
 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Koalas are very active at present because it is their  
breeding season, which runs roughly from August to 
February. This is a time of increased sound levels as 
males bellow more frequently. This is also when the young 
from the previous year breeding are dispersing from their 
mothers. Where koalas live near suburban settlements 
and major roads, this heralds the busiest time for koala 
carers, as koalas on the move cross paths with traffic and 
dogs. Accompanying stress levels mean a higher 
incidence of sickness. 
 
Females generally start breeding at about three or four 
years of age and usually produce only each year. 
However, not all females in a wild population will breed 
each year. Some produce every two or three years, 
depending on factors such as the age of the female and 
the quality of the average female's life span, which is 
about twelve years. This means that one female may 
produce 5 – 6 offspring during her lifetime.  
(source: Australia Koala Foundation) 
 

 
 
 
 
... Mankind is looking for food not just on this planet but on 
others. Perhaps the time has now come to put that 
process into reverse. Instead of controlling the 
environment for the benefit of the population, maybe we 
should control the population to ensure the survival of our 
environment. 

Sir David Attenborough - The Life of Mammals  

Declining koala numbers 
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The koala population in the Koala Coast from the 2005-06 
survey is estimated at 4611 animals. Based on the estimate of 
6246 koalas (Dique et al. 2004) from the 1996-99 surveys, this 
represents a 26% decline in abundance of the regional koala 
population. The estimated population declined in the Redlands 
Shire by 27%, Logan City by 26% and Brisbane City by 21%. 

Studies have suggested that conservation programs for wild 
populations need to be designed to conserve habitat capable of 
supporting approximately 5000 - 7000 animals in order to 
ensure long-term persistence (Begon et al. 1996; Smith 1996; 
Reed 2003). To conserve this number of koalas in the Koala 
Coast, the area of RL/RP would need to be increased by 
between 12% (24 550 ha) and 57% (34 440 ha) based on 
habitat composition in 1997. Improving the landscape 
composition through bush rehabilitation to fully vegetate the 
RL/RP would not provide sufficient habitat by itself to maintain a 
viable koala population of 5000 - 7000 animals. Consequently, 
functional habitat must also be conserved on the Urban 
Footprint to secure sufficient resources to sustain a viable koala 
population in the long term. 

 

Great Walks  
 
Great walks to see koalas are 
Beckwith Street Ormiston, 
Indigiscapes Capalaba, 
Parklands around Thorneside, 
bushland along Tarradarrapin 
Creek Birkdale, Duncan Street 

Wellington Point.  However, note, unless you take a keen 
interest in lobbying to protect urban koala habitat you will not 
see them in the next 10 years.  
See: http://www.redland.qld.gov.au/NR/rdonlyres/F2DBD313-7FF6-481B-
BBBC-F329CA69F656/0/KoalaFutures_Discussion_Paper.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The latest koala research 
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Koalas and the federal election 
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Time to save Mt Cotton from the Super Quarry 
http://www.superquarry.com.au/ 

 
Save Moreton Bay 
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For many years the koala has helped make the Redlands a unique and wonderful place to live, 
protecting many of the values we treasure.  We still have our forests, 
waterways and abundant wildlife, we still have pleasant landscapes and 
open spaces.  It is because of the koala and the legislation developed 
over the years to protect them that our quality of life is preserved making 
the Redlands a great place to raise a family. Try to Imagine the 
Redlands without the koala. Imagine what development would have 
occurred; our shire would have been reduced to just another endless 
sea of houses.   
 
Now the koala needs you.  The Redland Shire Council is planning to 
open more koala habitat for development, even though the koala has 
been reduced from a status of Common to Vulnerable and their numbers 
reduced by 27% in just seven (7) years. 
 
The koala has been in the front line for you for many years, their casualties have been enormous. It   
has come to a point that without your help their chances of surviving the next decade or two are nil. 
 
We can save the koala, the research is clear and unequivocal; the biggest killer of koalas is the loss 
of their urban and bushland habitat, so clearly it must be protected.   So what can you do? 
 

o The Redland Shire Council Koala Plan will soon be out for public comment. You must write to 
the Chief Executive Officer of the Redland Shire Council (ensuring you date and sign your 
letter) requesting at least the following occurs: 

 
�  That no further urban or bushland koala habitat be destroyed. 
�  That Redland Shire Council’s planning documents protect all urban and 

bushland koala habitat. 
 

o The Redland Shire Council will soon release a planning document called the Local Growth 
Management Strategy for public comment. It is this legal planning document that the Redland 
Shire Council is using to open more land for development. You must write to the Chief 
Executive Officer of the Redland Shire Council (ensuring you date and sign your letter) 
requesting at least the following occurs: 

 
�  That the LGMS must protect all remaining urban and bushland koala habitat. 

 
o You should also write to your state members and relevant ministers highlighting your concern, 

send them copies of your letters to RSC. Here are their contacts. 
 
Minister for Sustainability, Climate Change and Inn ovation   
Hon. Andrew McNamara email: sustainability@ministerial.qld.gov.au  
PO Box 15155, CITY EAST, QLD, 4002 
 
Member for Redlands – John English - Redlands@parliament.qld.gov.au 
Member for Cleveland – Phil Weightman – Cleveland@parliament.qld.gov.au 
Member for Capalaba – Michael Choi - Capalaba@parliament.qld.gov.au 
 

 

Never doubt that a small, group of thoughtful, 
committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it 
is the only thing that ever has.        Margaret Mead. 
  

 

We need you! 


