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Our special guest speaker at the 28 September meeting will be Sarah Bell a Phd Student from School 
of Biomedical Sciences, UQ who has been researching mammals on the Moreton Bay islands.  
 
Distributions of the squirrel glider are declining throughout Australia due to habitat destruction and 
fragmentation. The majority of past and present research has focused on the conservation of the 
squirrel glider in urban areas. While this is definitely an area which merits attention, it would not be 
suitable to apply the management actions based on knowledge from urban environments to squirrel 
glider populations in other environments. 
 
Sarah is looking at populations of squirrel gliders isolated on the islands in the Moreton Bay region 
and comparing their life history to those from mainland populations. As a result of isolation, many 
islands act as a refuge for our native fauna. However, populations on islands can also be in danger 
from 'island syndrome' which may increase their vulnerability to extinction in the long term.  Sarah’s 
study seeks to determine what changes are taking place in island populations of the squirrel glider and 
what effect this has on their long term viability.  
 
  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
PRESIDENTS REPORT 
    Steve Homewood 
 

Much has been happening since my last 
report, it has been great to see the recent rains 
that have freshened and invigorated our 
bushland. Whilst we often bemoan the 
inconvenience of having water restrictions, we 
probably forget how much our wildlife is 
suffering. 

 Lasts month’s speaker Louise spoke of 
flying foxes just falling out of trees, dead, due 
to dehydration and lack of sustainable foods. 
Koalas, gliders and possums have been further 
stressed by the poor quality of fodder on offer. 

But now tributaries are flowing again and 
despite the substandard quality of the water, 
there are many species of frogs calling, trying 
to make up for lost time and opportunities. 
Trees are flowering which should condition our 
fauna for the summer months ahead. 

We have marked Threatened Species Week 
by two very well attended forums.  At the 
Koala forum the speakers were emphatic 
throughout their presentations, that the Koala’s 
long-term survival has reached a tipping point. 

This belief, backed by conclusive data that our 
local Koala population has declined by 27% to 
2900 over the past 6 years, despite supposed 
action plans to halt this degeneration. The clear 
result of this meeting was that “we have no 
time to stand and stare”, critical action is 
needed before they become extinct in the shire. 
The lobbying has already started.  

The whales and turtles forum highlighted 
the fragility of these species and that the 
creation of reasonable protection zones in 
Moreton Bay was essential to their continued 
survival. 

On all issues community involvement is 
needed to lobby for protection of habitat and 
our newsletters will reflect this urgency. 
 

 
Phone in Koala survey -  
Sat 27– Sun 28th October 
KAG Phone-in Koala Survey. Volunteers 
needed to answer phones and enter data.  
Watch local paper for details. 



Get off our Back!  
  
As part of Threatened Species Week the  
The Wildlife Preservation Society of 
Queensland Bayside Branch conducted a 
Koala Forum  to highlight the perilous state 
of the Vulnerably listed SEQ koala and 
how people can help them. 
 
The Get off our backs!  – koala forum – 
aimed to educate the community about the 
state of the koala and its habitat by having 
a number of expert presenters discuss 
what’s happening and what can be done. 
Presenters included environmental 
leaders, wildlife carers, environmental law 
representatives and officers from National 
Parks and Wildlife Service who presented 

new and 
damming 
figures on 
the plight of 
the koala in 
SEQ 
 
While the 
SEQ koala is 
currently 

listed as Vulnerable koala numbers 
continue to decline dramatically, 
particularly in key areas like the Koala 
Coast. We have seen a 30% decline in 
koalas across the Koala Coast and nearly 
50% in Redland Shire coastal bushland 
areas in just 7 years. 
 
The forum the attendees discussed the 
way forward and developed the following 
strategy.  
 
Action Points from Koala Forum  
 

1. Coordinate community efforts to protect 
the koala and its habitat. 
2. Prepare community to respond to Local 
Growth Management Strategy. 
3. Identify voting patterns on koala related 
matters starting from March 2004. 
4. Prepare residents for Federal election 
but more so Local government and State 
elections. 
5. Skill the community up in the art of legal 
action and activism, with funding and or 
technical support. 

6. Include additional koala habitat into 
Koala Plan mapping. 
7. Continue to lobby for better wildlife 
crossings. 
8. Continue to lobby for better animal 
control laws. 
9. Respond to RSC State of Environment 
Report. 
10 Determine the carrying capacity of the 
shire 
 
Initiate Project Koala Alert by  
1. Raising the profile of the Koala 
2. Advancing koala education. 
3. Developing an extensive network of 
koala supporters. 

 
This koala slept during the forum unaware the 
future of he and his kind was being discussed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deidre from Daisy Hill Koala Centre delivered 
the dismal news from the recently released 
EPA ‘Report on Koala Coast koala surveys 
2005-2006’.  See the Wildlife Diary for more 
information or visit the Environmental 
Protection Agency website for the full bad 
news on the status of the koala. 
http://www.epa.qld.gov.au/nature_conservation/wildlife/
koala_plan/report_on_koala_coast_koala_surveys_2005
2006/ 
 



COMING EVENTS 
 
Wildlife & Moreton Bay – 
Sunday 28 October 2007    
 
 

This month we 
are doing 

something 
different.  We 
are taking you 
for a walk out to 
see a small part 
of Moreton Bay. 
This is a 
continuation of 
our ongoing 
project to 
highlight how 

what a special place the bay is and what 
we can do to ensure it is protected.   
 
When:  Sunday 28 October 2007 
Where: King Island off Wellington Point 
Meeting time : 4pm 
Meeting place : First car park on left as 
you arrive at Wellington Point Reserve 
next to the amenities & under the fig tree. 
Approximate duration : 1½ hours 
 
Please wear appropriate foot wear.  It is 
likely to be a bit wet and sandy under foot. 
A hat, sunscreen and insect repellent are 
also recommended. 
 
Drinks and snacks available after the walk.   
 
For more information please contact Steve 
at bayside@wildlife.org.au or telephone 
3824 0522 
 

 Insects - Did you Know... 
 
 By Stephen Hausler 
 
Reptiles: 
 
1. The Thorny Devil can eat over 2000 

termites and ants in one meal.  
2. The largest lizard in the world is the 

Komodo Dragon, reaching 3m long, weighs 
more than 120kg and has  horrible bacteria 
stinking breath.  

3. Lizards have the ability to remove their tail 
using special muscles for the purpose of 
drawing a predators attention away from 
the lizard and onto the severed tail. A new 
tail will eventually grow in its place.  

4. Tortoises can live for 150 years.  
5. One gram of a spitting cobra venom can 

kill 160,000 mice and can spit up to 2.5m. 
 

 
Quiz Night  
Saturday August 25th was a quiz night for the 
branch and friends.  There was so much 
laughing going on it is a wonder we finished by 
a reasonable time. 
In between the laughter we all learnt some 
interesting fact to dazzle friends and family 
with. 
Hopefully this will become an annual event. 
Thanks to Steve who was Master of the Quiz 
and thanks to those who helped with set up and 
catering. 
 
The cartoon below is from the Courier Mail 
and sort of reminded me of the quiz night! 
 
 



Misinformation gets plenty of 
publicity 
 
The suggestion by some elements of the 
recreational fishing sector that Redcliffe jetty 
was to be included in the high protection zones 
for Moreton Bay Marine Park was misleading. 
 
Simon Baltais, secretary of Wildlife 
Preservation Society of Queensland Bayside 
Branch is a member of the community panel 
(which includes recreational fishers) reviewing 
the changes to the Moreton Bay Zoning Plan.  
He advises that  not once did the EPA indicate 
Redcliffe Jetty would be included in the high 
protection areas within the Moreton Bay 
Marine Park.” 
  
“Throughout the review of the Moreton Bay 
Zoning Plan it was very clear that recreational 
fishing spots, like Redcliffe Jetty, were not 
going to be included into high protection zones 
for reasons which are blatantly obvious. As 
well, neither was there maps produced by the 
EPA that highlight Redcliffe Jetty as being 
included into higher protection areas.” Simon 
said. 
 
It appears that some elements of the 
recreational fishing sector who have suggested 
so are just plain scaremongering.  Clearly the 
only arguments they have to oppose the need 
to provide better protection for Moreton Bay 
are those not based on fact.  
 
Most recreational fishers have a genuine 
concern for Moreton Bay and will welcome 
some protection that will ensure the bay 
remains productive. 
 

 

Newspaper snippets - The Age 
 
Urban gulls supersizing on human left-overs. 
 
Research is showing that, as in humans, silver 
gulls are supersizing on junk food.  Urban 
silver gulls are fatter and less successful 
breeders than their wild counterparts.  
Zoologists believe this could be behind the fall 
in Hobart’s silver gull population and is also 
likely to have implications for other native bird 
species in the long term. 
Problems with egg quality had reduced 
breeding success and this was attributed to the 
quality of the food rather than the quantity 
which is plentiful thanks to human feeding of 
the birds. 

Interesting developments overseas 
 
A Sri-Lankan company that turns elephant dung 
into eco-friendly paper won a global competition 
for projects that benefit local communities and the 
environment. Maximus, based in Kegalle in the 
foothills of Sri Lanka's central mountainous region, 
beat more than 800 other projects from 120 
countries to win the World Challenge 2006 and a 
$20,000 grant from Shell. 
 

The scheme helps to improve the future for 
elephants, which are seen as competing with a 
growing human population for land. Sri Lanka's 
elephant population of about 3000 is dwindling due 
to poaching and conflict with farmers who view 
them as hungry pests.  The initiative tries to bring 
change by hiring rural people to collect elephant 
dung so the animals are seen as a benefit to the 
local community by providing work and helping to 
reduce poverty. Maximus, which was founded six 
years ago, also provides work for 35 employees. 
 

Once it is cleaned, 
mashed into a pulp and 
pressed, fibre-rich 
elephant dung creates 
beautifully textured, 
chlorine- and acid-free 
papyrus-like paper. 
"Elephants are the ultimate eco-friendly paper mill. 
They do with their stomachs with enzymes what a 
paper mill does with chemicals," Each 10 kg of 
dung makes about 640 A4-size sheets of paper. 
Used for calendars and corporate stationery to 
greeting cards, the paper is completely clean. The 
elephants' diet, age and dental state give each batch 
of paper a unique texture and colour, but no smell. 
Fully-digested fibre gives the paper a smooth finish 
while half-digested fibre produces a coarser paper. 
 
Two-runners up in the World Challenge, run by the 
BBC and Newsweek, received $10,000 each. 
Second prize went to Cards from Africa, a company 
that markets greeting cards made by a poor 
Rwandan community and runs initiatives to help 
survivors of the genocide in 1994. 
The third winning project eliminates arsenic from 
the water supply in parts of Bangladesh. Dalit, a 
non-government organisation, locates and taps rare 
sources of pure water, installs filtration systems and 
researches herbal remedies for arsenic-related 
diseases. Long-term exposure to even small 
quantities of the poison can lead to skin lesions, 
localised gangrene and eventually cancer of the 
skin, lungs, bladder and kidneys. 
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By Rosemary Opala 
 
My first encounter with the elusive Small 
Climbing Orchid (Erythrorchis cassythoides) 

gave no 
indication of this 
plant’s hidden 
secret. 
 
If a keen botanist 
had not shared 
our North 
Stradbroke bush 
ramble, those 
slender, dark 
stems of the 
orchid’s dormant 
phase could have 
been just another 
dead vine on an 
old forest tree. 
 
Some years later, 
finally seeing the 
species’ spring 

display in mainland Redland bush, our previous 
companion’s euphoria over “a bit of dead vine” 
was excused! 
 
Rather sadly in this present case the tangle of 
stems and fragrant golden blooms had been 
dislodged by wild weather and lay at the foot of 
their host tree.  “Rescuing” a portion for home 
propagation wasn’t an option – Small Climbing 
Orchid is a leafless saprophyte that lives on 
rotting wood, is associated with a fungus, and 
not amenable to cultivation. 
 
Described as “common species of sheltered 
places in open forest”, the orchid is endemic 
from SEQ to central eastern NSW but may be 
overlooked till massed panicles of 20mm 
perfumed flowers emerge in spring.  Slender 
seedpods follow. 
 
Let’s hope the species reclusive lifestyle will 
help keep it around for many future seasons. 
 
(Quote from Climbing Plants in Australia: D L Jones & 
B Gray) 

Moreton Bay & Engangered 
Species Week 
 
The branch held a very informative and 
enjoyable Threatened Species Day forum on 
Sunday 9 September 
 
Paul Hodda, President of Australian Whale 
Conservation Society 
introduced us to the 
whales and dolphins 
that either live 
permanently in and 
around Moreton Bay or 
visit.  It was totally 
amazing to learn just how many species use 
our bay from time to time.  But it was also 
distressing to learn that some people still do 
not follow the whale watching guidelines and 
thus risk serious stress to these magnificent 
giants. 
Other risks to whales and to dolphins include 
entanglement in nets either set or cut adrift 
and ingestion of rubbish such as plastic bags 
which are mistaken for jelly fish. 
 
Mandy Heales from Qld Parks 
& Wildlife Service introduced 
us to the turtles of the bay. 
Of the 7 sea turtles that live in 
the world oceans 6 visit 
Moreton Bay and 3 are considered Vulnerable 
while the other 3 are Endangered. 
Moreton Bay has been found to be important 
to turtles as a feeding area and a number of 
areas of the bay have been identified as of 
particular significance.   
Threats to turtles include entanglement in crab 
pots, lines and nets, fishing, feral animals and 
domestic dogs, ingestion of rubbish like plastic 
bags and boat strike which accounted for 
about 20% of strandings in 2001-05.  Turtles 
are slow to dive when they realize that there is 
a threat from a boat and are likely to be struck 
by propellers of fast moving boats. 
 
Michael Lusis form Moreton Bay Coastcare 
reminded us of why the bay is so important 
and why we should take time comment on the 
review of the Moreton Bay Marine Zoning Plan 
which will be released in just a few months.  
 
Watch the branch website and newsletters 
for more information on this important 
review. 
 
 



Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland Bayside Branch 
Email- bayside@wildlife.org.au  
Website - http://www.branches.wildlife.org.au/bayside 
 
Meeting Information 
When   
 Last Friday of each month  
 (excluding December & January) 
Where     Redlands IndigiScapes Centre 
       17 Runnymede Road, Capalaba 
Time     7.30 pm 
 
 

  
Opinions 
expressed in this 
newsletter are 
those of the author 
and not 
necessarily those 
of the Society. 

 
Contacts    
    
Steve  Ph 3824 0522   
Simon  Ph 0412 075 334   
    
    
    
   
Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland   
Head Office   
Ph 3221 0194   
wpsq@wildlife.org.au   
www.wildlife.org.au   
   
 
========================================================================== 
 
Membership Application       Date     /     / 
Wildlife Preservation Society of Qld Bayside Branch             --  New          or  Renewal      

 
Membership types 
__    $30.00   Single  
__    $20.00   Concession  
 (pensioner or full student) 
__    $45.00   Family or non profit group 
__    $12.50   Junior (under 13 years) 
 
Optional 

Name   _________________________________ 
 
Address  ________________________________ 
 

             ____________________P/c_______ 
 

Phone No  ______________ 
 

Email address  ____________________________ 
Subscription: Wildlife Australia magazine  
(Educational, informative & great photography) 

 

Special Interests_________________________ 

__  $37.00 per year inc GST (four issues)  
  posted within Australia 
__  $55.00 per year posted overseas airmail 
 
Donation (optional) $_________ 
For campaign  ……………………. 
(Bayside does not have tax deductible status) 
 

    
           Payment by Credit Card 
Card type– Bankcard__ Visa__ Mastercard__ 
 
Card No_______ _______ _______ _______ 

Total amount enclosed  $______________ 
 
As a member I agree to be bound by the 

 Expiry Date ____/_____ 
 
Name on the Card _______________________ 

rules of the society 
               Signature ___________________ 

 
  Signature  ________________ 

 
Forward to WPSQ Bayside, PO Box 427, Capalaba Q 4157 

 


