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Moreton Bay is one of the largest estuarine embayments in Australia, and while it represents less than 
3% of Queensland Coastline it produces 13% of Queensland's commercial fish catch. This is but one 
of the many values that Moreton Bay supports, in economic terms it generates $260 million through 
recreational fishing, $10,500 million through tourism and $60.1 million from commercial fishing. 
Moreton Bay is literally an economic powerhouse. However, it is the natural aspects of Moreton Bay 
that makes it notable and it’s these same values that underpin the success of many industries. It is 
internationally recognised and listed as such. It’s a Marine Park and supports a great variety of habitats 
and species. It is the only place on the planet where you can find dugongs close to a major city; it’s the 
home of turtles and dolphins and a home for migratory visitors like whales and wader birds.  
However, did you know that less than 0.5% of Moreton Bay is under full protection and 
even within these protected areas commercial fishing is permitted and with population 
increasing so are the negative impacts.  
 

So what is the status of this the blue jewel of South East Queensland. This is the subject of the next 
speaker at WPSQBB general meeting on Friday 29 September, Simon Baltais, local environmentalist 
and secretary of WPSQBB. Simon is conversant with many of the issues of Moreton Bay, he is 
appointed by the Minister of Environment to the Queensland Coastal Protection Committee and 
programme manager for Moreton Bay Seagrass Watch, a community based scientific programme. 
Through images and his talk Simon will show you the wildlife of Moreton Bay and bring you update 
to with the challenges we must all face if we are to save this precious place. 
  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
PRESIDENTS REPORT - SOCIETY AGM 
    Steve Homewood 
 

Over the past year the Branch, now in its 17th year, 
has continued to be an integral part of the of the 
Southern Moreton Bay scene and along with 
associated groups has tried to be a voice of reason 
and temperance against pro-development activities. 
Unfortunately this means that we had to use 
precious finances in to challenge planning decisions 
that will destroy habitat and wildlife corridors. 
These actions have resulted in some success and 
respect within our community, much of this is due 
to the tireless efforts of our Secretary, Simon 
Baltais, the backing of our committee and expertise 
amongst the membership. Education of the 
community is undoubtedly one of the ways to get 
information to interested parties that hopefully may 
have long term influence on attitude to our 
environment. 
 

We have continued having monthly speakers on 
such diverse subjects as Mosquitos, Koalas, Slider 
Turtles and Platypus, we’ve travelled the Simpson 

Desert, croaked to local frogs; we are going to get 
knowledgeable on Dragonflies and animals in 
Aboriginal Art. These evening are essential to 
getting information to our members and the 
community and are normally well attended.  
 

Blatant destruction of vegetation on some our 
mainland and island foreshores by residents 
wanting to enhance their sea view, with inaction by 
authorities prompted us to offer a reward for 
information, with interesting results. This Redland 
Shire Council is now making noises about 
following up on the destruction and has offered a 
larger reward.  Whatever happens the publicity 
generated in the local media we believe has already 
had the desired effect - that is to slow this 
environmental vandalism. 
 

It is probably no surprise to you that recent events 
have seen the demise of a fauna sanctuary into an 
Energex site, a donated conservation area to 
development and the environmental levy to be used 
for ancillary services toilets, paths etc. We also  
    ontinued next page 



have the proposal for a 60year life Superquarry to 
operate in the Redlands, which will cause 
destruction of unique rainforest at Mount Cotton, 
dust, noise and traffic problems and the slaughter of 
wildlife on surrounding roads. Neither the state-
planning scheme, nor Koala Protection has moved 
from a draft form, months of inaction, no help to 
our wildlife. 
 

Our group is resolute and strong, with a full 
committee, we have great recognition and support 
within the community and from associated groups 
that augurs well for the future in our endeavours for 
the flora and fauna of the area. 
 

This has enabled us to continue our annual Bay 
Cruise that this year took 50 people on a floating 
tour of Peel Island with commentary from local 
historian Peter Ludlow and onward to Karrgarra 
Island for morning tea. It sobering for people to see 
from a Bay perspective how much development is 
occurring along our coast.  
 

We continued our World Environment Day dinner, 
now in its 3rd year and well entrenched in our 
calendar. Our speaker, renowned photographer 
Robert Ashdown, captivated our audience of 50 
imbibed by local wines donated for the occasion, 
with some stunning slides of wildlife and 
landscapes. These events are also our annual major 
fund raising activities. 
 

Through the inspiration of one of our members and 
in conjunction with Mount Cotton Drama Group we 
have also had two sponsored performances that 
have raised funds towards a particular court 
campaign against the potential destruction of key 
Koala Habitat. With the “house full” signs going up 
at the theatre, you can judge the mood of some of 
our community with a total of 300 having been 
participants in a unique event that has clear focus 
on the environment and the potential destruction of 
habitat for limited gain. 
 

Another year and another 10 issues of the monthly 
newsletter, full of information on campaigns, 
reports and wildlife experiences is avidly expected 
by our members in many areas of Queensland and 
ably produced by Doreen Payne along with Koala 
News while Simon Baltais continues to produce the 
Wildlife Diary. 
 
Seagrass Watch continues to expand, thanks to 
sponsorship from the Port of Brisbane, SEQ 
Catchments, Tangalooma resort and others. In 2001 
there were two locations, there are now 57 
monitoring sites and 250 volunteers. They not only 
check the health of the seagrass but also alerting for 
Lyngba blooms and the impacts of climate change 
through temperature recording. 

We have put some effort into ascertaining the 
veracity of information on various “sightings” of 
Platypus in our local catchments, unfortunately 
nothing has been recorded as yet despite the best 
efforts of 14 hardy people sitting on river banks at 
5am on a couple of chilly mornings.  However we 
are seeking funding to enable the branch to survey 
other creeks in our region. Our aim this year is to 
rediscover this elusive animal, which would then 
put pressure on authorities to improve catchment 
management, our waterways in the shire are all “F” 
for failed. 
 

We would also like to improve website a vital 
communication link and with all the local issues we 
have, try to increase our membership although 
many of our supporters are already in other 
community groups. 
 

There are two court cases in progress, we have 
stopped or amended other planning outrages, which 
will often mean less development, more wildlife 
corridors and retention of wetlands. Efforts of our 
members and other supporters gave Redlands over 
4500 submissions out 8400 to the Draft SEQ 
Regional Plan. We need to harness this power in 
our future campaigns and shall, we have one 
chance. 
 
“ I expect to pass through life but once. If therefore, 
there be any kindness I can show, or any good thing 
I can do to any fellow being (creature), let me do it 
now, and not defer or neglect it, as I shall not pass 
this way again” William Penn 
 

 
 

AWARDS 
On Saturday 9 September two awards were 
presented to Bayside Branch.  
An outstanding contribution by a member "The 
Margaret Thorsborne Award" was presented to 
Simon Baltais which was well deserved!!!  
The other award accepted by Steve Homewood on 
behalf of the branch membership. This was for the 
best fund raising event for the year was "The 
Mechanics Play"-which a collective organisational 
effort by our members, the Mount Cotton Drama 
Group generosity and particularly Toni Bowler for 
the idea and driving force that made it such a 
success.  
 

 
 

VALE 
With the death of Steve Irwin on Monday 4 
September the world lost a great wildlife advocate. 
 
 



THE CRY OF THE OUTBACK. 
 

.by Jan Smith. 1960. 
 
 
Oh hear the outback creeks call as they creep through the dry parched 
earth, 
Please send us rain to save us, send rain to the place of our birth. 
The cracks are growing wider as the days grow drier still, 
Nature has but one idea: To Kill: To Kill: to Kill 
 
The stock are lying lifeless at every turn and bend. 
Oh God! Prays the creek bend dryly, when will this ever end? 
The stock that live, live barely by way of their drying will, 
For Nature has no other thoughts than To Kill: To Kill: To Kill. 
 
And as they wander dazedly over bare and dry parched ground, 
There’s not a blade of grass for miles, for miles and miles around. 
The snake lies lifeless in his hole beneath the scorching sun, 
For Nature played a losing hand, The Angel of Death has won. 
 
And dryly the creek beds whisper through lips that are cracked and burnt  
Oh what is the lesson you teach us?  Surely that lesson is learnt! 
We’ve suffered and nearly all now lies dead ‘neath your slaying hand 
Will the once blooming earth ever live again, will life return to this land?  
 
The heat waves that shimmer and rise now resemble but one thing! 
Water, water everywhere but what does this image bring? 
Just thirst and savage hunger, a grim and tearing pain, 
And eyes that barely open, and minds no longer sane? 
 
Oh angry hardened Nature, why is this your Will? 
You only have one thought in mind, To Kill: To Kill: To Kill: 
 
But suddenly we’ve served our time, for clouds appear and in pain 
We watch in despair, and then breathless, we feel the touch of the rain. 
And soon the creeks are flowing, their prayers of thanks they call, 
The leaves return to the half-dead trees and life comes back to all. 
 

And now in the cool green outback Nature  
has abundance to give, 
Her only thought in mind now is To Live:  
To Live: To Live: 
God knows the limit of endurance,  
He knows we’ve had all we can stand  
For He’s sent Life to the outback,  
to a dry and perishing land. 
 
 
 
   PLEASE NOTE 
   Bayside Branch monthly meeting in  
   October will not be held at IndigiScapes. 
   Instead it will be on a different night 
   ie Saturday 28 October and will be at the 
   Glider Reserve at Alexandra Hills. 
   Please note your Diary. 
 

 

Get to know your 
WPSQBB  
Committee Members 
 
 

 
Dianne Hausler 

 
 
‘Hi, I am an executive 
member for the bayside 
branch. I joined WPSQ in 
2005 and I love the friendly 
atmosphere of this group.  I 
also admire the existing 
members for their untiring 
devotion towards the 
preservation of our flora and 
fauna.  
 
I believe that it is important to 
have a positive outlook 
towards life and that 
individuals can make a 
difference to the world. 
Imagine then what a group of 
people can do?  WPSQ’s 
outstanding achievements are 
proof of this. 
 
Possums and birds are my 
favourite wildlife animals.  As 
for hobbies/interests, I enjoy 
bushwalking and studying the 
amazing wildlife that resides 
within our environment.  I 
also enjoy painting, drawing 
and being creative.  
 
Everyone, please bring a 
friend along to our next 
meeting.  They are very 
welcome.’ 
 

 
 



Can I have my Bathtub back?  
 

by Deborah Nipperess  
 
I opened the front door and scratched my 
head.  
 
"What's that?" I pointed to the small bundle my 
mum held in her arms.  
 
My parents had been on their regular morning 
walk along the beach when they saw a bird 
lying on the rocks.  
 
It was a Shearwater.  
 
Heck, I’d never looked after anything like it 
before, so I hopped straight onto the phone to 
the marine bird expert and picked his brains.  
 
We were informed that the bird must have 
been blown ashore with the huge storms out at 
sea during their migration. When they come 
through on migration the Shearwater's lose a 
lot of weight and some don't make it. Once 
they arrive at their destination they have to 
build up to their ideal weight again of 550g to 
600g to make the journey back.  
 
With her colouring it was decided she wasn't a 
Common Muttonbird (Wedge- tailed 
Shearwater). We suspected the bird was either 
a Sooty Shearwater or a Short-tailed 
Shearwater. After measuring her beak we 
found it was 35mm convincing us she was a 
Short-tailed, as opposed to a 50mm beak on a 
Sooty.  
 
We were told that if she was below 300g not to 
bother wasting our time because she would die 
within the next 24 hours. On the other hand if 
she was above 300g we should begin plying 
her with food. Funnily enough, the marine bird 
expert recommended not only fish and squid, 
but oxheart as well. He said her protein needs 
a huge boost and oxheart was the way to do it.  
 
My husband and I promptly placed the bird on 
our scales, only to discover she was 295g. I 
sighed, and then watched as the scales 
suddenly shot up to 320g. The weight of my 
husband's finger was ensuring this new bird a 
chance for a future.  
 
"How many times have people's limiting beliefs 
been just that?” he asked.  
 

"Okay, let's give her a .go."  
 
What did I learn from the experience?  
 
Two things: Give things a go even when the 
norm says give up, and when you share your 
bathroom with a Shearwater - the Shearwater 
rules.  
 
We set up a box beside our bathtub so the 
Shearwater could hide in it when she wanted. 
She commandeered our bathtub for swimming 
practice, ate oxheart, whitebait, pilchards, 
yabbies and squid until my hands were black 
from the ink, and basically never shrugged off 
her "I'll take your foot off if you get too close" 
disposition.  
 
How do you feed a bird that has a beak strike 
that feels like you've been attacked with a pair 
of scissors? Easy, you get your husband to do 
it. Eventually and fortunately, 'Buttons' as she 
became known, began to feed from a bowl.  
 
I made daily trips down to the beach to fetch 
seawater for her, as being a seabird she must 
have seawater available to keep the salt gland 
near her eye functioning. The daily routine 
became: fresh seawater, food, a bath, clean 
the super stinky pooh up, sleep, food, bath, 
clean up more pooh, and so on. ..  
 
When it came time for her to leave to get ready 
for migration we contacted Currumbin to have 
her released with the 40 or so Shearwaters 
that came into care around the same time as 
her. Unfortunately, they had all died. Now it 
was time for us to panic. We made a few 
phone calls and lucky for Buttons, Marine 
Parks and Wildlife came to our rescue. They 
offered to take Buttons out into the bay and 
release her with the other Shearwaters that 
would be gathering in that area.  
 
Two officers arrived at our house and one said 
that they would take Buttons into care and 
check she was ready to go. But after they saw 
a 580g healthy bird, they decided to release 
her right away. So Buttons left us to join the 
other 16 million Short-tailed Shearwaters out 
there.  
 
And it's so nice to have my bathtub back….  
 

 
 



HAVE YOUR SAY 
 
Improved member 
communications is on 
your committees agenda 
for the coming year.  As 
part of this process, we 
want to hear your ideas as 
to how we might improve 
our society.  
In addition it is 
anticipated that in the 
near future our webpage 
will be updated and fully 
functional. 
Please communicate your 
ideas through email 
bayside@wildlife.org.au or  
give one of the committee a call. 
========================================================================= 
 

Bat Rescue Inc. Brisbane - Bat 
Help line - 33211229 
  
Bat Rescue Inc Brisbane have set up a virtual 
message bank to service the community to help fast 
track calls for sick and injured microbats and 
flying-foxes. This service will hopefully reduce the 
incidence of unnecessary deaths of flying-foxes. 
More rescue people are needed throughout the 
suburbs to facilitate these rescues. Our efforts to 
attract more people to flying-fox rescue and care is 
on going. We have been able to vaccinate some 
members of our group for free thanks to Qld. 
Health and for this we are most grateful. Cost of 
vaccine was prohibitive for people who would other 
wise have helped our cause. 
We also appreciate assistance from RSPCA and 
QPWS Rangers. When we are unable to find a 
rescuer within our network your willingness to do 
the rescue is so supportive and we value your 
assistance.  
  
Louise Saunders 
Bat Rescue Inc. Brisbane Branch 
www.batrescue.org.au 
 

  
 
Mark World Habitat Day on 3 October  
by planting  some local native plants in your 
garden. Choose something that is bird or 
butterfly attracting thus providing food and 
habitat for wildlife. Your labour will reward 
you every day. 

Barbed wire 
It has been a long held belief that the use of barbed 
wire for fencing in city areas is not only 
unnecessary but a huge risk to wildlife.  There have 
been reports of all kinds of wildlife being caught on 
barbed wire and the damage inflicted on is often 
horrendous and often fatal. 
 
Animals that often come into care after being 
caught on this barbarous wire include squirrel 
gliders, sugar gliders and greater gliders.  Some 
birds also suffer as do micro bats and flying foxes.  
The photograph below is a graphic reminder that 
barbed wire is lethal to wildlife.  
 

Please remove any of the wire around your home. 
 

 
 



Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland Bayside Branch 
Email- bayside@wildlife.org.au                              Website - http://www.branches.wildlife.org.au/bayside 
 
Meeting Information 
When   
 Last Friday of each month  
 (excluding December & January) 
Where     Redlands IndigiScapes Centre 
       17 Runnymede Road, Capalaba 
Time     7.30 pm 
 
 

  
Opinions 
expressed in this 
newsletter are 
those of the author 
and not 
necessarily those 
of the Society. 

 
Committee & Contacts      Wildlife Diary Dates 
President    Steve Homewood 3824 0522  Sunday 17 September (note date change) 
Vice President    John Payne 3206 0368  Dogs Day Out 
Secretary    Simon Baltais 3822 4943  Capalaba Regional Park 
Treasurer   Maureen Tottenham 0418 197160   
Executive      
    Cheryl Rynja 3206 4283  Friday 22 September  
    Janet Willoughby   WPSQ sponsored film showing of  
    Dianne Hausler   “An Inconvenient Truth” 
    Don Baxter    
        
Bayside Newsletter Editor   Friday 29 September 
    Doreen Payne   Bayside Branch General Meeting 
Wildlife Diary Editor   IndigiScapes, Runnymede Rd, Capalaba 
        Simon Baltais    
Koala News Editor    
    Doreen Payne   Tuesday 3 October 
   World Habitat Day 
Librarian   Pat Comer    
 
========================================================================== 
Membership Application       Date     /     / 
Wildlife Preservation Society of Qld Bayside Branch             --  New          or  Renewal      

 
Membership types 
__    $30.00   Single  
__    $20.00   Concession  
 (pensioner or full student) 
__    $45.00   Family or non profit group 
__    $12.50   Junior (under 13 years) 
 
Optional 

Name   _________________________________ 
 
Address  ________________________________ 
 

             ____________________P/c_______ 
 

Phone No  ______________ 
 

Email address  ____________________________ 
Subscription: Wildlife Australia magazine  
(Educational, informative & great photography) 

 

Special Interests_________________________ 

__  $37.00 per year inc GST (four issues)  
  posted within Australia 
__  $55.00 per year posted overseas airmail 
 
Donation (optional) $_________ 
For campaign  ……………………. 
(Bayside does not have tax deductible status) 
 

    
           Payment by Credit Card 
Card type– Bankcard__ Visa__ Mastercard__ 
 
Card No_______ _______ _______ _______ 

Total amount enclosed  $______________ 
 
As a member I agree to be bound by the 

 Expiry Date ____/_____ 
 
Name on the Card _______________________ 

rules of the society 
               Signature ___________________ 

 
  Signature  ________________ 

 
Forward to WPSQ Bayside, PO Box 427, Capalaba Q 4157 


