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By Paul Smith, Environment and Community 
Relations Manager, Consolidated Rutile Limited 
(CRL) 
 
The extraction of mineral sands undertaken by 
CRL has the potential to disturb the koala 
population on North Stradbroke Island 
(Straddie). However rehabilitation procedures 
are in place in mined areas, which should to 
return the landscape to a state similar to that 
pre-mining.  These procedures need to ensure 
that koalas and other fauna disturbed by mining 
will have the opportunity to regain their 
previous range post-mining. Thus, for such 
rehabilitation procedures to have a high 
expectation of providing appropriate habitat 
post-mining, the detailed requirements of the 
koalas on the island must be understood, so that 
the impact of the mining can be minimized. 
 
In Queensland, koalas occur naturally on some 
islands, and on these together with other 
Queensland islands where they were introduced 
many years ago, the northern subspecies 
maintains stable populations without causing 
catastrophic over browsing of eucalypts.  This is 
in stark contrast to the situation in southern 
Australia. 
 
The ecological requirements of koalas on North 
Stradbroke Island were not known until very 
recently when CRL commenced a program of 
tracking Stradbroke Island koalas and mapping 
their movements.   In partnership with the Koala 
study Group at UQ (research component) and 
QPWS (for capture events). 
 
The island community has also been involved 
with members of the NSI wildlife carers playing 
a part in capture days.  Our tracking is also a 
local enterprise with our two Indigenous Koala 

trackers, Maureen and Katherine putting in the 
hard yards finding these little beasties over the 
last few years. 
 

 
 
Our research conducted over the last few years, 
both within the rehabilitated lands and in 
adjacent natural bushland has revealed valuable 
insights about the species.  It appears that the 
young rehabilitation trees provide a greater 
diversity of food tree species and the Koala is 
utilising the rehabilitated lands for feeding.  
Determination of the food tree species has 
enabled our company to rehabilitate areas for 
koala habitat and ensure remnant areas are also 
maintained as suitable for habitat. 
 
Importantly the research has confirmed a theory 
that the Koalas on Straddie are restricted to the 
west coastal fringing swamps and west facing 
dunes adjacent to these swamps.  They 
apparently do not like to travel far "inland" and 
only sometimes make it to the perched lake 
systems close to the west coast (for example 
Brown Lake). 
 
They appear to be almost entirely found in the 
swamps running from just south of Dunwich, up 
to Amity (which is looking like having the 
greatest density) and only very occasionally to 
Point Lookout.  It seems they are simple folk 
and don't want to mix with the tourists! 
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Rehabilitated Lands continued 
 
Other peculiar habits include a penchant for 
spending hot days either in the casuarinas, 
overhanging the mangroves at the edges of the 
swamps or high up inside a shady Dune pine on 
the ridges. 
 

CRL are planning to continue this project well 
into the future to investigate the status of the 
animals within the townships and try and 
estimate their actual density on the island.  
Estimating actual numbers will take a much 
bigger effort and therefore we are also looking 
into adding a fourth partner, the RSC to the 
team to increase the study scope. 
 

This of course means a lot more tracking of the 
animals, a lot more swamp to tramp through and 
a lot more data.  It also means a lot more 
scratches for everyone! 
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The fight is on to maintain the koala corridor in 
the critical area running through the Randall 
Road & Birkdale Nursery properties, both of 
which are subject to development application. 
We believe the Birkdale Progress Assn. has 
filed notice of appeal with the court re. the 
Birkdale Nursery because the present proposal 
will wipe out most of the existing corridor. 
Meetings have been held with the developers 
without any significant gains. Meeting are also 
being held with BPA, Redland Shire Council.  If 
a satisfactory outcome for the corridor is not 
obtained the only alternative is court action. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to all those who take the time to 
write to politicians and to the newspapers about 
the plight of the koala.  If enough people 
demonstrate their concern we are more likely to 
get the protection for the koala that it deserves. 
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As most of you would have read in the Redland 
Times recently the society fears that the Koala 
population in Redlands may heading for 
extinction.  The Redland Shire Council’s koala 
conservation policy is doing nothing to protect 
the koalas. 
 

Frighteningly it has been estimated that there 
has been a 31% decline in the koala population 
in the koala coast area.  Declines seen in the 
urban areas have been even higher. 
 

Both Redland Shire Council and the Queensland 
government need to do a lot more if the 
remaining population is to be saved. 
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The recent bushfires in the southern states have 
been devastating for wildlife.  The few lucky 
ones came into care but many perished in 
what is the worst and most extensive 
bushfires for many years.  Carers have 
been stretched to the limit and in particular 
koala carers. 
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