
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Eastern water skink , Eulamprus quoyii seen in good 
numbers around suburban gardens.  A larger skink than 
most suburban garden varieties, it reaches a length 
between 86mm to 108mm. 
 
Recent rains brought the return of many long absent 
wildlife friends to our gardens. Of particular note is the 
Green tree frog , Litoria caerulea, readily identified by its 
deep resonant croak, which is amplified by deliberately 
taking up position in the roof drain pipe.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Labour's approach in NSW is far removed from the growth 
at any cost view of some other states. Our focus is on 
protecting our quality of life. 
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What is biodiversity 
�

Biodiversity is usually explored at three levels - genetic  
diversity , species diversity  and ecosystem diversity . 
These three levels work together to create the complexity 
of life on Earth. 
 
Genetic diversity is the variety of genes within a species. 
Each species is made up of individuals that have their own 
particular genetic composition. This means a species may 
have different populations, each having different genetic 
compositions. To conserve genetic diversity, different 
populations of a species must be conserved.  
 
Species diversity is the variety of species within a habitat 
or a region. Some habitats, such as rainforests and coral 
reefs, have many species. Others, such as salt flats or a 
polluted stream, have fewer.  
 
In Australia, more than 80% of plant and animal species 
are endemic, which means that they only occur naturally 
in Australia. 
 
Ecosystem diversity is the variety of ecosystems in a 
given place. An ecosystem is a community of organisms 
and their physical environment interacting together. An 
ecosystem can cover a large area, such as a whole forest, 
or a small area, such as a pond.  
 
Source: http://www.amonline.net.au/biodiversity/what/levels.htm 
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Did you know the Local Government elections are on the 15th 
March, 2008? It is therefore an important time to consider 
carefully the candidates whom you wish to represent you and 
ensure they genuinely care for our wildlife and bushland 
habitats.  
 
A recent find of an indigenous tool at Ormiston reminds us how 
important the bayside region was to these pre-European communities. 
Did you know that in the local bayside area there are still the remains 
of at least three Bora Rings? At Cleveland, or Nandeebie as it is known 
to indigenous people, there is one bora ring and there are several scar 
trees. Scar trees are a site of large trees from which large parts of the 
trees’ bark was removed to make a canoe. Bora Rings are ceremonial 
sites, and they were circular low mounded structures.   
 
An average Australian household generates close to 6 tonnes of 
greenhouse gas and spends around $8,000 each year on transport, of 
which $2,500 is for fuel.  Did you also know that very little of the fuel 
used in a private vehicle is used to move the passenger, the majority  
is used to move the weight of the vehicle itself? 
 
Did you know the angle of separation between two hydrogen atoms is 
105º in liquid and gaseous water and 109.5º in ice,  the ice molecules 
arranging into an open crystal framework meaning it is 8% less dense 
than water? This is unusual, most elements are denser in their solid 
state. 
 

Great Walks  
 
After the rain it is worth visiting 
some of our wetlands to see the 
increase in wildlife activity. King 
Street, Crystal Waters and 
Lorikeet Drive Thornlands are 
worth a visit as are   Montgomery 

Drive and Sturgeon Street, Wellington Point.  
 
 
 
 

The latest koala research 
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Save Moreton Bay 
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Seagrass Watch 
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Climate Change – impact on GBR 
http://www.gbrmpa.gov.au/corp_site/info_services/publications/
misc_pub/climate_change_vulnerability_assessment/climate_c

hange_vulnerability_assessment 
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The environmental movement has achieved significant improvements 
over the last few decades. Dating back to the publication of Rachel 
Carson's Silent Spring in 1962, and the formation of Greenpeace in 1971 
this period perhaps marks the birth of the environmental movement. 
From these beginnings, in less than half a century, environmentalism 
has become mainstream.  Through environmentalism air and water 
quality have improved, recycling rates improved, wildlife and habitats 
have been saved and conservancy work is rewarded. Collectively, this 
has been a significant achievement. 

Unfortunately, our growing population is undermining much of this good 
work, and accompanied by a growing apathy towards our political 
systems and planning processes the situation can, and some would say 
is, rapidly going in reverse.  
 
It is important to realise that whether you like it or not, it is planning that provides the blueprints and 
path to the future, and it’s our politician who decide, which blueprint we will use. Understand also 
that much of the land use and environmental legislation has been delegated to local government. 
 
So with the Local Government Election to be held on the 15th March 2008 it is now time to become 
very politically aware, probably more so in this election than any time before given many local 
governments, particularly in SEQ, are pro-growth.   Therefore, if you want a future for our wildlife 
now is the time to determine who will become the politicians who lead us into the future.   
 
Some issues to consider while you ponder on that thought: 
 

·  Currently, the Redland Shire Council is planning to open more koala habitat for development, 
even though the koala has been reduced from a status of Common to Vulnerable and their 
numbers reduced by 27% in just seven (7) years. Research clearly shows that the biggest 
killer of koalas is the loss of their urban and bushland habitat.    If koalas are going to have 
some kind of chance of survival they will need their bushland and urban habitat protected. 

 
·  The Redlands, Logan and Brisbane waterways are some of the worst in SEQ. The Redlands 

catchment is continuing to score an ‘F’.  If our waterways and the wildlife that are dependent 
on them are to survive we will need to rehabilitate riparian corridors and wetlands and most 
importantly protect these same habitats from urban encroachment. 

 
·  Stop the sale of public lands. We often hear politicians say that the land is so expensive we 

can’t buy the bush. However, when they start selling public land you have to wonder what is 
going on. Retention of habitat in public ownership provides opportunities to rehabilitate and 
build corridors between isolated bushland, so selling off these public lands seems rather 
senseless. 

 
 

 

Never doubt that a small, group of thoughtful, 
committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it 
is the only thing that ever has.        Margaret Mead. 
  

We need you! 

 


