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Our special guest speaker on 26 October will be Travis Green.  
Travis has a job that many would envy.  He is a Wildlife Education 
Officer at Dreamworld.  He also has a wealth of experience in 
wildlife education at other equally interesting locations. 
 
Travis will introduce us to some of the less well known areas of 
Dreamworld.  He will discuss the role that zoos & sanctuaries can 
play in wildlife conservation.  Did you know that there is research 
being done at Dreamworld on koalas and there is a bilby 
conservation program?  They also have school education 
programs.  How do they work?  Travis will take us behind the 
scenes to find out. 
 
Maybe we can also ask Travis to tell us a bit about the big cats that 
are such a draw for the public.  
 
 
  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
PRESIDENTS REPORT 
    Steve Homewood 
 

As I reflect on a year where the media has 
focussed heavily on environmental concerns, 
particularly on water and global warming 
issues there is a realisation from the community 
that groups like ours may just have a point. 
There has been an average of 35 attending at 
our 10 monthly meetings and whilst we have 
travelled to the Galapagos Islands and 
Antartica, we have also looked at moths, fig 
parrots and our wild rivers. Another fascinating 
subject was interpretation of animals in 
Aboriginal Art, a very unique presentation. Our 
opening year presentation by Martin Fingland 
of native animals including a quoll drew nearly 
50 for a lively hands-on evening. 
 
 Over the past months we have also 
concentrated on Moreton Bay with regular talks 
on issues that will be paramount in the coming 
10-year review. I urge you all to participate in 
the consultations, it is critical to the health of 

the Bay that we blunt the powerful lobby of 
those who seek to plunder its resources for 
short- term gain. 
 
 We have had three major fund raising events 
this year, our boat cruise out to St Helena and 
onto the Port of Brisbane attracted 62 
participants, 34 being non-members. 48 wined 
and dined at our annual World Environment 
Day Dinner some 15 being non-members. Our 
local Mount Cotton Drama Group sponsored 
one night of their production to our branch 
funds. 
  
 Seagrass Watch, which may soon spawn 
research of Mangroves and Coral, just keeps 
growing, it now has 288 volunteers monitoring 
64 sites. It continues to provide fundamental 
data to provide long term appraisal of the 
effects of encroaching development, 
stormwater and sewage discharge into Moreton 
Bay and its surrounds. Simon (Seagrass) 
Baltais our hard working secretary received the 
prestigious “Healthy Waterways Champions 

Travis & friend 



Award for 2007” in recognition of the success 
of this project. 
  
 We have also conducted 3 walks within the 
shire to highlight its wildlife diversity and the 
need for better protection. This offers those in 
the community a guide to visit areas that they 
would not normally be have explored as 
individuals. This education and information is 
critical to keeping the environment to the 
forefront. 
 
 Despite the increased environmental pressures 
on, water, air quality and remnant bushland, 
some Redland Shire Councillors have yet to get 
the message, they continue to use “sustainable 
development”, “balanced growth” and 
“enhancing biodiversity” all weasel words that 
are leading to rampant development in the 
Shire. Our Greenspace is being turned into 
“Greedspace”. 
 
 Among the many issues that continue to 
dominate, are the threatened expansions of two 
quarries that will destroy koala habitat, a 
pristine rainforest area and microclimate. The 
impact, through dust noise and increased heavy 
road traffic, to flora and fauna being 
incalculable. The proposed Eastern Water 
Pipeline Connector snaking across the Shire 
from Stradbroke Island to Logan has little long 
term data to guarantee wetlands will not be 
adversely affected by the 20,000,000 extra 
litres of water daily that will extracted through 
its many boreholes. The Local Growth 
Management Strategy that would increase the 
projected 2020 population by another 7,000 
with little or no consultation with residents. 
 
  Procrastination by Redland Shire Council has 
ensured that the Animal Management Laws and 
Koala Conservation and Management Policy 
have yet to be adopted 18 months or more since 
they were first debated, meanwhile our Koala 
population and other fauna are being 
systematically fragmented. 
 
This means along with other groups, we have 
needed to expend more precious resources to 
try and obtain a better outcome for our wildlife. 
We have achieved plenty and while they might 
not be headline grabbing, we can see revised 
development plans, the possibility of fauna 

crossings, State interest in the Shire and the 
community willing to get involved in 
protecting our Greenspace Assets. 
 
Our Branch, in its 18th year, is fundamentally 
sound, with high community recognition; 
membership is stable with a hardworking 
executive. Our aim is to continue to inform the 
community on wildlife issues, our leaflets have 
been revised and updated over the past 12 
months. Our Newsletter along with Koala 
News and Wildlife Diary has a circulation of 
over 140; editions of Curlew and Dugong 
Watch are published at regular intervals. 
 
 We intend over the coming year to increase 
our displays, keep pressure on our elected 
representatives to comprehend the need to 
reverse the cycle of bushland destruction and 
uncontrolled growth. The quality of our 
environment is everyone’s responsibility, the 
consequences of inaction will be far reaching 
for us all. 
 

 
BOOKS WORTH A LOOK 
 
"Lives per Gallon" by Terry Tamminen. 
 By Steve Homewood 
This book reveals the true cost of our 
addiction to oil. Not only does it cause 
global climate change, it fuels wars and 
territorial disputes. Oil is as deadly 
carcinogen as tobacco and yet we are still 
shackled to its followers the automobile 
industry. 
 This book gives an insight into this 
dependency and how "Big Oil" has 
manipulated development in trying to 
curtail this addiction. Reads like a thriller 
with an ending in our hands. 
This book is available at Redland Shire 
Library  
 

 
 



Wildlife & Moreton Bay Walk 
Sunday 28 October 2007     
 

 

This month we are 
doing something 
different.  We are 
taking you for a walk 
out to see a small 
part of Moreton Bay. 
This is a continuation 
of our ongoing 
project to highlight 
how what a special 
place the bay is and 

what we can do to ensure it is protected.   
 
When:  Sunday 28 October 2007 
Where: King Island off Wellington Point 
Meeting time : 4pm 
Meeting place : First car park on left as 
you arrive at Wellington Point Reserve 
next to the amenities & under the fig tree. 
Approximate duration : 1½ hours 
 
Please wear appropriate foot wear.  It is 
likely to be a bit wet and sandy under foot. 
A hat, sunscreen and insect repellent are 
also recommended. 
 
Drinks and snacks available after the walk.   
 
For more information please contact Steve 
at bayside@wildlife.org.au or telephone 
3824 0522 
 

 
WHAT CAN BE DONE WHEN THE WILL 
IS THERE 
 
The Hume Highway in Victoria was closed for 
hours recently to allow for the construction of a 
rope bridges to facilitate movement over the 
road by endangered Squirrel gliders. 
 
The building of the three ‘possum over passes’ 
follows a three year study that showed the 
survival rates of gliders living near the freeway 
are just a third of those living further away. 
 
Experts believe the bridges may also be used 
by other possums, yellow-footed antechinus 
and brush-tailed phascogale. 
 
 

Redlands Waterways disgraceful  
 
When you examine the scientific reports by 
EHMP - Healthy Waterways Redlands Creeks 
rate as some of the most disgraceful 
waterways in SEQ. 
 
The Healthy Waterways Ecosystem Health 
Monitoring Program (EHMP) is one of the most 
comprehensive marine, estuarine and 
freshwater monitoring programs in Australia.  It 
is independent and funded by SEQ Councils 
and industry. 
 
The Healthy Waterways Report Card in 2006 
gave Redland Shire’s waterways an “F”, that’s 
a dismal failure. 
 
We have been monitoring the Redlands 
waterways and every year they are getting 
worse. In 2004 the waterways rated a “D” now 
they rate an “F”.” 
 
The Redland Shire are gloating over their 
alleged recent finds of notable fish species but 
this is old news, we and a number of 
environmental groups have been monitoring 
these species for years and every year we 
grow increasingly concerned at the level of 
development that is allowed by Redland Shire 
Council to encroach upon their habitat. 
 
Redland Shire has just recently approved more 
urban development along Eprapah Creek 
further increasing the negative impacts upon 
the fish species in this waterway.” 
 
In 2004 when we raised the issue of these 
unique fish species in response to a proposed 
urban development along Eprapah Creek the 
mayor and his team showed no excitement 
about the matter, in fact they approved the 
development.  Unfortunately, the health of 
Eprapah Creek has continued to decline since 
2004 and with the Redland Shire Council 
seeking to open large amounts of land for 
development in the Eprapah Creek catchment, 
through their proposed Local Growth 
Management Strategy, the situation is looking 
very grim for the fish. 
 
Given the level of development that the 
Redland Shire has allowed along its creeks 
and wetlands we expect the Redland 
waterways to also rate a FAIL for 2007.  
 
Simon Baltais 
. 



JUST THE BEST FEELING  
 

By Jan and Rod Smith 
 
A few days ago we received a call from the 
Redlands Wildlife Care Network. A lady had 
rescued a baby brushtail that had somehow 
fallen out of mum’s pouch.  Mum was still 
close by, up in a palm tree. 
 
So armed with a long handled pole and a little 
basket made from fibre off Rod and I went to 
the rescue.  It is not often that little orphaned 
animals are returned to their mums but we 
always hold out hope. On arriving we found 
three little dogs yapping round the base of the 
palms where the lady was standing, clasping a 
towel which we guessed held the little baby.  
 
‘Please,’ we asked, ‘please lock the dogs 
away’.  Quietly to ourselves we said this is 
probably how baby fell out of the pouch, just 
having a tiny explore and the dogs barked and 
mum took off without bub, left it hanging on to 
a palm frond.   
 
O.K.  Dogs locked away, had a wee peep at the 
little one.  We checked her over and she was 
fine. We saw big brown eyes staring from the 
tiny face of a little female baby brushtail that 
was just cutting fur.  In her eyes one could read 
‘I want my mum’!  Alright, I am imagining 
that, but that is obviously what she would have 
been thinking. 
 
To work!  Fortunately the people of the 
household had fed the brushtails a little fruit 
from time to time, so the mother possum was 
fairly trusting.  We popped the little one into 
the small fibre basket that Rod had fashioned, 
and had tied to the end of a pole, and slowly 
Rod held it up towards mum brushtail.  I held 
my breath.  Baby let out a squark, then started 
to cry.  Mum obviously knew it was her baby, 
and slowly she came down the palm tree.  Baby 
climbed out of the basket but landed upside 
down on mum’s tail.  Not good.  We had to 
turn her around so she could climb up into the 
pouch.   
 
Hardly breathing we watched as Rod turned 
baby around so she could get into the pouch.  
Rod held his breath too because mum possum 
(and remember brushtails have a nasty bite) 
started to sniff his hand. No, she obviously 

didn’t feel that he was a danger.  Baby must 
have smelt the milk bar, so she decided to lean 
in and have a drink before doing anything else. 
Hurry baby, climb into the pouch.  She took her 
own time, but we all heaved big sighs of relief 
when baby possum was finally back in mum’s 
pouch. 
 
But no!  One little foot was out of the pouch, 
clutching a little piece of palm leaf.  Oh my 
goodness!  If the mum took off, baby would be 
hauled out of the pouch once again.  
Painstakingly we persuaded baby to pull her 
tiny foot back into the pouch. 
 
We asked the people could they possibly keep 
the dogs away from the possum, and they were 
fine with this, and even said they would go out 
immediately and buy a possum box.  This was 
good news, as I’m sure mother possum would 
appreciate this, having lost some gum trees 
behind the people’s house due to new 
development. 
 
Mum possum then decided that after such a 
stressful morning she would have a little kip 
curled up in amongst the lower fronds of the 
palm trees. Surely for wildlife carers this has to 
be one of the best outcomes of all. 
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Help us Save Moreton Bay’s 
threatened turtles   
  
Each year 200 threatened turtles are found 
sick, injured or dead in Moreton Bay Marine 
Park. These are threatened species and 
Moreton Bay should be made a secure 
sanctuary for them.  The protection zones in 
Moreton Bay Marine Park are currently being 
reviewed and this is our chance to give a voice 
to our turtles (and all marine life) and get them 
more protection zones.  
  
Less than 1% of Moreton Bay Marine Park is 
secure in protection zones! also known as 
“green zones” . 
  
Check out– www.savemoretonbay.org.au  
 

 
AGM 
The society AGM and southern branches get-
together was held in Taroom on 14-16 
September.  Hosted by the small but active 
branch of Upper Dawson the weekend was 
very enjoyable. The tour of the district was a 
real eye opener which convinced us it would be 
worth returning for a longer visit. 
It was also good to catch up with old friends 
and meet new ones. 
Bayside Branch was the recipient of a number 
of awards.  Watch the Head Office newsletter 
for full details. 
 

6 LANE ROAD  
 
Brisbane City Council and Redland 
Shire Council should tackle Main Roads 
push for 6 lane road through Koala 
Conservation Zone . 
 
While it is good to see Brisbane City 
Council protecting Sixty hectares (60) of 
bushland in Brisbane's south from 
development they need to give more 
attention to State Government 
infrastructure that will cause significant 
devastation to koala habitat. 
 
Currently there are plans by Main Roads to 
potentially upgrade several roads to six 
lanes in the northern section of the Koala 
Coast.  Under the guise of a 4 lane road 
upgrade it is not until you examine the 
documentation that you realize the road is 
equivalent to 6 lanes in width. 
 
When Main Roads was questioned about 
the upgrading of the northern roadways to 
six lanes they would not answer the 
question. Yet the information received 
about the Mt Gravatt – Capalaba Rd 
shows the upgrade will be six lanes in 
width.  
 
Roads are the number two killer of koalas 
and to create a road that is equivalent to 6 
lanes in width through the Koala Coast and 
other koala habitat will result in significant 
koala losses. 
 
The koala population in the Koala Coast 
from the 2005-06 survey is estimated at 
4611 animals. Based on the estimate of 
6246 koalas (Dique et al. 2004) from the 
1996-99 surveys, this represents a 26% 
decline in abundance of the regional koala 
population. The estimated population 
declined in the Redlands Shire by 27%, 
Logan City by 26% and Brisbane City by 
21% 
 
Both Brisbane City Council and Redland 
Shire Council should be fighting to stop 
this disastrous decision. 
 
Simon Baltais 
 
 



 


