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Gr €at Finds arCh 2008 Did You KﬂOW?

Dugongs seen in Southern Moreton Bay region, more so
than usual.

Blue banded bees, Amegilla sp are very common if
provided with a little space and a flowering garden. Good
pollinators they can pollinate crops such as tomatoes,
eggplants and kiwifruit as well as native plants. They are
also attractive.

Black Wattle, Acacia leiocalyx (early winter flowering
wattle), and the beautiful Pink Bloodwoods, Corymbia
intermedia are in flower.

Around our creeks and bushland there are still an
abundance and variety of butterflies about. Blue triangle,
Graphium sarpedon, Orchard Swallowtail, papilio
aegeus, Blue tiger, Tirumala hamata, Common crow,
Euploea core.

POPULATION MA1TERS

Suzuki: You know | was shocked to find that you have got
a Minister in the Federal Cabinet here (Treasurer Peter
Costello) who is encouraging Australians to have more
and more children. Why? Because everybody thinks that
in order to keep the economy growing forever you have
got to have a growing population to keep that economy
growing.

And so no one ever asks what is the cost of adding more
people to Australia, a country as far as | am concerned
that is already overpopulated because the demand of
each Australian is so great?

Journalist: So you are saying Australia is overpopulated?
Suzuki: You bet.
David Suzuki - Interview with radio station 6PR,

22 Sept 2006

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF LIFE

MONTEREY, California, February 26, 2008 (ENS) -
The initial 30,000 pages of a new online Encyclopedia of
Life were revealed today as scientists assemble for the
Technology, Entertainment and Design Conference in
Monterey, California, where the project was initiated last
year. Feedback on these first pages will shape the
ultimate design and functionality of all 1.8 million pages of
the encyclopedia, scheduled for completion by 2017.

Between 1941 and 1942, 240 Moreton Bay dugongs were
captured and killed for their oil. In 1943, 180 were taken. Over
the entire period 1941 to 1943, around 660 dugong had been
caught, many around the Hervey Bay region.

Large quantities of tailor are caught by recreational and
commercial fishers in coastal waters off Queensland. A tagging
programme, involving State Government fisheries biologists
and amateur fishing clubs, was established in 1986 to examine
the movement, growth rate and fisheries exploitation of juvenile
tailor (<270 mm fork length) in Moreton Bay. Of 2173 juvenile
tailor tagged in Moreton Bay during February - July and
December 1987, 237 were recaptured over a period of 30
months, representing a recapture rate of 11%. The recaptured
fish moved relatively short distances (meants.d., 10.2 + 15.0
km; maximum distance, 85 km).

Did you know that the larvae of the ant Crematogaster sp. is

utilized by the lllidge's ant-blue butterfly larvae as a food
source, a bit of a one-sided symbiotic relationship happening in

the hollowed out stems of grey mangroves at Redland Bay.
Great Walks
]— |
?, Any of the parks around the
worthwhile spotlighting at night.
With the Melaleuca’s and
Bloodwoods in flower they attract
and Squirrel and Sugar Gliders. Day’s Road Redland Bay,
Chelsea Road, Ransome, Glider Reserve Alexandra Hills are
some notable good spots to visit just after dark with friends.
Coastal protection
http://www.epa.qld.gov.au/environmental_management/coas
t_and_oceans/coastal_management/state_coastal_manage

/f \@ Redlands and Bayside region are
a range of insects, flying foxes
ment_plan/state_coastal_management plan_review/

Stick to the track

Seagrass Watch
http://www.seagrasswatch.org/home.html

Encylopedia of Life
http://www.ted.com/talks/view/id/83

Shorebirds
http://www.deh.gov.au/biodiversity/migratory/waterbirds/s
horebird-plan/index.html




Two furries — Bandicoots and Phascogale

Northern Brown Bandicoot, /soodon macrourus, this night time visitor to our gardens is a native
marsupial. Resting in well concealed nests of leaf litter during the day, they are generally known to
have been active in the area because of the distinctive conical shaped holes they create. With a
body length of 400mm for males and 350mm for females, they are speckled brown — black above
and whitish below. Males have a gland behind their ear which marks their —

territory during fights and courting, males and females only come together -—. = =
during the mating season. Being omnivorous it feeds on berries, grass seeds, '

plant fibre but most of all it likes insects, spiders and earth worms. The name bandicoot is believed
to have been first applied by Bass, in his 1799 diary. It is a corruption of a Telugu word meaning,
pig — rat, referring to a large rat found in Southern India & Ceylon. The gestation period for these
delightful creatures is 12 %2 days, making them world record holders for the shortest gestation period
of any mammal. Have you seen any bandicoots lately? Let us know if you have.

The Brush-tailed Phascogale, Phascogale tapoatafa, is a
nocturnal, arboreal, carnivorous marsupial of the Family
Dasyuridae. Tapoatafa meaning pouched-weasel, it is known to
some aboriginals as tapoa-tafa. It is very agile in trees though its
brush-tipped tail is not used for clinging to branches. They are a
very solitary living animal. Their fur is a bluish deep grey with pale
cream underneath and large ears with no fur on them. They are
over 400mm long (Head, body & tail) and weigh around 230 gm for
males and 150 gm for females. They have a patchy distribution
across Australia, in the Redlands they can still be found in the
more extensive bushland areas. As an arboreal (tree dwelling)
animal, they eat insects, spiders, ants, beetles, centipedes even
cockroaches, mainly found on trunks and branches of rough-
barked trees and fallen logs, usually during the night. Eucalypt
nectar sometimes is also eaten. Its nesting habitats are nesting by
day in a leaf-lined nest in a tree-hole. The Brush- tailed
phascogale becomes sexually mature at the age of one and mating
occurs around June. One month later 3 to 8 young are born, which
then attach themselves to the 8 available teats. The mother carries
them around for about six weeks and cares for them by herself
because the male dies soon after breeding. The juveniles remain in
the nest until summer time.

The decline of the Brush-tailed Phascogale has been due to the
following factors: loss of habitat due to farming but in SEQ and the
http:/home.mira.net/~areadmanohas.ntm ~~ Redlands, now primarily due to urban growth. Other impacts are

competition for tree hollows from other animals such as feral bees,
predation by cats and foxes and indigenous species, such as goannas and powerful owls, road Kills,
the death of males after breeding and bush fires which destroy suitable habitats.
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is the only thing that ever has. Margaret Mead.




