own back yard.  
 
Mrs Wobbly didn't attempt to flyaway during her 
jaunts in our garden. She would walk around and 
give the occasional wing flap. Then she would 
come back inside and settle down again.  
 
I had to admire her quiet patience. Maybe we in our 
hectic lives could learn a thing or two about forcing 
things when we're just not ready.  
 
One day, after three months together, Mrs Wobbly 
watched me in the garden from the safety of her 
room.  
 
I was bent over weeding when I heard a noise 
overhead. I looked up and a large bird flew up over 
me and onto the neighbour's roof. It was Mrs 
Wobbly. She had finally decided it was time to go.  
 
She stayed on the roof for about half an hour 
looking around and getting her bearings, I guess. 
When a small flock of Ibis flew by, she followed a 
short distance behind.  
 
I sighed. It's always mixed feelings when you 
release a bird back to the wild. You hope with all of 
your heart that they'll be okay and that you did right 
by them, but the pure joy of seeing them free to 
have a second chance is the stronger emotion. I 
guess that's why I'll probably be caring for birds for 
some years to come.  
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By Rosemary Opala 
 
It’s a decade or so since our rambling group 
encountered a very rare tree near the mangroves on 
Coochiemudlo Island’s north-eastern corner.  
Camouflaged by the old Cotton Trees (Hibiscus 
tiliaceus) was a somewhat “look-alike” but 
obviously quite different species. 
 
Though the “hibiscus looking”, lemon-yellow 
blossoms had to belong to the Malvaceae tribe, the 
tree’s heart-shaped leaves were much smoother in 
texture and less insect chewed than those of its 
Cottonwood neighbours.  And instead of the latter’s 
prickly seed capsules, our new find had smooth, 
dangling fruits that looked a bit like miniature 
tomatoes!  These have a smooth, hard skin that goes 
brown and shrinks when mature. 
 

The most attractive feature of all was those large 
yellow blooms with their dark red centres and the 
mature petals progressing through rose pink to dull 
purple.  What could the plant be?  And how come 
I’d missed it during earlier years of close 
association with my old island? 
 
Much research finally pinned the tree to being 
Thespesia populnea, a tropical strand species with 
Moreton Bay its most southerly aspect.  At the time 
of enquiring, Queensland Herbarium reported that 
the only specimen from Moreton Region was on 
Goat Island; and so a new locality for the plant.  (Is 
it still there?) 
 
Since then, two plants were found on Macleay 
Island, though reportedly have so far not flowered.  

Meantime a Macleay Island resident has managed 
to propagate plants from both cuttings and seeds of 
the Coochie tree, which now has a “back up” family 
member, and hopefully, insurance against 
vandalism or the tree’s natural demise. 
 
And how could I have missed this find during 
residency of the unspoiled little island?  Possibly 
because of the plant’s fairly short flowering period 
(late summer), as well as its interlacing with 
neighbour Cotton Trees. 
 
We might also speculate on the destiny that brought 
just one fertile seed capsule to this receptive 
landfall on a quiet island corner.  It seems that a 
viable pod can float for months. 
 
PS Plant photographer, Glen Lieper, tells me that 
Thespesia is common along Queensland’s northern 
shores. He’s seen it in large numbers along Bowen 
area beaches and the shoreline just north of 
Mackay. 
 

 
 

Position Vacant 
 
Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland 
Bay side Branch is looking for an enthusiastic 
person to edit the “Koala News” from January 
2007. 
 
The Koala News is a two- page newsletter on 
issues that affect Koalas in the Redlands and 
SEQ, their habitat, protection, anecdotes and 
stories from carers and related issues.  It has 5 
editions a year and goes out with the Bayside 
Branch newsletter every other month. 
 
The Editor will need to:- 
Liase with carers, researchers and writers to 
obtain suitable material and photographs.  
Peruse the print and electronic media for 
relevant stories. 
Edit and format into a Newsletter that conforms 
to the ideals and aims of Wildlife Preservation 
Society of Queensland Bayside Branch. 
Ensure “Koala News” is finalised and emailed 
to newsletter editor, so that it can be printed by 
set deadlines. 
 
Remuneration is by heartfelt thanks from 
satisfied readers. 
 
Contact Doreen on bayside@wildlife.org.au for 
more information 
… 



Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland Bayside Branch 
Email- bayside@wildlife.org.au                              Website - http://www.branches.wildlife.org.au/bayside 
 
Meeting Information 
When   
 Last Friday of each month  
 (excluding December & January) 
Where     Redlands IndigiScapes Centre 
       17 Runnymede Road, Capalaba 
Time     7.30 pm 
 
 

            

 
Opinions 
expressed in this 
newsletter are 
those of the author 
and not 
necessarily those 
of the Society. 

 
Committee & Contacts      Wildlife Diary Dates 
President    Steve Homewood 3824 0522   
Vice President    John Payne 3206 0368  Friday 24 November 
Secretary    Simon Baltais 3822 4943  Bayside Branch General Meeting 
Treasurer   Maureen Tottenham 0418 197160  IndigiScapes, Runnymede Rd, Capalaba 
Executive      
    Cheryl Rynja 3206 4283   
    Janet Willoughby   RING NOW FOR A CHANCE TO  
    Dianne Hausler   OWN AN ORIGINAL INDIGENOUS 
    Don Baxter   PAINTING – SEE PAGE 1 FOR  
       DETAILS 
Bayside Newsletter Editor    
    Doreen Payne    
Wildlife Diary Editor    
        Simon Baltais   Wednesday 6 December 
Koala News Editor   WPSQ Christmas party &  
    Doreen Payne   Get together  
    
Librarian   Pat Comer    
 
========================================================================== 
Membership Application       Date     /     / 
Wildlife Preservation Society of Qld Bayside Branch             --  New          or  Renewal      

 
Membership types 
__    $30.00   Single  
__    $20.00   Concession  
 (pensioner or full student) 
__    $45.00   Family or non profit group 
__    $12.50   Junior (under 13 years) 
 
Optional 

Name   _________________________________ 
 
Address  ________________________________ 
 

             ____________________P/c_______ 
 

Phone No  ______________ 
 

Email address  ____________________________ 
Subscription: Wildlife Australia magazine  
(Educational, informative & great photography) 

 

Special Interests_________________________ 

__  $37.00 per year inc GST (four issues)  
  posted within Australia 
__  $55.00 per year posted overseas airmail 
 
Donation (optional) $_________ 
For campaign  ……………………. 
(Bayside does not have tax deductible status) 
 

    
           Payment by Credit Card 
Card type– Bankcard__ Visa__ Mastercard__ 
 
Card No_______ _______ _______ _______ 

Total amount enclosed  $______________ 
 
As a member I agree to be bound by the 

 Expiry Date ____/_____ 
 
Name on the Card _______________________ 

rules of the society 
               Signature ___________________ 

 
  Signature  ________________ 

 
Forward to WPSQ Bayside, PO Box 427, Capalaba Q 4157 

 


