
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A recent Mud Island expedition found rainforest flora 
species, bushland birds like Rufous Whistler , 
Pachycephala rufiventris and Grey Fantail , 
Rhipidura fuliginosa and some notable larger birds 
using the island like the White-bellied Sea Eagle ,  
Haliaeetus leucogaster, A good bird list,  considering 
there are only a few hectares of dry soil on what is a 
very low muddy island. 
 
Scrub Turkey , Alectura lathami, in Ormiston. 
 

 
 
 
 

Unlike plagues of the dark ages or contemporary 
diseases (which) we do not yet understand, the 
modern plague of overpopulation is soluble by 
means we have discovered and with resources 
we possess. What is lacking is not sufficient 
knowledge of the solution, but universal 
consciousness of the gravity of the problem and 
the education of the billions who are its victims. 
 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jnr. 
 
 
State of the Environment – Redland Shire  
 

 In 7 years Redland Koalas have declined by 47% in 
urban areas and 31% across the Koala Coast. 
 
Most streams are in very poor condition, consistently 
achieving low scores for nutrient cycling under the 
Healthy Waterways Report Card.   
 
Redland Shire has very high clearing rates in 
comparison to other shires in SEQ, and it is noted 
that there has been little acquisition of bushland for 
conservation since 2002. 
 

 
Climate Change – are we doing enough 

 

The ordinary mums and dads of society have  
advanced and left their leaders far behind. They 
are taking all manner of steps to fight Climate 
Change. Our political leaders, unfortunately, 
provide us with glib talk about adaptation, and 
instead of trying to meet the difficult challenge 
they suggest we focus our efforts on learning to 
live with a changing climate. This is a shallow 
and deceitful proposal. 

Simon Baltais  

�
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Did you know that 25% of Australian Eucalypts have 
a distribution that spans less than 1ºC of mean 
annual temperature? Consequently these species 
may be susceptible to a modest climate change 
meaning they will need to move and if they cannot 
they will perish.  
 
Did you also know that the average sea-level rise 
has increased from two millimetres a year in the 
early 1990s to more than three millimetres a year 
now? For a sandy coast this has significance as it 
could erode a distance equal to 50 to 100 times the 
amount of sea level rise. 
 
Climate change will impact upon our wildlife. During 
the last few years Moreton Bay has experienced a 
bad drought period, which has resulted in decreased 
fish catch rates.  Studies show temperature affects 
Green Turtle eggs during incubation influencing the 
sex of baby sea turtles; lower temperatures tend to 
produce males, higher temperatures tend to produce 
females.  It appears even small temperature changes 
have fundamental impacts upon life cycle processes 
for many species. 
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Super Quarries  
http://www.superquarry.com.au/ 

 
Fish Flourish in Green Zone �

http://www.gbrmpa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/11594/searead 
_news_12.pdf 
 
 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Chan ge  
http://unfccc.int/2860.php 
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Identification  
Adult lacewings can be recognised by their habit of holding the wings tent-like over the body when at rest and 
by the branching at the end of the main veins in the wings. This branching of wing veins distinguishes them 
from other similar flying insects such as dragonflies and damselflies (Order Odonata), mayflies (Order 
Ephemoptera) and alderflies (Order Megaloptera).  Lacewings range in wingspan from 5mm - 150 mm and 
vary in colour from bright green to brown, and black.  
 
The mainly carnivorous larvae are diverse in appearance and quite unlike their adult forms. Most lacewing 
larvae use protruding tube-shaped mouthparts to suck up the body fluids of their prey and most have large 
grasping jaws to help hold their prey. Some species have burrowing (Family Ithonidae) and parasitic (Family 
Mantispidae) larvae which are grublike and have short stout jaws.  
 
Antlions (Family Myrmeleontidae) have stout, hunchbacked bodies adapted for burrowing in sand. The 
nymphid lacewing larvae have flattened, disk-shaped bodies fringed with long hair-like projections. Their body 
shape may be an adaptation for tree-dwelling.  
 
Larvae of the family Chrysopidae often resemble walking rubbish balls. This is because they attach debris, 
such as the husks of their aphid prey, to their body hairs as a form of camouflage. Sometimes these larvae 
can cause minor irritation to people working in gardens as they may use their jaws to grasp the skin if handled 
accidentally.  
 
Habitat and Biology  
Lacewings are found in most habitats in Australia. Both adults and larvae are commonly encountered in urban 
areas, where the adults are readily attracted to lights. Eggs are commonly laid on stalks, singly or in batches. 
Some species lay their eggs directly into sand or on vegetation. The eggs often have a distinctive pattern.  
 
The larvae are found on vegetation or in sandy soil in sheltered areas, such as around the bases of trees. 
They are mostly predacious, feeding on other invertebrates that they encounter. Some feed on decaying 
vegetable material, fresh water sponges (aquatic species in the Family Spongyliidae) or parasitise spiders or 
wasps (Family Mantispidae).  
 
Antlions (Family Myrmeleontidae) build cone-shaped ant traps in sheltered sandy areas and wait under the 
bottom of the trap for an ant to fall in. The loose sandy sides prevent prey from escaping, and the antlion also 
flicks sand at the struggling ant. The antlion seizes the ant in its powerful jaws and sucks it dry.  
 
The aphid and scale-eating larvae of the families Chrysopidae and Hemerobiidae are highly beneficial insects 
in crops and gardens. Some of these insects are being commercially produced for release as agricultural 
biocontrol agents.  
 
Most adult lacewings are predators, with a few species feeding on nectar or plant material. Many lacewings 
produce smells, especially when handled, which may be a defensive response to predation. Courtship in 
some species involves the use of sex pheromones and also sound.   
 
Source: http://www.amonline.net.au/factsheets/lacewings.htm 
  
Links:  Brisbane Insects and Spiders Home Page (this is a community website)   http://www.geocities.com/pchew_brisbane/LaceWing.htm  
 
References:  New, T.R. 1991. Neuroptera. In: Naumann et al. (eds.) Insects of Australia. Melbourne University Press. Australia.  
 
 
 

 
Never doubt that a small, group of thoughtful, 
committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it 
is the only thing that ever has.        Margaret Mead. 
 

 

 


