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By Louise Knop 
 
When Vicki phoned to ask if we were ready to take 
on looking after an orphaned koala we both thought 
she was joking!  Our experience was with a variety 
of other animals but not koalas.  But the Daisy Hill 
Koala Centre had received and orphan who needed a 
home so we said, YES!  That night a basket full of 
leaves and a sleeping bundle of fur were delivered to 
our door. 
 
The first night she was with us Bridget (Button) 
stayed in her basket in the cloth ‘pouch’ provided to 
keep her warm.  She was happy munching her leaves 
and sleeping. 
 
At first feed times were a little worrying.  We were 
bottle feeding her and Bridget was struggling to suck 
and was chewing on her teat but with a lot of 
patience we were getting gradually getting her to 
suck. 
 

 
 
After a couple of days we were starting to get 
anxious as she hadn’t peed so I phoned Vicki to 
mention this and ask if we should be concerned.  
About 1 ½ hours later, as if she had heard and had 
understood, Bridget climbed out of her pouch sat on 
the side of her basket and peed .   
 
Hans and I looked at each other both realizing “she 
was going to be a handful to raise”.   
 

After a very short time Bridget grew more in 
confidence, climbing out of her basket and running 
around like a “madman” at night.  She sometimes 
got herself so excited she started to hiccup and 
needed a hug and a cuddle to quieten her down until 
the hiccups stopped.  Then she is off again! 
 

 
 
The joy you get from seeing her contented little face 
when she snuggles up to you makes the sleepless 
nights (and the ones to come) seem worthwhile.  I 
have a feeling Bridget taught us a lot more than we 
could ever teach her. 
 

 
 

 
Thank you to all you wonderful carers for not 
only looking after these special animals but also 
for sharing your experiences with us. 
     Editor 
 

 

FORMER Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev has 
urged Australians to change their attitudes about the 
environment or risk the future of the planet. 
He also expressed alarm at Australia's dwindling 
koala population. 

 



�������  - More to the story 
By DSPayne 

 

After reading Bridget’s story I visited Louise to 
learn more about her experiences as a carer of this 
funny little koala.  I wanted to know about the things 
carers take in their stride and don’t think to mention 
to others. 
 

 
 
The photographs I saw of Bridget showed that at 
first she appeared a little out of proportion.  Her head 
and arms looked large while her body was quite 
small.  But although she was quite well grown and 
needed care for only a few months she still had to 
sleep with her Teddy at night.  Perhaps still in need 
of a bit of company? 
 

Although Bridget started out feeding on formula she 
also needed eucalypt leaves, the amount of which 
grew as she grew.  This meant her carers had to 
make a trip to the fodder farms every day where they 
harvested a selection of leaf to tempt a fussy eater.   
 

This little koala may have had a small problem 
learning to pee initially but once she got the hang of 
it there was no stopping her and her favourite place 
for accidents seemed to be the lounge chairs.  After 
she had been released Louise had someone in to 
clean the furniture.  The cleaner ask what had caused 
the stains.  Louise said the cleaner’s face wore a 
somewhat stunned look when she told him it was 
koala pee! 
 

In her article Louise made a passing reference to the 
fact that Bridget would go a little mad at night 
sometimes.  What she didn’t mention was that 
koalas consider night time to be play time and 
everyone is expected to accommodate that.  Her 
carers had many nights when they were trying to 
sleep but then heard the tell tale sound of claws tap, 
tap, tapping on the floor and coming in the direction 
of the bedroom.  The tapping noise was 

accompanied by little grunting noises.  Suddenly 
there would be Bridget in the door way and next 
thing a bundle of fur landed either on the bed on one 
of its occupants.  Having succeeded in making her 
presence felt she would run a few circles around the 
room before disappearing off to some other part of 
the house to play.  
 

Days for Bridget were spent in an outdoor enclosure 
well supplied with tree forks and branches for sitting 
and learning to climb.  There was also plenty of leaf 
to munch on. 
 

 
 

Even though Bridget appeared to need company 
when another koala was introduced into the 
household she was not very happy to see it.  Do 
koalas suffer from jealousy?  It certainly sounded 
like Bridget did.  But I will tell you more about that 
when I tell you Abby’s story. 
 

After two months in care Bridget went off to koala 
kindy.  By that I mean she went out to Moggill to 
learn to be independent and forget about her human 
carers.  She was released about a month later not far 
from where she had been originally found at 
Jimboomba.  She was seen for a couple of days 
following her release but then seemed to disappear.  
This probably means that she moved on to a 
neighbouring property to stake out her own territory. 
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