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,J Great

An interesting day time find in Birkdale was a Brushtail
possum wedged fast in a man-made parrot styled nest
box. Obviously it thought it would make a great home but
misjudged the size of the hole as it was half in and half
out. A bit of re-engineering by local residents rescued the
possum, which promptly availed itself of the now suitably
sized hole, entered the box properly and went to sleep.

Finds

Sugar gliders Petaurus breviceps and Squirrel gliders
Petaurus norfolcensis doing well on Land for Wildlife
property at Victoria Point.

roPULATION MATTERS E

Professor Short, of the Departments of Obstetrics and
Gynaecology and Zoology is a long-time champion of the
world's 'megafauna’, including elephants, gorillas and
chimpanzees, whose future is threatened by human
overpopulation and consequent habitat destruction.

"Working on elephant populations in Zambia, | was visited
by Sir Peter Scott, founder of the World Wildlife Fund,"
says Professor Short.

"He said, "You know, | have often thought that at the end
of the day, we would have saved more wildlife if we had
spent all WWF's money on buying condoms." He was
right, and human overpopulation is ultimately the greatest
threat to wildlife."

Prof. Roger Short & Sir Peter Scott,
founder of the World Wildlife Fund (WWF)

National Threatened Species Day
- 7™ September
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Did You Know 7

The Koala Coast is located 20 km south-east of Brisbane,
Queensland, and covers an area of ~ 375 kmz. It is the largest
population of koalas residing in such close proximity to a capital
city anywhere in Australia. The region falls within the South
East Queensland Bioregion where the koala is listed as
vulnerable (Nature Conservation Act 1992) and also within the
SEQ Planning Region (SEQ Regional Plan).

Did you know that the koala population in the Koala Coast in
2005 is estimated at 4611 animals? Based on the estimate of
6246 koalas by Dique et al. (2004), this represents a 26%
decline in abundance of the regional koala population.

The Urban Footprint delineated in the SEQ Regional Plan,
which sustained 42% of the koala population in the 1996-99
survey period now supports only 33% of the koala population.
The loss of 1115 koalas from the Urban Footprint was the
primary cause of the decline in abundance of the Koala Coast
koala population.

Great Walks

—
Stick. to the track |
Wildflowers are everywhere at
present so have a look at any of
the major reserves and parks,
Indigiscapes, Ransome, Burbank
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-~ and Days Road. The Hovea with
their beautiful purple flowers are

ey
quite stunning, a good example near the Indigiscapes Café.
Eprapah wattle has also been stunning with their yellow

blossoms.

Time to save Mt Cotton from the Super Quarry
http://www.superquarry.com.au/

EPA Koala Plan — its out !

The state of our water supplies
http://www.wron.net.au/Demosll/DamData/DamMap.aspx




The [Keala Repart - finally I's released |

Sourced from: http://www.epa.gld.gov.au/nature_co  nservation/wildlife/koala_plan/report_on_koala_coas t_koala_surveys 20052006/

The State of the Koala is clearly highlighted in the recently released EPA Report on Koala Coast koala surveys 2005-
2006 and the picture is not good.

In this Wildlife Diary we present you with some of the findings; they are of great concern and they show the koala is in
serious trouble. However, concerted community action can rescue this iconic species from extinction. See more below.

There were 272 koalas sighted in
1301 ha of bushland, remnant
bushland and urban areas during the
2005 survey period. Density
estimates at sites ranged from 0 —
0.81 koalas ha-1. Unlike the 1996-99
survey period where densities were
as high as 1.42 koalas ha-1, no site
recorded a koala density above 0.81
k ha-1. Nearly half of the sites in the
region have declined in density.

Declines in koala density were
observed in 29% of bushland sites,
71% of remnant bushland sites and

33% of urban sites.

Koala density in more than 80% of
Brisbane and Logan sites remained
consistent with previous survey
results. In contrast, 53% of the
survey sites in Redlands recorded
declines in koala density.

Domestic dog attacks are highest in
urban areas with 85% of attacks
occurring  within  the  Urban
Footprint. This is attributable to the
high density of dogs and the
fragmented habitat which forces
koalas to spend more time on the
ground while searching for suitable
food or shelter trees and thereby

increases their susceptibility to
attack. It is unfortunate that neither the new State Government Koala Plan nor Redland Shire Council bylaws control
dogs in the urban areas. This is a real concern as urban areas of the Koala Coast contain a significant proportion of the
total koala population with the Urban Footprint encompassing 42% and 33% of the koala population in 1996-99 and
2005-06 surveys respectively. There is now evidence to suggest that there is a dynamic process operating between
urban and bushland koala populations and that those bushland koalas cannot persist without the urban koala population.
As a consequence, these populations should be managed collectively. The persistence, viability and role of these urban
koala populations needs further investigation.

WPSQBB launched at the Koala Forum held at Indigiscapes on the g™ September the “Koala Coast Campaign”. It will be
a concerted and proactive community led campaign to rescue the koala from sliding towards extinction. Further updates
on the details of this campaign will be made available, watch the Bayside Web site for details.
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