Koala News

Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland BaysidBranch
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Get off our Back! — The Wildlife
Preservation Society of Queensland
Bayside Branch Koala Forum

As part of Threatened Species Week
the WPSQBB are running a Koala
Forum to highlight the perilous state
the Vulnerably listed SEQ koala and
how people can help them.

The forum will be held at Redlands
IndigiScapes Centre on the 8th
September 2007 from 9:30am -
12:30am.

Speakers include EPA officers, experts
in law and key environmental leaders.

For more information please contact
Simon at baltais@bigpond.net.au or
ph/f: 07-3822-4943

Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) are co-ordinating events across
Queensland during Threatened
Species Week (TSW). The slogan for
TSW is Get off our backs!




State of the Environment
Reporting

State of environment reporting provides
consolidated environmental information to
policy makers, industry, business, non-
government organisations and the
Queensland community. The reports
describe:

the pressures acting on the shire’s air,
land, inland and coastal waters,
biodiversity, and natural and cultural
heritage;

the state or condition of the
environment; and

the responses by society to reduce
pressures and protect and conserve the
shire’s natural and cultural heritage.

Draft 6 of the Redland Shire State of the
Environment Report has recently been
posted on the Redland Shire website
(www.redland.qgld.gov.au). The document
includes a brief case study of Council’s
Koala Conservation and Management
Policy and Strategy, which was endorsed
by Council in August 2002.

From the draft Redland Shire State of
the Environment Report:

[Koala] Population surveys have been
undertaken by the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) with data not finalised or officially
published however they have been presented
to the public through a workshop presented by
EPA. The results of this survey showed that
there has been an overall population decline
(from 4,000) of 31% in the koala coast with a
47% decline in the Redlands urban areas
EPA has recognised the decline before this
through the listing of the Koala as ‘Vulnerable’
for the South East Queensland Bioregion. In
doing so they were required under the Nature
Conservation Act to develop the Nature
Conservation (Koala) Conservation Plan 2006
and Management Program 2006 — 2016.”

“A revised draft Koala Conservation Policy and
Strategy is now in preparation...”

It really shows what an important tool
“State of the Environment” reporting is —
providing a formal structure for the
regular review of environmental policy
implementation and effectiveness.

Keep an eye out for the official results of
QPWS Koala monitoring, currently with the
Environment Minister for review. The Koala
News will provide a summary of the results
when they become available.

Redland Shire Council has announced a
“Koala Summit” to address the drastic
decline and future management of the
Koala population in the Redlands.

LOCAL WILDLIFE RESCUE TEAM
FORCED OUT OF ACTION

Wildlife Rescue Logan Inc is going out of
business after fourteen years of
community service in Logan and
surrounding areas. Originally formed to
rescue injured koalas, the group
diversified into general wildlife rescue,
education and awareness, lobbying, and
browse plantations. The decreasing
demand for the rescue service and the
lack of funding coming into small local
groups has made the service unviable,
leaving no option other than to close the
service. Thank you to the groups and
individuals with whom we have worked
to protect and care for our environment.
Julie Zyzniewski, President

If you would like to contribute to future editions

of the Koala News, please contact Paulette Jones

paulette@biodiversity.tv

Opinions expressed in this newsletter are thoskeof
author and/or contributors and are not necesstudlye of
the Society.
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